Ellicott PTO Meeting Minutes
Thursday, February 11, 2021

President’s Report Jennifer Duff; Jennifer Coppola

Our presidents shared notes from the latest Central PTO Meeting-Central PTO clarified the best
practices for running a PTO and clarified how we can operate including how to navigate the gray
areas and stick to the mission statement.

It was proposed that we submit a statement of purpose for each event that we do, a
justification for why we do what we do to erase the gray area.

Most of what we do is within the guidelines.

As we think of new events keep an eye on our purpose which is education to our
students both academic or social.

PTO cannot fund a specific club.

Principal’s Report Dr. Pietrantone

Dr. Pietrantone thanked the PTO for continuation of funding.

Grades 4-5 have already gone on virtual field trips funded by the PTO.

Mr. Morton has been booked for in house programs for Kindergarten outdoors.

We reached out to other grade levels to see if they would like to choose virtual
programming for the PTO to fund to enhance curriculum.

Thank you to the PTO in advance for beat the winter blues, teachers and staff really
appreciate this.

Thank you to all parents for all they do, this year presented many and we have handled
everything so well. The safety of the students is kept in mind. Teachers and staff have
been amazing from day one.

Extra Curriculum Teachers on a cart are so impressive, we are so thankful.

The in house covid-19 testing we were doing every Thursday is done.

D.A.R.E. Graduations were done in the classrooms, looked a lot different but were fun
nonetheless.

Reader man was in several of the Kindergarten classes and will do the rest as soon as
we return.

The 100th day and Valentine’s Day celebrations were underway.

The Board of Ed has begun to talk about budget.

Expenses that we have had could potentially be repeating some are not such as the
polycarbonate barriers. Anticipate that things will look very similar to this year in
September. This causes the budget to become complicated.

State assessments in grades 3-5 are being surveyed on the Federal Education Laws
and Mandates of No Child Left Behind. This means that assessments may be put on
hold this year because all districts are operating differently.

REMINDER: Travel out of state during February break results in testing negative in state
and again after quarantining on the 4th day. Disney offers testing. Hoping that everyone
follows protocols put out by the county, this also goes for Spring Break.

The Ellicott Playground is slated for surfacing. We were going to surface a third and add
a few ADA pieces. It seems like there may be more money available.



This will make it safer and offer more mobility. This may happen in the springtime.

Dr. Watts in the Parent Information series has been wonderful; everyone is encouraged
to join in for future speaker presentations.

March 19th for early dismissal 11:05 cars will be loaded. 11:20 for busses.

Conference Day on March 22nd, no school.

Treasurer’s Report Tiffany Hsu

e Money has been used in in house programs including Mr. Morton, 5th grade theater of
youth virtual, 4th grade was virtual.
Money was used for the D.A.R.E. Program
Money was also used for the tents that are now in.

o We have 4 tents just for Ellicott that we can use, stored at the district.

o In addition to 3 additional tents that are for shared district wide use and can go to

any building based on need.

o All tents are 26x18 feet
A reminder to chairs to use the tax exempt form for purchases and submit all receipts.
We moved money into the budget line for in house programming please submit requests
for use.
Vice President’s Report Kathy Bielecki, Kylene Nungesser

e Mr. Fallon and Mrs. Silver were asked about bringing in an author virtually.

Teachers’ Report Mrs. Silver, Mrs. Hackford, Mrs. Clader
e The teachers requested images of the tents
e All grade levels are researching virtual field trips.
e See attached notes for additional report from the teachers

Committees:
Membership Tiffany Hsu, Jackie Westlund
e No updates
Communications Amy Mumbach
e Facebook has been continued to be updated please email amymumbach@gmail.com
with any requests for posts/notifications to go up on the Ellicott PTO Facebook Page.
e We are looking into starting an Instagram account
e October PTO meeting minutes can be find on the school website.

