
1 

TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

Curriculum Committee of the 

Trumbull Board of Education 

Special Meeting 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024, 8:30 a.m. 

Trumbull High School Main Office Conference room 

AGENDA 

I. Call to Order/Introduction

II. Public Comment

III. Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 11-13-2024

IV. New Business

a. New Course – History Dept -AP African American Studies

b. New Courses- Unified Arts & Wellness Department

1. Piano 2

2. Wind Ensemble

3. UConn ECE Popular Music & Diversity in American Society

4. Self Defense/ Personal Safety

5. Mindfulness & Dance

c. New Courses- World Language Department

1. Spanish for Heritage Speakers – Level 1

2. Spanish for Heritage Speakers- Level 2

d. New Course- English Department- Grade 12 ACP/Honors Multicultural Literature
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TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
TRUMBULL, CONNECTICUT 

 

Curriculum Committee of the  
Trumbull Board of Education 

 

Regular Meeting 
 

Wednesday. November 13, 8:30 a.m. 
Trumbull High School Main Office Conference room 

 

MINUTES 
 

I. Call to Order/Introduction 

The meeting was called to order 8:37 am.  

Members Present  
L. Timpanelli, BOE Chair  
L.Nuland, BOE Member  
J.McNamee, BOE Member  
S.Iwanicki, Ed.D, administrative designee 

Members Absent 
M. Petitti, BOE Curriculum Committee Chair  
 

II. Public Comment- No public comment was received. 

III. Approval/Minutes – Regular Meeting 10/24/2024 Ms. McNamee motioned to approve the minutes of 
10/24/24. Mrs. Nuland seconded. Mrs. Timpanelli abstained. The motion passed.  
 

IV. New Business 

a. New Curriculum Guide, Pilot Update: Grade 12 Story of Self- English teacher, Mr. Kevin Pacelli 
presented the pilot update, mentioning that teacher, Jim McCaffery, was the original creator of the 
course. The two worked together to revise current pilot guide being used. Mr. Pacelli is teaching the 
course and getting a wonderful response from students. He shared it starts off as a hero’s journey 
and then leads into philosophy that students discover through literature. Each unit focuses on an 
element of the hero’s journey. Book groups, shared inquiry groups and answering unit essential 
questions are formats that the class engages in regularly.  Reading analysis, written reflection, 
presentation and story-telling are also interwoven into units of the course. Mrs. Timpanelli asked 
about student experiences in transformation. Mr. Pacelli shared that students are more confident in 
their authentic writing as a result of the experience. Mrs. Nuland inquired about the course as a 
support for students in college. Mr. Pacelli shared that students do have a better understanding of 
themselves as a result of the course. Ms. McNamee asked about the development of the English 
skills for students. Mr. Pacelli said there is a concentration on taking evidence from the text and 
using it in their writing.  Mrs. Timpanelli highlighted the outcomes of Unit 1 seemed to focus on 
Bloom’s Taxonomy level skills such as definitions and using vocabulary. She noted that for seniors, 
more rigor would strengthen the course. Mrs. McNamee added that there should be inclusion of 
more sophisticated standards overall. Department Chair Mrs. Rizzo was on hand to address 
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questions as well.  The department will be further crafting this course to bring a revised version of 
the guide later after it is fully piloted. The teachers are pleased that this initial pilot is resonating 
with the students and provides more opportunity for Grade 12 electives in English.  

 
b. Curriculum Guide Revision: Grade 12 Poetry- Department Chair Anne Rizzo was joined by Karlen 

