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Policy 5131: Conduct Status: ADOPTED

Original Adopted Date: 03/07/2013 | Last Revised Date: 02/06/2020 | Last Reviewed Date: 02/06/2020 see more

The Board of Education believes that all students have the right to be educated in a safe and positive learning environment free from disruptions.  Students shall be expected to exhibit appropriate
conduct that does not infringe upon the rights of others or interfere with the school program while on school grounds, going to or coming from school, at school activities, or using district
transportation.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that each school develops standards of conduct and discipline consistent with Board policies and administrative regulations. Students and
parents/guardians shall be notified of district and school rules related to conduct.

Prohibited student conduct includes, but is not limited to:

1. Conduct that endangers students, staff, or others, including, but not limited to, physical violence, possession of a firearm or other weapon, and terrorist threats
 

2. Discrimination, harassment, intimidation, or bullying of students or staff, including sexual harassment, hate-motivated behavior, cyberbullying, hazing or initiation activity, extortion, or any
other verbal, written, or physical conduct that causes or threatens to cause violence, bodily harm, or substantial disruption to the school program
 

3. Conduct that disrupts the orderly classroom or school environment
 

4. Willful defiance of staff's authority
 

5. Damage to or theft of property belonging to students, staff, or the district
 

6. Obscene acts or use of profane, vulgar, or abusive language
 

7. Possession, use, or being under the influence of tobacco, alcohol, or other prohibited substances
 

8. Possession or use of a laser pointer, unless for a valid instructional or other school-related purpose with prior permission of the principal or designee  (Penal Code 417.27)
 

9. Use of a cell phone, smart watch, pager, or other mobile communication device during instructional time or in an unauthorized manner in violation of district policy
 

10. Plagiarism or dishonesty on school work or tests
 

11. Wearing of any attire that violates district or school dress codes, including gang-related apparel
 

12. Tardiness or unexcused absence from school
 

13. Failure to remain on school premises in accordance with school rules

Employees are expected to enforce standards of conduct and, when they observe or receive a report of a violation of these standards, to appropriately intervene or seek assistance. As necessary,
the employee shall refer the matter to a supervisor or the principal or designee.

When a school employee suspects that a search of a student or a student's belongings will turn up evidence of the student's violation of the law or school rules, such a search shall be conducted in
accordance with BP/AR 5145.12 - Search and Seizure.

When a student uses any prohibited device, or uses a permitted device in an unauthorized manner, a district employee may confiscate the device.  The employee shall store the device securely until
it is returned to the student or turned over to the principal or designee, as appropriate.

Students who violate district or school rules and regulations may be subject to discipline including, but not limited to, suspension, expulsion, transfer to alternative programs, referral to a student
success team or counseling services, or denial of participation in extracurricular or cocurricular activities or other privileges in accordance with Board policy and administrative regulation.  The
Superintendent or designee shall notify local law enforcement as appropriate.

Students also may be subject to discipline, in accordance with law, Board policy, or administrative regulation, for any off-campus conduct during nonschool hours which poses a threat or danger to
the safety of students, staff, or district property, or substantially disrupts school activities.

Policy Reference Disclaimer:These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority for the board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for

those interested in the subject matter of the policy.

State Description

5 CCR 300-307 Duties of students (https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?

guid=I2A983D204C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29#I2A99EAD34C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3)

Civ. Code 1714.1 Liability of parent or guardian for act of willful misconduct by a minor (http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?

sectionNum=1714.1.&lawCode=CIV)

Ed. Code 200-270 Prohibition of discrimination (http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?

division=1.&chapter=2.&part=1.&lawCode=EDC&title=1.&article=1.)

Ed. Code 32280-32289.5 School safety plans (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=1.&title=1.&part=19.&chapter=2.5.&article=5.)

Ed. Code 35181 Governing board authority to set policy on responsibilities of students (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?

lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=35181.)

Ed. Code 35291-35291.5 Rules (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&division=3.&title=2.&part=21.&chapter=2.&article=10.)

Ed. Code 44807 Teachers' duty concerning conduct of students (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=44807.)

