
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR)

The Mission of OVR is to help individuals with 
disabilities obtain and maintain employment 

and advance in their careers

• OVR is State and Federally Funded



Categories of Disabilities



What is considered a Disability?

• Physical disabilities
• Head Trauma
• Spinal Cord Injury
• Mental Health Issues
• Diabetes
• Epilepsy
• Cerebral Palsy
• Skeletal and Joint Disease
• Speech Impairment
• Hearing and/or Visual Impairment
• Intellectual or Developmental disabilities

Including but not limited to…



Overcoming Barriers to Employment

Mobility
Personal Care
Work Tolerance
Interpersonal Skills
Work Skills
Communication
Self  Direction



Who Should  be Referred?

• Students who are 1-2 years away from 
graduating from high school.

• Students who disability(ies) are going to 
present a challenge for him/her becoming 
employed after graduation

• Students who WANT to work



Pre-Application Process

• An application for OVR services is called a 
Pre-Application

• The Pre-Application can only be completed 
On-Line

• Students/Family are encouraged to 
complete the application on-line

• If you do not have a computer or are 
having difficulties you can contact the 
Reading OVR Office for assistance 610-621-
5800

• There is NO Open OVR case until the Pre-
application is completed



Online
Pre-Application Process  



ONLINE PRE-APPLICATION

•Go to 
www.pacareerlink.pa.gov

http://www.jobgateway.pa.gov/


SIGN IN/REGISTER



Select: Individual Seeking 
OVR Services



Create
Keystone ID and Password



Create Resume Options



YOUR DASHBOARD 1ST
CLICK

2ND CLICK



Requesting Services



Verify that YOU Want to Work
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OVR PRE-APPLICATION



Returning to Career Link

• If you save OVR application and go back to complete it

• Make sure you know your sign-in credentials. The site is 
case sensative

• When you log into your Career Link Dashboard 
(account), look for a box on the Right side of the 
Dashboard titled “My OVR Case Information”.  Below 
this, you will see a link to your OVR Pre-Application.  
Click on this link to access and finish your Pre-
Application to complete.



Paper Instructions Are also 
Provided



After Completing Application

• You will be assigned a counselor

• Look out for a letter, email or phone call 
from PA Department of Labor and 
Industry/OVR within 15 working days

• The counselor will make attempts 
to contact you so please respond to 
their call or voicemail



Technical Issues

If you have any technical problems please 
contact the Reading District Office:

1. Ask for the Clerical of the day

2. Tell them that you are trying to complete a 
pre-application and need assistance

3. Phone Number: 610-621-5800





• PowerPoint slides developed by Niesha 
McClain (Harrisburg ERC)

• Andrea Soadaro, (York ERC) and Stacy 
Grove (Harrisburg ERC)

• Power Point Adapted by Traci 
Kowalick(Reading ERC)



If you have any additional questions 
or concerns, please contact: 

Traci Kowalick, 
Early Reach Coordinator

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation
Reading District Office
3602 Kutztown Road

Reading, PA 19605
trkowalick@pa.gov

(484) 637-7426
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