Mentorship Program Caren Chaffee, Erin Mastroianni
e We have one mentor and have linked up the mentor with a family

Upcoming Events/ Activities:

Staff Appreciation “Beat the Winter Blues” Caren, Chaffee, Amy Wierer
e February 24th
e Teachers/staff will help themselves to warm beverages and snacks

Online Spring Bookfair Alexis Knavel, Jackie Westlund


mailto:amymumbach@gmail.com

e Looking into Monkey See Monkey Do, adults, books for all ages, so many to choose
from, books would be shipped to home.

e Summer reading list per grade, Mr. Fallon has them made and they are on the Ellicott
Website.

Virtual Science Night Carrie Stromecki, Kim Murray
e Looking into doing a virtual event using FaceBook or a link.
e An example was suggested-The Yuck Show which gives prerecorded options, and
goody bags for up to 500 participants with the option to expand to 1000

Representatives:
BET Update Caren Chaffee, Jennifer Duff
e Nothing to report, no snow days this year because we do not have any built in to the
calendar, children must do virtual work.
Board of Education Update Carrie Stromecki-
e Search for a new Superintendent as ours is retiring.

Stay tuned for the next PTO meeting date in the upcoming months.



February Teacher’s Report

Kindergarten: It has been and will be a month of celebrations in Kindergarten! We are
becoming Super Readers by using super powers such as pointer power, sound power, picture
power etc. We have been getting excited for the Hundredth Day by making crowns, counting by
tens and drawing what we would look like when we are 100 years old. We made our Valentine's
Day bags and can't wait to open all of our valentines. Kindergarten will be wearing pajamas to
celebrate! In Writing, we are also working on pattern books. The children have really been
enjoying their outside recess time.

First Graders are busy reading nonfiction books and researching animals! They will put their
research into a chapter book they're writing about their animal. They're also going to be making
clay models of their animals in art, a diorama of their animal's habitat, and a PowerPoint
presentation in computer class!

We 're learning about dental health this month. We're also learning about famous African-
Americans for Black History month. We made valentines for veterans, and we'll celebrate
Valentine's Day with a card exchange and celebration before winter break!

Second grade classes have been reading non-fiction books and growing our knowledge on a
wide range of topics. We have become experts on things we are interested in and learned the
‘lingo” to talk the talk about our subject. It has been a very exciting unit! Our math curriculum is
focused on place value and learning how we can add and subtract numbers in parts. Awesome
number sense is growing! Science and Social Studies are intertwined in the study of our world
and how land and water forms come to be. We have been getting out in the snow to play often
and are looking forward to the warmer weather to get back on the playground!

Third grade has just recently wrapped up our character studies unit in Reader's Workshop. We
read Because of Winn-Dixie as our mentor text and learned to think analytically about
characters. In Math we will be moving into fractions. Kids enjoy finding and using fractions in
real life. Incorporating fractions in your daily interactions with your children can be a fun
family activity. In the coming months, we will be studying countries around the world. We will
be learning about culture, traditions, and history of Brazil and China. Finally, we are finishing

up our cursive review. Soon your child should be attempting to write all assignments in cursive.

Fourth grade is plugging away in hybrid mode over here! In math, we're using various
strategies as mathematicians to solve larger addition & subtraction equations & story
problems; in Reading & Writing Workshops we're continuing our character & theme
work, as well as writing up a storm in our informational books and summary writing; in
Social Studies we'll be taking a virtual fieldtrip to Colonial Times with Mr. Dave Ruch



(thank you, PTO!), and in Science we're enjoying learning about energy and conducting
many experiments at home!

In fifth grade, we have been very busy! Our DARE unit has wrapped up and Officer
Mazur was able to pull off 8 graduation ceremonies in two days just for our kids! We
are very grateful and happy that we found a way to continue this very valuable
program.

Our fifth graders also had the opportunity to sit in on a Google Meet with Dave Carl,
who is an author but is also a former Ellicott student. He graduated from OP and
writes

books about a character who is in a wheelchair since he is himself. It was a wonderful
opportunity to hear from him and to have the kids ask questions.