Ed. Code 48900-48925 Suspension and expulsion (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?

lawCode=EDC&division=4.&title=2.&part=27.&chapter=6.&article=1.)

Ed. Code 51512 Prohibition against electronic listening or recording device in classroom without permission (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?

lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=51512.)

Pen. Code 288.2 Harmful matter with intent to seduce (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=288.2.)
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State Description

Pen. Code 313 Harmful matter (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=313.)

Pen. Code 417.25-417.27 Laser scope or laser pointer (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=11.&part=1.&chapter=&article=)

Pen. Code 647 Use of camera or other instrument to invade person's privacy; misdemeanor (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?

lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=647.)

Pen. Code 653.2 Electronic communication devices; threats to safety (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=653.2.)

Veh. Code 23123-23124 Prohibitions against use of electronic devices while driving (https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?

lawCode=VEH&division=11.&title=&part=&chapter=12.&article=1.)

Federal Description

20 USC 1681-1688 Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; discrimination based on sex ()

Management Resources Description

California Department of Education Publication Bullying at School, 2003 (https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ss/se/documents/bullyingatschool.pdf)

Court Decision Lavine v. Blaine School District (2001, 9th Cir.) 257 F.3d 981 ()

Court Decision New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985) 469 U.S. 325 ()

Court Decision Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969) 393 U.S. 503 ()

Court Decision Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser (1986) 478 U.S. 675 ()

Court Decision Emmett v. Kent School District No. 415 (2000) 92 F.Supp. 1088 ()

Court Decision J.C. v. Beverly Hills Unified School District (2010) 711 F.Supp.2d 1094 ()

Court Decision LaVine v. Blaine School District (2000, 9th Cir.) 257 F.3d 981 ()

CSBA Publication Cyberbullying: Policy Considerations for Boards, Policy Brief, July 2007 ()

CSBA Publication Providing a Safe, Nondiscriminatory School Environment for All Students, Policy Brief, April 2010 ()

CSBA Publication Safe Schools: Strategies for Governing Boards to Ensure Student Success, 2011

(https://www.csba.org/GovernanceAndPolicyResources/ConditionsOfChildren/~/~/media/722EF232A117447F9711112F75FBC212.ashx)

Website CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal Services (https://legalservices.csba.org/)

Website National School Safety Center (http://www.schoolsafety.us)

Website Center for Safe and Responsible Internet Use (https://www.ewa.org/organization/center-safe-and-responsible-internet-use)

Website California Department of Education, Safe Schools (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ss)

Website CSBA (http://www.csba.org)

Website U.S. Department of Education (http://www.ed.gov)

Cross References

Code Description

0440 District Technology Plan (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=swdLleoCGFUGSkGy9XslshIHg==)

0440 District Technology Plan (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=U4mGHH2oIslshJvGMqjz5bAXQ==)

0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=xIhi02W2QDEomslshfplusSXQzIQ==)

0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=Lvb4PRIqfMzC0UGbwVA9LA==)

1114 District-Sponsored Social Media (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=Y3hV2U6hT5gO5w9s0nD2Tw==)

1114 District-Sponsored Social Media (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=9Cw3WE3HfD0SLxe1Ux9m3A==)

1313 Civility (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=kQeU6TmbfzslshCcA61ShkyKQ==)

1313-E PDF(1) Civility (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=eFL0Zfhe3XZ7D2huWk9Eew==)

1330.1 Joint Use Agreements (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=TTb9UkjxdxAT9yTlUmiIHg==)

3513.4 Drug And Alcohol Free Schools (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=7t2TdyEzEIhg0ydo8RMpXg==)

3515.4 Recovery For Property Loss Or Damage (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=f1jUVVb1ryhTCzslshWWoOLpA==)

3515.4 Recovery For Property Loss Or Damage (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=SnH7SFplusjqVB2hftnKy9CSQ==)

