
Service as Action 
in the IB
Lindsey Housenick (PYP Coordinator)
Sarah Porter (MYP Coordinator) 



Session Objectives
Participants will:

● Understand the importance of service as action to the IB philosophy and student 
learning

● Explore some of the Service as Action experiences here at the TK-8
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From the IB
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lo2k8X7Z_5aBs4iB5x-lMiLCw

7GXBWar/view?usp=sharing  

“Through service as action experiences, students 
learn the value of community participation and 
gain a deeper understanding of the issues facing 
their immediate surroundings.” 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lo2k8X7Z_5aBs4iB5x-lMiLCw7GXBWar/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lo2k8X7Z_5aBs4iB5x-lMiLCw7GXBWar/view?usp=sharing


The Centrality of Service

All IB students engage in volunteer work and community 
projects to positively impact their local community, 
fostering social responsibility and global citizenship 
through meaningful experiences. 

Service opportunities come from within (Service as 
Action) and outside (Service Learning) the curriculum.
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Connections to GHCʼs Student Learner Outcomes 

The character traits GHC 
develops in students  are 
particularly relevant to 
service activities, as 
students are expected to 
demonstrate empathy, 
critical thinking, and 
ethical decision-making 
while contributing to 
their community.



6

The Continuum of Service as Action 
Middle Years Programme
6-10

Primary Years Programme
TK-5
Action

PYP  students learn about their communities 
and take  meaningful action to benefit others 
in their communities. The PYP Exhibition 
offers the opportunity to take on a project of 
their choice. 

Service as Action

MYP students take action through  engaging 
in meaningful service activities and learn 
about the 4 types of service and 7 Learning 
Outcomes. The Personal Project (Year 5/Grade 
10) gives student the opportunity to initiate 
service based on a researched need.

Diploma Programme
11-12
Creativity, Activity, Service  (CAS)

DP students track and reflect on their 
engagements and development in these key 
areas. They are expected to show balance the 
7 Service Learning Outcomes. They are not 
assessed but are a requirement of completing 
the DP.
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Effects of Service as Action 
on Student Learning:

Personal Growth

Service activities are designed to develop empathy, social 
awareness, and a commitment to giving back to the community.

Reflection and Learning

The IB emphasizes the importance of reflection on the service 
experience, allowing students to analyze their actions and 
understand the impact on their community
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● Helping kids see the real world application 
of their learning and the effect they can 
have on their community can take many 
forms. 

● Here at the TK-8, students experience all of 
these definitions of Action!

Service as Action has 
many meanings!



Questions?Participation as Action at 
the TK-8
Opportunities to perform service and take 
part in a cause bigger than themselves.



Middle School Buddies 



Community Clean-Up (Nov 2024)



PYP Day of 
Service

23-24 School Year
● TK: Recycled Art Projects 

for Extraordinary Earth 
Project 

● Kinder: Blankets for West 
Valley Animal Shelter

● First: Book Drive for 
Childrenʼs Hospital LA

● Second: Making cards for 
Cardzforkidz

● Third: Blankets for Project 
Linus

● Fourth: Paracord Lanyards 
for Soldiers

● Fifth: Little Libraries for 
GHC campus

 



Questions?Advocacy as Action at 
the TK-8
Opportunities to take action to support 
social/environmental/political change. 



6th Grade Iron Giraffe Challenge 

GHC 6th 
graders have 

raised 
$7,789.26 

over the past 
3 years!



Young Granada Giverʼs Club



Questions?Social Justice as Action 
at the TK-8
Opportunities to consider rights, equality 
and equity, as well as social well-being   
and justice. 



5th Grade PYP Exhibition 
Many students researched topics related to equity and social justice. 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/16jKl1SqONHhpZPu1lJguRJvVLjt1Phw1/preview


6th Grade Animal Enclosures Project 



Questions?Social Entrepreneurship 
as Action at the TK-8
Opportunities to consider innovative, 
resourceful and sustainable social   change. 



3rd Grade Campus Initiatives 



7th Grade Donʼt Let Our Community Fall Project 



Questions?Lifestyle Choices as 
Action at the TK-8
Opportunities to make shifts in consumption, 
evaluate impacts of choices.



2nd Grade Water Conservation Writing and Posters 



TK Grocery Bag Project 



What connections can you make between these 
examples and  the IB Learner Profile/ GHC SLOs? 

● So much overlap between IB focus on 
service and action and the goals GHC 
has set for every graduate.



Watch for upcoming Service Opportunities

Grade 2 Lend a Hand 
Projects–January 
Grade 6 Iron Giraffe 
Challenge Fundraiser Kicks 
Off – January 
PYP Day Of Service – 
March 28th



Next Workshop

February: 
What s̓ in an IB Unit of 
Inquiry?