Prior to the Holiday break, fifth graders also got to see a play put out by TOY. We
watched "The New Kid" which pairs with our first Reader's Workshop unit read aloud.
We continue to work on all content areas and are currently focusing our efforts on
fractions, mixed numbers and line plots in math. the kids will be wrapping up our
non-fiction unit with a Flipgrid presentation or Google Slides presentation to showcase
what they have learned about a topic they are passionate about. We continue to plug
away at our unit on freshwater in science. The hybrid schedule is a challenge but we
aren't letting it get us down in fifth grade!

Ellicott artists have been busy getting messy and creating from
their classrooms!

Kindergarten students are currently focusing on identifying and creating geometric
shapes. We are learning about architecture and creating collages of different house
styles that we will combine into our neighborhood landscapes.

First graders are sculpting their research animals and learning about creating
three-dimensional forms with clay.

Second grade artists have mastered drawing proportions of the face, as we are
completing our king and queen of hearts portraits.

Third graders are in the middle of our weaving unit, they have created their own looms
and are working with weaving an AB pattern using various colors.

Fourth grade artists are studying the still life paintings and style of Wayne Thiebaud,
whose work incorporates geometric forms as well as value and shading. Students
have learned how to use curved lines and value with vine charcoal to create the
illusion of three-dimension within their drawings.



Fifth grade has been working diligently on sculpting animal bobble heads with clay.
Our focus has been in using proper techniques as well as applying proportions and
balance within their work.

Computer Class with Mrs. Stott:

Many of the sites | mention can be found at my website: www.mrsstott.com.

Kindergarten:

We visited NetSmartzKids.org to learn how to keep ourselves safe near strangers.
“Clicky” taught us how to “Know the Rules” and “Beat the Tricks”. We have been
working a lot on our “mouse skills”. We used a tutorial on ABC Mouse and a site called

minimouse.us to help us practice. Feel free to send in a mouse with your child to keep

at school, if you like.

First Grade:

We reviewed Typetastic, a site that helps us learn where the keys are on the keyboard.
| also drew metallic lines on the students keyboards to help remind them to use two
hands when typing. The lines show the middle of the keyboard. They should use the left
hand for the keys on the left side and the right hand on the right. We have been using
Google Slides to help us prepare for a research project we'll be doing later in the year.
We also made some “Valentines for Veterans” using Google Slides. What a nice job

they did!

Second Grade:

We used Google Docs to write New Year’s Resolutions. We learned how to safely
search for and add an image using the Google Docs app. We reviewed Typetastic, a
site that helps us learn where the keys are on the keyboard. | also drew metallic lines on
the students keyboards to help remind them to use two hands when typing. The lines

show the middle of the keyboard. They should use the left hand for the keys on the left
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side and the right hand on the right. We’'ll learn formal keyboarding skills in the next

month or so. We also made some “Valentines for Veterans” using Google Slides. They

did a great job!

Third Grade:

We’ve been working on improving our typing skills. Please reinforce at home the need
to use two hands on the “home row” while typing. We used Google Docs to write New
Year’s Resolutions. We learned how to change font style, size, and color as well as
safely search for and add an image using the Google Docs app. We also used a site
called Wordart.com to create a “Word Cloud”. These became our “Valentines for
Veterans”. What a nice job they did!

Fourth grade:

We’'ve been working on improving our typing skills. Please reinforce at home the need
to use two hands on the “home row” while typing. We used Google Classroom to open
a Google Doc. Then we used Google Docs to write New Year’s Resolutions. We
learned how to change font style, size, and color as well as safely search for and add an
image using the Google Docs app. We also used the site WortArt.com to create a

“Word Cloud”. These became our “Valentines for Veterans”. They did a super job!

Fifth Grade (with Mr. Fallon):

We’ve been working on improving our typing skills. Please reinforce at home the need
to use two hands on the “home row” while typing. We used Google Slides to create a
shared slide show called “What’s your Dream?” We shared our dreams for the world
and our future. We are using many new tech skills to enhance our slides. | am

impressed with how good they are at using the Google platform!