3516.2 Bomb Threats (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=8SkLCPjcmfslshmN84zgN6nEw==)

4131 Staff Development (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=cplusM4gvMYw2Q4o8bplusxbV7bQ==)

4131 Staff Development (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=hPMy7WYNcplus50AupluswMEFc6A==)

4219.21 Professional Standards (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=Js7o5kmSfe3DpApWEvIkxA==)

4219.21-E PDF(1) Professional Standards - Code Of Ethics (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=cAe8a3r5lKxxRr9EVpz32w==)

4231 Staff Development (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=eEPiKUBGQ5r5EGAOTPvSbA==)

4231 Staff Development (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=vv7Vgpx2BYxZ2eOe7S5F5w==)

4319.21 Professional Standards (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=oU2lslshwQVWl5Zkifm0ixDsQ==)

4319.21-E PDF(1) Professional Standards (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=yKVSslshESAV9BrhWNyXRwicQ==)

5000 Concepts And Roles (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=gUlefaUmRTiajRplusplusiMqo6w==)

5020 Parent Rights And Responsibilities (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=pk0Ko8SjQQBVwTs1Jpz13w==)

5020 Parent Rights And Responsibilities (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=jGnqzbgHHGblae5gCxY0plusg==)

5112.5 Open/Closed Campus (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=jtdzfnXnZRf3fwAkYjgbzw==)

5112.5 Open/Closed Campus (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=hKpb1lplusfRlOd5J1FgNW67A==)

5113 Absences And Excuses (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=JinmkgvzGWOEkl4UplusO8fKg==)

5113 Absences And Excuses (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=6DqeItNpfROcFbYKcGX97Q==)

5113.1 Chronic Absence And Truancy (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=uMWMk4K1TMaqplus8ETkQ9plus7g==)

5113.1 Chronic Absence And Truancy (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=e5S649slshm15BSF9ZF8VWFRw==)

5113.11 Attendance Supervision (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=z79odEp0zAzshR7Vb0eh5A==)
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Code Description

5113.12 District School Attendance Review Board (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=7oQfHAKDokSOdPAbEktGhQ==)

5113.12 District School Attendance Review Board (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=tvevKES6mapHnUZZXW7UqA==)

5127 Graduation Ceremonies And Activities (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=hNlCHKyxfB8nVnRfWb4fgg==)

5131.1 Bus Conduct (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=jTplusYR5anIYvAK23XsjYO7Q==)

5131.1 Bus Conduct (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=12l2gcij1vkAYyTLq2M2HQ==)

5131.2 Bullying (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=3VRjUPjlF3EnBFX1w2ruZw==)

5131.2 Bullying (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=l8uBEgmIBOoIxmn3t7U10w==)

5131.4 Student Disturbances (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=fqgBFOjQudolp5hQNkchUw==)

5131.4 Student Disturbances (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=wttR3fG8GGgoRHVN8XbEXg==)

5131.41 Use Of Seclusion And Restraint (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=9rzLl1OYNQaokIdpgL0yGg==)

5131.5 Vandalism And Graffiti (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=slshy20zPgo7cRslshUN8DYazocw==)

5131.6 Alcohol And Other Drugs (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=GXcam2jDw7cKJFwplusZClA8g==)

5131.6 Alcohol And Other Drugs (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=lhkymslshipbbcO9RBpuHpluszlQ==)

5131.62 Tobacco (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=KOyljPNAnhplusZLTnzJdzYyg==)

5131.62 Tobacco (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=GurA5oi1ADo6mhudCgQrwg==)

5131.7 Weapons And Dangerous Instruments (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=GbAchSFvi1INfXObcxxMLw==)

5131.7 Weapons And Dangerous Instruments (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=en1S4fvcEYZq6LSziSMHWQ==)

5131.8 Mobile Communication Devices (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=j1LHk7lQiRr3sVzzVTJuUQ==)

5131.9 Academic Honesty (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=AgxK79dihWKal0A4oNbL3Q==)

5132 Dress And Grooming (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=rrkpyM1xvplusVUJO2oO8ctMw==)

5132 Dress And Grooming (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=oLWg7CGpluswlOgWsPUjzJ5wQ==)

5136 Gangs (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=sfAdA5D09UoDslsh9t5UpD1bw==)

5136 Gangs (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=wKo63zpVA4UslshQEbgkcW8Kw==)

5137 Positive School Climate (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=G12BdpluspB3eu0aOejOLCoOA==)

5141.4 Child Abuse Prevention And Reporting (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=VihUwbsoMGffTx4KNJip0A==)

