
Ellicott PTO Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 26, 2021

President’s Report
Jen Coppola, Jennifer Duff

● Voting for approval of the new slate of positions went as follows:
● Jennifer Duff for co-president (first motion to pass Amy Mumbach 2nd Tiffany Hsu)
● Jen Coppola for co-president (1st motion to pass Tara Womble and 2nd Mrs. Clader)
● Tara Womble for co-vice president (1st motion to pass Kathy Bilecki and 2nd Mrs

Clader)
● Kathy Bilecki for co-vice president (1st motion to pass Jenni Duff and 2nd Jen Coppola)
● Erin Craumer for treasurer (1st motion to pass Kathy Bilecki 2nd Mrs. Clader)
● Tara Mangetti for secretary (1st motion to pass Jen Coppola 2nd Tara Womble)
● Tiffany Hsu for parent coordinator (1st motion to pass Kathy Bilecki and 2nd Mrs.

Clader)
● Voting for all proposed committee chairs: 1st motion to pass Jen Coppola 2nd Tiffany

Hsu
● No oppositions

Thank you to everyone who stepped up to fill these positions, we are looking forward to making
the 2021-2022 school year the best it can be for our Ellicott students!

Principal’s Report
Dr. Pietrantone

● Thank you to the PTO for the staff appreciation luncheon from The Poppyseed.
● The flowers in the planters in the front of the school look wonderful.
● In house field trips have been wonderful for enrichment.
● Child placement forms for the 2021-2022 school year were available through

powerschool and were due on May 28th.
● 4th grade assessments will take place on June 2nd and will be multiple choice.
● The fifth grade graduation will take place under the tents outside, with one class having

their ceremony at a time. There is a plan in place as well as a rain date. one at a time
ceremony.

● 5th grade students are working on a high quality video with Mrs. Holden, that will
showcase all of the fifth graders in the school district.

● Next year there are still question marks regarding planning. As far as if the 3ft distance
guideline will still be in place as well as questions surrounding events, chorus, band,
orchestra and other extra-curriculars. The hope is to get everything back on the calendar
but at this point it is still unclear.

● Each school will have 1 full day UPK classroom in the 2021-2022 in addition to at least
one half day UPK classroom.

● The screening for incoming kindergarteners will take place at the end of June. There will
be bus rides at this time and then again in August.

● Teachers are excited about adding in new writing units next year.



● The process for hiring a new principal is underway and a thought exchange is being
created to find out what the people in our district would like to see in a candidate. People
can add a comment and then vote on the importance of the answer.

Treasurer’s Report
Tiffany Hsu

● Voting for approval of the 2021-2022 budget proposal (1st motion to pass Jen Coppola
and 2nd Tiffany Hsu)

○ No oppositions.
● Each grade will have $1,500 to spend on virtual in house programming as we will still

not be using transportation for field trips in the 2021-2022 school year. The in house
programming for K-5 was very well received this year.

● The additional money that goes to the school for development will be on hold until we
can resume fundraising.

Teacher’s Report
Mrs. Silver

PTO Teacher’s News- 5/26/21
Kindergarten

● Our Kindergarteners are busy learning about plants and addition/subtraction.
● We are also working hard to become avid readers and writers.
● The children have been very excited to visit with Mr. Morton and his animals
● They enjoyed the virtual author and illustrator visit with Bridget Heos and Mike

Ciccotello.
● Thank you to the PTO for the tents.  We all love using them for snack, read alouds, and

workshops.
● We are looking forward to our virtual field trip with the Museum of Science in June.
● We really appreciate this opportunity!

First Grade
● Thank you PTO for bringing author Marty Kelley virtually to Ellicott! It was

surprisingly engaging and informative. The kids of all grade levels loved him!
Thank you also for the outdoor tents! We LOVE reading outside!

● Our virtual Zoo Mobile visit was awesome, We saw more animals than you usually see
even when you go to the zoo! Thank you for sponsoring that awesome visit!

● We’re working on our Character unit in reader’s workshop and all the first graders are
making posters of their favorite character and introducing them on a flipgrid!

● In math we’re working on 3D shapes and geometry.
● In Science we’re finishing up units in Mystery Science and Smithsonian Science.
● In Social Studies we’re learning about American Symbols.

Second grade
● Second grade has been going strong.
● We are working on arrays in math!
● We are reading series books with our book clubs and we are always writing.



● We have enjoyed virtual field trips about Rocks and Bugs from the Buffalo Museum of
Science.

● We are looking forward to our virtual field trip from the Buffalo Zoo next month.
● We can’t believe that June is next week.

