
LHEA Y11 Parent Newsletter 

Welcome to this month's newsletter.

As the Head of Year 11, I would like to provide you with 
important updates regarding the ongoing support we are 
offering your child as they prepare for their November 
mock exams, taking place from 18th to 29th November. 
This is a crucial time, and we are working closely with 
students to ensure they are well prepared and confident as 
they approach their exams. 

We are working closely together with Year 11 students to 
ensure they have access to resources, guidance and 
encouragement they need to succeed. In this newsletter, 
you will find useful on our ongoing intervention sessions, 
upcoming assemblies and additional support available to 
students both before and during the exam period.

To help maximise over the half-term break, I have also 
included key revision tips and slides across both core and 
optional subjects. These practical strategies will help your 
child organise their revision time effectively and focus on 
areas that need the most attention, ensuring they make 
the most of the time available. I have also included the 
November mock timetable and revision tips from our Head 
girl.

Mrs N Ahmad
Head of Year 11 
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Revision tips Assembly – Monday 

12th November 

On 12th November, I have arranged a Year 11 assembly to 
provide students with essential revision tips and strategies 
ahead of their mock exams which begin on 18 th November. 
Heads of Departments have sent subject-specific advice, 
focusing on effective revision techniques, creating 
balanced timetables, and managing stress during the exam 
period. This assembly is a great opportunity for students to 
receive guidance that will help boost their confidence and 
maximise their preparation for their upcoming mock 
exams.

General Revision Tips & Information

• Create a Revision timetable: Prioritise weaker 
subjects

• Use Past Papers: Practice exam-style questions 
under timed conditions

• Break Revision into Chunks: Use techniques like 
Pomodoro (25-Minute study sessions with breaks)

• Active Revision: Using flashcards, mindmaps etc.

• Take breaks: Prevent burnout with regular rest

Encourage your child to make the most of these 
strategies listed above. 



Staying Motivated During Revision

As students prepare for their mock exams, maintaining motivation is essential. Here are some quick tips to 
help keep them focused:

• Set Small Goals: Break revision into manageable tasks. Daily goals, like completing practice questions or 
studying a specific topic, can make it feel less overwhelming.

• Reward Yourself: Encourage your child to treat themselves after completing tasks—whether it’s a short 
break or a favourite snack—to make revision more enjoyable.

• Mix It Up: Varying study techniques—like using flashcards, quizzes, or group study—can keep things 
fresh and improve retention.

• Stay Active: Short walks or light exercise can boost mood and concentration, providing a refreshing 
break from studying.

• Keep a Positive Mindset: Remind your child of their progress and the support available from teachers, 
peers, and family to help them feel confident.

These strategies can help make revision more effective and enjoyable as students prepare for their exams.

GCSEPOD Webinar: The Teenage Brain & How They Learn

Webinar Details:

• Date: Thu, Nov 07

• Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM GMT

• Platform: Microsoft Teams

• If you cannot make this date/time, please register and a recording will be sent to you.

During the webinar, we will cover:

• A look at the teenage brain

• How to navigate and use the platform effectively

• Tips for supporting your child’s learning at home

• A Q&A session to address any questions you may have

To join the webinar, please click on the following link: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/cd8909f9-1e95-4258-95af-ac29b5fb5e0a@739195a1-f5d6-4d9a-ac42-a1dbb7c7413d


October Half-Term Intervention 

The school will be open during the two-week October 
holiday for Sociology and RE intervention sessions. 
These sessions will be available to students who have 
let their teachers know. Registers will be taken at the 
door, and students will be turned away if their name 
is not on the list. 

Food 28th & 29th October 10am – 1pm
Science 29th October 8.30am - 10am
RE 29th October 10am - 12pm
English 29th & 30th October 11am – 12pm
Sociology 30th October 1pm – 3pm
Science 5th & 6th November 8.30am - 10am
Sports Studies 5th & 6th November 12pm - 2pm
Sociology 6th November 1pm - 3pm

Y11 Mock timetable (Nov 18th- 29th)  

Mocks

Students should be using the half term to revise for 
their upcoming mocks. We have included the 
timetable below. As you can see it is a very busy two-
week period for the students. 

Being on time in the mornings is crucial as this will 
allow them to start their morning exams promptly. 
We will be applying JCQ regulations, so if a student 
arrives after the window allowed from the start of an 
exam, they will be asked to go back to lesson and 
miss the exam; this will result in an X for this exam. 

Remember these exams will support them in their 
applications for sixth forms and colleges. 

