
ELLICOTT PTO MINUTES 

Thursday, March 8, 2018 

Board Members Present: Erin Schneckenberger- Vice President, Erin Mastroianni- Secretary, 
Jennifer Duff- Parent Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:31 by Erin Schneckenberger 
 
President’s Report- Erin Schneckenberger 
Mr. Jeff Dolce is welcomed by the PTO.  Nominations for 2018-2019 are soon underway.  
Committee chairs are coming up with a short statement about their particular responsibilities.  
Next week current chairs will be contacted and we will soon have a list of open positions. 
 
Principal’s Report- Mr. Pietrantone 
Mr. Dolce, the new Assistant Principal, will be here two and a half days a week.  Initially he will 
be getting to know the students and staff.  The musical was completed and we are thankful for 
the parent volunteers.  The literacy team is planning a parent information night on March 12 as 
stated in the flier that was sent home and an email.  This will be a collaborative effort with a 
literacy coach and teachers to inform parents of our literacy program.  A staff developer will be 
present and will also be here three days next week.  There are new science standards and we 
are looking at piloting new resources for science.  This spring we are wrapping up the piloting 
programs for the math curriculum and a decision will be made soon for next year’s math 
curriculum.  State assessments this year will be two days rather than three.  We are looking 
forward to the Authors visit and Family Fun Night.   
 
Special Presentation Boys Run On Carlyn Jablonski, Dr. Greg Wollen 
Boys Run On is a fun physical fitness development program started here in Orchard Park.  We 
need parent volunteers for the program to happen.  Boys Run On facilitates the program and 
any child of a parent coach participates for free.  The program is limited to 16 boys and is a 9 
week program and meets 2 days/week.  Fliers will be sent home.  Ellicott is the most popular 
school.  March 24 is the training program for interested parent coaches at the Bills Fieldhouse.  
The final 5k and celebration is Friday, June 8 with a slip and slide finish, DJ and food in the 
Buffalo Harbor.  Please contact Greg for volunteer information (716) 812-0928. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- Jessica Merry 
See report.   
 
Teachers’ Report - Mrs. Silver, Mrs. Hackford, Mrs. Clader 
Classroom News 
Kindergarten We are working on lions and lambs as well as St. Patrick's Day for March.  Mr. 
Morton is coming on next Wednesday as well.  We continue to plug away and read bigger 
books in Reading. 



Grade 1 We would like to thank the PTO for helping to fund our field trip today to see “Junie B. 
Jones” at the T.O.Y.!  We also want to thank PTO for the Dr. Seuss book for each classroom!  
First grade celebrated “Dr. Seuss Week” with dress up activities for each day!  We also visited 
each classroom to hear 5 different Dr. Seuss stories and do an activity related to each book!  In 
Reader’s and Writer’s workshops we started animal research projects that we’re working on in 
our own classroom as well as in computer, library, and art classes!  We’re hoping to show them 
off at the Science fair this year! 

Grade 2 Despite the unexpected snow day on Dr. Seuss Day, 2nd grade classes still read many 
Dr. Seuss books and participated in several fun activities for "Read Across America Day"!  Thank 
you very much to the PTO for our new Seuss book to add to our classroom library.  We 
appreciate it! 
~On Thursday, March 15th and Friday, March 16th, each 2nd grade class will get a 45 minute 
hands-on "Tinkering" session with teachers from Explore and More.  We are very excited to 
bring this S.T.E.M-focused program back to Ellicott, and we appreciate Mr. Pietrantone's 
support in making that happen. 
~We are very excited and busy preparing for our Ellicott Author Visit.  Each 2nd grade class will 
be reading several books by Martha Hamilton and Mitch Weiss and will all be collaborating on a 
special "frogtastic" hallway display based on their book, A Tale of Two Frogs. 