Third grade
● Classes are enjoying using the outside tent space as often as possible for lunches,

Reader’s Workshop, and more.
● Also, during the week of June 1st, 3rd grade students will be attending a virtual field trip

sponsored by the SPCA. It will be a follow up to the presentation from the Virtual
Science Night.

● Thanks so much to the PTO for their support this year!
● Third grade teachers want to thank the PTO for the generous lunch during Teacher

Appreciation Week. It was delicious and we appreciated it very much.
4th grade

● We are LOVING our outdoor tents! We are taking full advantage and utilizing them
frequently! Thank you, PTO!

● Also, thank you again for our awesome virtual field trips with Dave Ruch!
Fourth-graders loved his most recent presentation on Colonial Times! Thank you so
much!

● In math, we’re starting a new unit on measurement.
● In reading, we’re enjoying book clubs using historical fiction books.
● In Science, we’re learning about rocks and weathering.
● What a successful year during such a difficult time. As always, we’re so thankful for all

the support from PTO and parents at home throughout the school year!
Fifth grade

● We are gearing up for the end of the year activities!
● The kids have been working very hard on producing a district-wide video montage for

their Moving Up Day ceremonies.  These ceremonies will be done differently than in
year’s past but will still be face-face.  Each class will have their own time slot and parents
will be attending over the course of two days.

● Students have ordered their traditional fifth grade t-shirts and we can’t wait to see them!
● The students have met with the guidance counselor from the Middle School and are

turning their attention towards their big move!
● Our kids have recently attended two virtual field trips; one to the Underground Railroad

of Niagara Falls and the other to study artifacts through the Buffalo Museum of Science.
● Thank you so much to the PTO and all of their support during this crazy school year.

Music
● We are wrapping up our school year with some video projects.
● Mrs. Holden is working on getting videos of solo singing into the SeeSaw Portfolios of

students.
● The 5th graders are working on a district-wide end-of-year music video. We
● recorded the audio of the song, “We’re In This Together”, last week with Chris Chaffee

and we will film our video portion tomorrow (Wednesday) afternoon with Candlelight



● Video Productions. The finished video will be released to the community during the last
week of school.

● Students will be reviewing patriotic songs for Memorial Day and Flag Day in music class
and the younger classes (K-1) will go outside for some singing games.
5th grade is ending the year with Ukulele.

● The 5th graders will participate in a virtual field trip to the Sheas Junior Theatre
Celebration on Friday, June 4th from 9:30-12:30pm. They will participate in virtual
workshops with leaders from iTheatrics in NYC, meet a cast member from the Broadway
production of Hamilton, watch student performances (including a virtual choir
performance they will be featured in) and see the world premier of the new “Zoom
Musical” for kids, “Dot and Kangaroo”
We have four Ellicott students that participated in “Dot and Kangaroo” See the press
release below:

PRESS RELEASE:
Six students from Orchard Park Elementary Schools, Eggert and Ellicott, have been
chosen for the cast of a Special Workshop Production of Dot and the Kangaroo JR.
Online Edition. The musical is adapted from Ethel C. Pedley’s beloved 1899 children’s
book set in the Australian Outback which explores the adventures of Dot, a young girl
who is lost but befriended by a maternal kangaroo. Composed by Daniel Mertzlufft
(Ratatouille TikTok Musical Fame) with lyrics by Kate Leonard and a book by Daniel
Stoddard, this production is led by the talented production team from iTheatrics: Marty
Johnson, Jiana Odland, Lindsay Lupi, and Daniel Mertzlufft.

This is an online musical and will be rehearsed and taped live in the Zoom platform. The
Special Workshop Performance will happen at the Shea’s Virtual Junior Theater
Celebration and students at both Ellicott and Eggert will watch their peers perform the
musical as a virtual field trip. Keon Breske (EG), Gianna Kingston (EL), Noah Maloney
(EL), McKenna Nungesser (EL), Ashlyn Shurtliffe (EL) and Sophie Yusick (EG) are
currently in weekly Zoom  rehearsals and will perform the premiere performance on
June 4th, 2021.

Cast List
Keon Breske - Henry, Dot’s Father
Gianna Kingston- Bandicoot
Noah Maloney- Larry Lorikeet
McKenna Nungesser- Wazza Waterheron
Ashlyn Shurtliffe- Mal Magpie Goose
Sophie Yusick, Baby Kangaroo and Hopping Mouse

Computer Class with Mrs. Stott:

● Many of the sites mentioned can be found at Mrs. Stott’s website: www.mrsstott.com.
Please visit this site over the summer to continue the computer fun and learning!

Kindergarten

http://www.mrsstott.com/


● We learned a lot this spring! We worked some more on our coding skills using
CodeMonkey Jr and Code.org. The students really got the hang of it!