Date Morning Mid Morning Afternoon

18/11/24
English Language Paper 2 

1hr 45
Health and Social 2hr / 

PE 1hr 15

19/11/24 Maths 1hr 30m Non Calculator English Literature 2hr 15

20/11/24

Science 
Biology  Combin

ed 1 hr / Single 1hr 15m

Business Studies 1hr 45m 
/Business and Enterprise 

1hr30m

21/11/24 Maths 1hr 30m Calculator DT 1hr 30 / Graphics 1hr30m

22/11/24

Computer Science 1hr 30m (+1 
DT clash)

French/German Reading 
45m(F) / 1hr (H)

Science 
Chemistry  Combin

ed 1 hr / Single 1hr 15m

25/11/24

Science 
Physics  Combin

ed 1 hr / Single 1hr 15m
RE 1hr 45m

26/11/24 Geography 1hr 30 Sociology 1hr 45m

27/11/24 History 1hr 30 Food 1hr 45m / Sports Studies 
1hr

28/11/24 Computer Science 1h r 30m French/German Listening 
35m(F)/45m(H)

French/German Writing  1hr 
(F)/1hr 15m (H)

29/11/24

English Functional Skills Writing 
1hr

English Functional Skills 
Reading 1hr

MFL Speaking - ALL DAY



Head Girl Revision Advice: Ann Dafalla

Enhancing your learning: 

Learning content:Procrastination:

-Manipulate  the specification use it as a 
checklist, the specification tells you all the 
things that may appear in your exam! Every 
subject has a specification (know exam board)
-Use all previous exams/mocks to RAG 
struggles, focus on weaker areas -  learning all 
the content and practice with past papers.
-Do practice papers – give them to your 
teachers to mark asking them for ways to 
enhance your understanding.
-ask for help – Don't waste your time in 
lesson ask for support from; peers, teacher, 
head of subject (etc).

Pomodoro technique
– 1 hour of studying 
and 5 minute break
5 sec method –  soon 
as you 
notice you're procrast
inating count to 5 then 
get up and study
Time manage 
apps/delete social 
media as a whole – 
preferable.
                        
Download flora  

Remember 
that GCSE's 
aren't the end 
all, of all, you 
still have a 
life ahead 
waiting for 
you. 
However, that 
does not 
mean you 
shouldn't put 
in your best 
effort. Show 
everyone 
how capable 
you are!

-Flashcards – Make notes and have questions on one side 
– use them as a form of active recall.
-USE all resources available:
Cognito/free science lessons- Condense big concepts into 
digestible ideas easy to remember
Mr Everything English – Structure 
Mr Bruff – offers alternative interpretations, judicious 
analysis and terminology,
BBC bitesize – Offers conscience and condensed 
information for so many subjects –with quizzes and 
podcasts for auditory learners
-Help others struggling – The ability to teach others 
demonstrates understanding
-Past Papers – helps you apply your knowledge – shows 
you how much you know and what concepts you need to 
further work on.
-Maths genie/ Barton maths – free gcse questions on 
ALL topics



Head Girl Revision Advice: Wictoria Orlowska

HOW DO I REVISE DURING THE HALF-TERM 
BREAK?!
Dear friends and classmates...

There is a HUGE variety of revision techniques you 
can easily use to ensure your maximum grades!
"But it's the half-term break."
"I'll remember everything anyway."
"I'm not bothered to revise."
"I'm not going to spend my break doing MORE 
studying.“
You all deserve to have a relaxing, enjoyable 
break. But to keep up with your subjects at school, 
it's worth sacrificing your time for revision and 
maintaining a healthy balance between studying 
and entertainment.

1. Spend around 1-2 hours a day revising your subjects! 
Split your dedicated revision hours into at least 30 
minutes per subject. This way, you don't feel too 
overwhelmed or immediately bored, and your mind is 
able to focus between your separate subjects. You can 
revise in the morning, evening, or whatever works best 
for you personally, whilst balancing out personal life.
2. Use shorty & snappy flashcards. Are you too lazy to 
make physical cards? Install 'Gizmo.ai' and create a free 
account, where you're able to import various PDF files, 
Quizlet cards and even YouTube links to make these 
cards FOR you! Work smarter, not harder. Of course, feel 
free to make your own digital or physical flashcards, 
using only the most important key points. Whatever 
works for you; don't spend too long creating them!
3. Distracted by your phone? Ditch the phone! Ditch the 
iPad! But if you REALLY can't, download the app 'Forest' 
on your phone. This application will support you in 
remaining focused by planting a virtual tree for your 
chosen amount of time. If you leave the app, the tree 
dies, and you're able to plant REAL trees via this app. 
When you feel lazy, think about how you'll be killing the 
poor virtual tree. When you are unbothered, won't you 
regret not revising in the future when your GCSEs finally 
come?
4. Attempt past papers. Depending on your subject, they 
may be under different examination boards (AQA, 
Edexcel, OCR, etc.) Using this info, you can search for 
past papers of whichever subjects you're taking, you can 
attempt proper exam questions to boost your prior 
knowledge and become familiar with the paper. You can 
find past papers on the exam board's official website, for 
example. What better way is there to stay ahead and 
prepared?
5. Take small but frequent breaks. Ever heard of the 
'Pomodoro technique'? It is an effective way of revising 
by selecting your subject to study, then studying the 
subject, and finally taking a 5-minute break. Repeat this 4 
times, and your final break can be 30 long! It's a simple 
way to keep your memory strong and active.