5141.4 Child Abuse Prevention And Reporting (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=jvO1FqawvzxNcsmN04pI1g==)

5141.52 Suicide Prevention (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=UUI8cLN0NeZcvlXT6cwaAg==)

5141.52 Suicide Prevention (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=fjZBE3c7Ezslsh6aC9pB5VvPw==)

5142 Safety (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=ANTwgI3plusTZcyloawFZqSRg==)

5142 Safety (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=zqOYncpveiWSMlGuwplusJXBA==)

5144 Discipline (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=Co3HQH4VOQX9cgyZ2PvoKA==)

5144 Discipline (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=BslshJKy9N26xWkUroslshWvBLLQ==)

5144.1 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=VtpcRslshYGRfgzzvK1ZuNM9A==)

5144.1 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=bXftFVbCO5knXfYSIYPg0g==)

5144.2 Suspension And Expulsion/Due Process (Students With Disabilities) (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?

S=36030557&revid=ixzTS3V7YxeHSXsLHHEGBQ==)

5145.12 Search And Seizure (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=UslBTOHzUVhbISONBp9Klw==)

5145.12 Search And Seizure (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=18vib1SZAW2slshViTwoihvgg==)

5145.2 Freedom Of Speech/Expression (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=tUctfPqhyMNhNilpluskaLHuQ==)

5145.2 Freedom Of Speech/Expression (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=whVJMHo0Xw1ojyx5hCvm9A==)

5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=HEuc5yslshuoOCslshQqsDn2yduA==)

5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=plusCSXZslshZSKihRqzBJKUFU8A==)

5145.7 Sex Discrimination and Sex-Based Harassment (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=IDplusplusu2xTDppIPQI9MukEFw==)

5145.7 Sex Discrimination and Sex-Based Harassment (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=WIy8XJFuqjs8YUvZ8qzwog==)

5145.9 Hate-Motivated Behavior (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=p8W399lh2fBz16cKslshxGu3Q==)

6116 Classroom Interruptions (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=xplusO2AMvQX0DhpFSS2yG75g==)

6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=dLCekHUpahSe5t8xmHmcBw==)

6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=ueWpzuoN9Ysplusj7nAaHEJxA==)

6144 Controversial Issues (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=HLJMoYqs45gslshhsP9C07PLQ==)

6145 Extracurricular And Cocurricular Activities (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=IjPplusjuf8BeUfyeuS9o6Ulw==)

6145 Extracurricular And Cocurricular Activities (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=poF0dAl3a8Tz5xsOhEe1qg==)

6145.2 Athletic Competition (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=0GCOLGKjWCansFAFtqEfuA==)

6145.2 Athletic Competition (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=SRS7nMzZW690py747fDPpA==)

6145.5 Student Organizations And Equal Access (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=DM7xI3cK34JXplusplus185Mm3Rw==)

6145.5 Student Organizations And Equal Access (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=0MSpsM4rwyTplusnSeB9RPcjg==)

6145.8 Assemblies And Special Events (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=twZu6iunGrbcZHbP4Cmp9Q==)

6153 School-Sponsored Trips (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=IislshSuySNxth53dSClAtnJg==)

6153 School-Sponsored Trips (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=Hg8e5VigTlXMYOsKHJ9ZaQ==)

6153-E PDF(1) School-Sponsored Trips (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=pluslj2KAplusdBctzFiR9xaAkqA==)

6159.4 Behavioral Interventions For Special Education Students (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=IU58nh2z37Kslsh1yLOTtLlTg==)

6162.54 Test Integrity/Test Preparation (/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030557&revid=pluszotrYd0UOiopGKS9NZ99g==)
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