● We also used several apps on the iPads: Letter School, Bugs and Bubbles, Bugs and
Numbers, and Kindergarten Learning Games.

● We even made a couple gifts using Google Slides. They came out great!!

First Grade

● We worked hard this spring on our animal research projects. We created a slideshow
using google slides. We typed sentences and searched for images (within the Slides app)
of our animals. They sure did a nice job!

● We also used the iPads. The students really like using the app First Grade Learning
Games!

● We created a couple gifts using Slides as well.
Second Grade

● We began learning how to type using the home row this spring! Students have been using
typing.com to learn which fingers touch which keys when typing.

○ Please encourage your child to use their Google account to sign in to Typing.com
at home and throughout the summer. Only 5-10 minutes a couple times a week
will keep their skill sharp.

○ Remind them to always use the home row position when typing.
○ They are off to a great start on a skill they will use for the rest of their lives.

● We also created some “ShapeGrams”. This is a Google drawing activity that teaches how
to use shapes to create pictures. They really like being creative on the computer!

Third Grade

● We created a Spring acrostic poem using Google Docs. They practiced formatting the text
and searching for images to enhance their poem.

● We used a site called Interland to learn about how to be safe online. The student really
enjoyed it and learned a lot too.

● We also had a great time using code.org to create a “dance party”. Have your child share
their work with you if they haven’t done so already. They look terrific!

● Please encourage your child to use their Google account to sign in to Typing.com at
home and throughout the summer. Only 5-10 minutes a couple times a week will keep
their skill sharp. Remind them to always use the home row position when typing.

Fourth grade

● It’s been so nice to see everyone back in class together! We worked on some coding
activities using Code.org. I am always amazed how quickly the students catch on to this.

http://typing.com/
http://code.org/


● We’ve also been learning how to stay safe online. We used a site called Interland that
taught us how to be nice online, be careful how we share things, use strong passwords,
and to look out for being tricked into giving out information.

● We are now using a site designed by the FBI ~ Cyber Surf Islands that teaches about
cyber safety and gives a quiz afterward.

● Please encourage your child to use their Google account to sign in to Typing.com at
home and throughout the summer. Only 5-10 minutes a couple times a week will keep
their skill sharp. Remind them to always use the home row position when typing.

Fifth Grade (with Mr. Fallon)
● We worked on some coding activities using Code.org. They do a really good job with

coding!
● We’ve also been learning how to stay safe online. We used a site called Interland that

taught us how to be nice online, be careful how we share things, use strong passwords,
and to look out for being tricked into giving out information.

● We are now using a site designed by the FBI ~ Cyber Surf Islands that teaches about
cyber safety and gives a quiz afterward.

● Please encourage your child to use their Google account to sign in to Typing.com at
home and throughout the summer. Only 5-10 minutes a couple times a week will keep
their skill sharp. Remind them to always use the home row position when typing.

● They are off to a great start on a skill they will use for the rest of their lives. Best of Luck
in the Middle School!!

Committees

Membership
Tiffany Hsu, Jackie Westlund

● Wrapping up the year, no chance for new membership promotion, we will go hard in the
fall.

Communications
Amy Mumbach

● Facebook has been a good source of communication, email amymumbach@gmail.com to
have anything posted.

Wrap-Up Reports:

Virtual Author visit Marty Kelley (4/15-4/16)
Kylene Nungesser

● Received a ton of positive responses
● Each grade level had its own presentation including the virtual students.
● He was a great, engaging author for a virtual visit.

mailto:amymumbach@gmail.com


● Hopefully next year this will work in person

Virtual Bookfair (5/3-5/10)
Jackie Westlund

● This was the first time doing something like this.
● It went well but only made around $90 so hopefully next year we can be in person.

Staff Appreciation Week (5/3-5/7)
Caren Chaffee, Amy Wierer

● A week of teacher appreciation from the kids and ended with individually packed lunches
from The Poppyseed Restaurant.

Virtual Science Week (5/17-5/21)
Carrie Stromecki, Kim Murray, Laurin Derrick, Aimee Comeau

● This was incredible and so educational.
● The link can be accessed indefinitely, if you have not checked it out yet it is not too late.

Representatives:

BET Update (5/24)
Caren Chaffee, Jennifer Duff

● An all encompassing survey went out in the summer months one for teachers and one for
parents. We hope to see positive growth when the next one goes out.

Board of Education Update
Carrie Stromecki

● There were budget discussions and discussions about returning to full time.
● The new superintendent for next year was announced.
● There was also a Public forum about HS and Middle School returning to full time.

Additional Notes:

● Next PTO meeting September 2021
● New chairs will be contacted for handoff of information.
● September 8th is the first day of school.