WHAT RESOURCES CAN I USE TO BOOST MY REVISION?!

Here are some links to websites and applications on your 
device's app store to effectively support you with 
studying and revision.

Most of these don't require an account. If they do, 
they're completely free and you may either sign up with 
your school email address, or your personal address. 
They are all free and extremely helpful for your aid!

Please have a restful break, and PLEASE stay ahead of 
your game. Ask teachers when you need help, otherwise 
you won't understand properly. TAKE BREAKS when you 
need to, because your health is the ultimate priority. 
With good health you can achieve excellent success!

PAST PAPER RESOURCES:
AQA Exam Board: AQA | Resources | Past Papers & 
AQA Mark Schemes
Edexcel & Pearson Exam Board: Past papers | Past 
exam papers | Pearson qualifications
OCR Exam Board: Past papers materials finder - OCR
WJEC Eduqas Exam Board: Eduqas Past Papers

FLASHCARDS:
Gizmo.ai (web version): https://gizmo.ai/
For Gizmo.ai app version, search 'gizmo.ai' and click 
on this icon:
Quizlet (web version): Flashcards, learning tools, and 
textbook solutions | Quizlet
For Quizlet app version, search 'quizlet' and click on 
this icon:
Cram (web version): https://www.cram.com/
For Cram app version, search 'cram flashcards' and 
click on this icon:

STAY FOCUSED & MOTIVATED:
Forest app: set a timer, study for that amount of 
time. Your tree dies if you fail to do so. Save the 
environment! Search 'Forest' and click on this icon:
POMODORO timer: Study for 25 mins + 5-minute 
break after (x4)= 30-minute-long break at the end! 
Search for 'pomodoro' on the app store and press this 
icon:

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/home/past-papers/
https://gizmo.ai/
https://quizlet.com/gb
https://quizlet.com/gb
https://www.cram.com/


Post 16- Options

2nd Nov Langley Grammar

6th Nov  Langley College

4th Dec Herschel Grammer

5th Dec St Josephs School

5th Feb Langley College

Apps to support revision 

Maths

Target the amber and red topics – and use Sparx 

Maths (Independently learning) or Mathsgenie 

to find the relevant video & task.

Science

recall of key information needed in exams. 

Also, you should plan to do 50 extra questions 
week using the study wizard or by identifying 
your areas of concern. 

English

1.Organise your toolkit
2.Select a specific tool
3. Work 
4. Polish your 
5. Be prepared - ONLY PROVIDE INFORMATION 

TO ANSWER THE QUESTION ASKED. 

All Subjects

All students have received their login details. 
Majority of subjects are available, and students 

should be looking to watch the videos and 

complete check and challenge questions.

1.Start small!
2. Be prepared
3.Do it regularly
4.Do the maths
5.Use the resources

Make sure you are completing 
your Educake homework, 
these are designed to your 



Monday 26th May –Friday 30th May Half Term 

Wednesday 25th June Y11 Prom 

Thursday 24th July -31st August Summer Holidays 

Thursday 21st August Results Day

Term Dates/Events

Term Dates 2024-25

Monday 28th October- Friday 8th November Half Term 

Monday 18th November Mocks Start

10th Dec Year 11 Interview Day

Friday 20th December End of Term-1pm finish 

Monday 23rd –Friday 3rd January 2025 Christmas Holidays 

Thursday 9th January Year 11 Parents Evening / Reports released

Friday 14th February INSET DAY- School closed 

Friday 14th-Monday 17th February Y10 & Y11 Trip to Krakow 

Monday 17th –Friday 21st February Half Term 

27th Feb Careers Fair

10th Mar Mocks 

Monday 7th April-Monday 21st April Easter Holidays 

Monday 5th May Bank Holiday –School closed 

Thursday 8th May Public Exams Begin
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