Third Grade classrooms have had Miss Sue, our districts visiting teacher from China, in to teach!  
We have learned about the Chinese New Year and the Chinese language.  These lessons tie in 
with our Social studies curriculum and world communities.  In Science, we are starting our 
Rocks and Minerals unit, and we also had UB dental students come in to help us learn about 
taking good care of our teeth.  Thank you to Mrs. Lawless for setting this up! 
The math curriculum will cover many topics including area, geometry and fractions. The 
students should also still be practicing their addition, subtraction and multiplication facts to 
build their fluency.   
Our Reading Workshop Character Studies unit continues this month with book clubs. Learning 
to work in a group to communicate your ideas is a lifelong skill.   Also, preparing our students 
for the NYS ELA testing will occur in late March and early April.  We will learn how to take the 
test, expose the students to previous assessment questions, and teach strategies for answering 
multiple choice and written response questions. 
Finally, a big thank you to the PTO for helping to send the Third Grade to see "Junie B. Jones is 
Not a Crook" at the Theater of Youth!  We can't wait to go! 
 
Fourth grade is back from February break and excited for what's to come! We are wrapping up 
our American Revolution unit, which means a chance to dive back into studies of Fiction!  We 
will begin preparing our students for their upcoming state tests (ELA April 11-12), while not 
deviating from the Reader's Workshop model.   We continue our study of fractions, learning to 
compare, add, subtract, and multiply them!  We are looking forward to visiting the high school 
in early March, to see a sneak peak of the musical 'Annie' on which we know the students have 
worked so hard! We were also recently approved for our favorite Spring field trip, to Mumford, 



and were pleasantly surprised to find transportation and tickets fully funded by PTO! We want 
to give a big thank you to you, PTO, for your generosity! We cannot wait for Spring to go! 

5th grade is working on a short Historical Fiction unit in Readers Workshop, and we are gearing 
up for the author visit. We are also planning two field trips for the month of April. One is to 
Alleghany State Park for a wilderness day, and the other is to the Buffalo Museum of Science for 
a design workshop. Both should be exciting science enrichment experiences. The 5th graders 
would also like to thank all of the parents who contributed their time and talents to make their 
production of Pirates Past Noon such a success. 
 
Library 
Library news: 2nd grade is about to start reading stories from 1001 Arabian Nights, 1st grade is 
doing biography research and about to start Pinocchio. Kindergarten is finishing up simple 
animal research. Also, we are checking out 1200 books a week these days, which is awesome!  
Please consider coming in to volunteer when your student comes in for library. 
 

February in Computer Lab 
Many of the sites I mention can be found at my website: www.mrsstott.com. 
Kindergarten: We began working with a new site: TeachYourMonstertoRead.com. Letters were 
sent home to help your children to use the site at home. They seem to really enjoy it! We also 
used Pixie 4 to create a poster of “100 things for our 100th day”. We are now starting a project 
about the 4 seasons, also using Pixie 4. 
First Grade: We have started a Writer’s Workshop research project using PebbleGo.com. 
Students chose an animal to research. Mrs. Senn came in to the Computer lab to help take 
notes from PebbleGo and put them in a graphic organizer. They are now starting to put the 
notes into complete sentences. They will eventually put all of the information into a non-fiction 
chapter book and a Google Slides presentation. 
Second Grade: We are working on a Pixie project about Communities: urban, rural and 
suburban. We are using the Pixie tools to create pictures of the different communities and 
writing about what you would see in those communities. This will take us quite a while, as it is a 
large project. 
Third Grade: We used NetSmartzKids.org to learn how to be safe online, how to protect our 
computers from a virus, how to create a strong and safe password, and how to use “good 
netiquette” when talking with someone online. We also read an article about the Winter 
Olympics and completed a Google Form to tell what we learned. We also completed more 
lessons in ReadingEggspress. 
Fourth grade:  We used NetSmartzKids.org to learn how to be safe online, how to protect our 
computers from a virus, and how to use “good netiquette” when talking with someone online. 
We also read an article about the Winter Olympics and completed a Google Form to tell what 
we learned. We also completed more lessons in ReadingEggspress. 
Fifth Grade:  We read an article about the Winter Olympics and completed a Google Form to 
tell what we learned. We also used NetSmartzKids.org to learn how to be safe online, how to 

http://www.mrsstott.com/


protect our computers from a virus, and how to use “good netiquette” when talking with 
someone online. We also reviewed our map skills as we used Cross Country USA2. 
 
Health Office 
Mrs. Lawless has reported that a parent has asked if the PTO could include allergy friendly 
snacks during events.  Mr. Dolce suggested utilizing the Middle School safe snack list.   
 
Parent Volunteer Coordinator’s Report- Jennifer Duff 
This Monday is the first time childcare will be offered for a school event, the Readers Workshop 
night.   
 
Wrap-Up Reports  
-Chocolate Sale Nicole Chelus, Julia Serenka 
Gross sales were approximately $16000, which is close to the target goal of $8000 profit.  
Candy will be distributed March 22.   
 
-Dr. Seuss Day Erin Schneckenberger, Liz Duckham 
Was a snow day.  PTO delivered books to class libraries.  A quiz was given to grades 3-5 and the 
winning class will receive a treat.   
 
Reports on Upcoming Events 
-Author Visit Rachna Clerici, Barb Lesh, Liane Roy 
Will be March 19-23.  The authors are a husband and wife team, Martha Hamilton and Mitch 
Weiss and will be here for five days.  The first day will be a kickoff assembly. They'll be doing 
performances for each grade, and then classroom workshops with all classes grades 3-5. The 
kids will have the opportunity to win lunch with them on Thursday or Friday. We provide 
breakfast, lunch and a special dinner for the authors and it is very well received. 
 
-Family Fun Night Michelle Hudak, Sandie Palzewski, Liane Roy 
Sign Up Genius for volunteers is coming out shortly.  Basket raffle will also be happening.  Pig 
Belly Entertainment is providing Giant Twister, Giant Jenga, Pin the tail on the donkey, longhorn 
lasso, a bunch of group games like tug o’ war and potato sack races, rattlesnake roundup, pixel 
play or strike a light.  Also, they will be bringing Itti Bitz ice cream.  There will be two Balloon 
Brothers this year, and a henna/glitter tattoo girl and Nickel City Reptiles.  Art teachers will all 
be doing face painting. 
 
-Science Night Liz Duckham, Nicole Avitahl-Curtis, Seshi Campbell, Krissy Crawford 
Will be held 4/26.  A Sign Up Genius will be emailed out in April and hopefully fifth grade 
parents can help.  The science night will have hands on demonstration from the Lego robotics 
club, UB’s Spectrometry club, Reinstein Woods, Museum of Science Star Lab, fifth graders 
displaying their work, and many more hands on experiments.   



-Staff Appreciation Lunch Erica Wahl, Lauren RussoWill be 5/11 and catered by the Poppyseed 
Restaurant.  $7 per person.  Ellicott families supply desserts and/or donations.  Talk of having a 
week of small activities to show our appreciation.   
 
 
Updates  
-Box Tops Tiffany Hsu   
We should be expecting a Box Top check for $571 in April.  The final collection will be in May. 
The winning class was 5th grade Mrs. Bermingham (collected 528 Box Tops) ($50 class choice) 
and the winning student was  Derek Doran (collected 224 Box Tops) ($20 gift card of his choice) 
The May collection amount will go to next year because they only pay out in December and 
April. 
 
-BET Update Erin Schneckenberger, Erin Mastroianni 
A discussion of recycling and implementation. 
 
 -Board of Education- Ren Choroser 
Budget season is upon us and more discussions will be had in the upcoming months.   
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting on Tuesday April 10, 2018 at 6:30pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Erin Mastroianni, Secretary. 
 