Shupp and Mary Colombo. Mrs. Shupp began by explained that the Grade 12 Poetry guide has been 
revised to be an Honors/ACP option for students. She highlighted the differences between the levels 
of the course and the assessments. Each were crafted to differentiate demand of the course credit 
levels. Mrs. Timpanelli took notice the well-designed nature of the units. Ms. McNamee shared her 
observance of the inclusion of both traditional and non-traditional poets. Mary Colombo shared the 
different forms of poetry that students explore and the ways in which specific styles reflect their 
messages. Mrs. Nuland asked about the inclusion of song in the guide. Ms. Colombo described the 
manner in which the course uses song as a platform to study elements of poetry and language. The 
teachers also mentioned culminating performances associated with the course which students enjoy 
as a part of the learning process. Ms. McNamee motioned to pass the Grade 12 Poetry Guide to the 
Board for full approval. Mrs. Nuland seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

c. Curriculum Guide Revision: Grade 9 ACP Algebra I- Math teachers Elizabeth Capobianco and 
Nicole Trommelen presented. Their goal in the revision was to add more applications to the course. 
A linear example was provided, such as when you are knitting a scarf it is going to grow “this 
much” in a day of knitting. As it is a 9th grade course, this gives them a foundation. Statistic 
examples that coordinate with the SAT were also added. They mentioned that making the course 
more high-interest and “less boring” was a driver for them during their revision. Dr. Iwanicki 
mentioned that the Defined Learning website may have resources to complement their units.  Ms. 
McNamee motioned to pass Grade 9 ACP Algebra I- to the Board for full approval. Mrs. Nuland 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 
 

d. Curriculum Guide Revision: Grade 9 CP Algebra I- Math teachers Elizabeth Capobianco and 
Nicole Trommelen shared that the CP course was reordered so that quadratics come before 
exponential functions. They revised the depth of the questions and added more support to the units. 
Mrs. Nuland motioned to pass Grade 9 CP Algebra I- to the Board for full approval. Ms. McNamee 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 
 

 













TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

Date Submitted: 11.7.2024

Title of Course: Spanish for Heritage Speakers Level 1

Grade Level: 9-10

Department:World Languages

Length and Credit: Full Year-1 credit

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation and Spanish Heritage Speaker Placement Test.

Rationale: The course is designed for heritage speakers of the Spanish language who already
have some oral language proficiency. This course can accommodate students from a wide range
of linguistic backgrounds in grades 9-10 or who are heritage speakers at level 1-2 proficiency in
Spanish. Students will build upon their current language skills to develop language and cultural
literacy. This course will guide students to develop a deeper appreciation for their cultural history
and heritage while recognizing that there are many ways to be Latinx. Students will have the
opportunity to build confidence using Spanish to express their thoughts on various themes,
interact with other heritage Spanish speakers, understand oral and written passages, create oral
and written presentations, and critically view and evaluate authentic resources in the target
language.

The influx of Spanish speakers at Trumbull High School over the past few years has grown
significantly and it has impacted how Spanish teachers and students are experiencing Spanish
courses at THS. Heritage speakers of Spanish often do not have an appropriate level available for
them to take as they cannot find success in the levels currently available at THS. The data
demonstrates that from 2014 to 2024 there has been an increase of 10% of the Hispanic
population at THS, from 8% to 18%. Out of approximately 2100 students attending Trumbull
High School, we currently have about 400 students who identify as Hispanic or Latino. Many of
these students could benefit from the opportunity to partake in a Spanish language course that
could accommodate and enrich both their linguistic and cultural background knowledge. We
have the resources available (we would not need to hire additional Spanish teachers if this course
became available) as well as the demand for this course that would best support our Hispanic
students who would benefit from this linguistic and cultural opportunity at the high school level.

Resources Needed: Supplemental materials/books for Heritage speakers of Spanish and
continued access to the WL Language Lab

Submitted by: Susanna Lavorgna Lye



TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

Date Submitted: 11.7.2024

Title of Course: Spanish for Heritage Speakers Level 2

Grade Level: 11-12

Department:World Languages

Length and Credit: Full Year-1 credit

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation, Spanish Heritage Speaker Placement Test, and/or
successful completion of Spanish Heritage Speakers Level 1 course.

Rationale: The course is designed for advanced heritage speakers of the Spanish language who
already have strong oral language proficiency. This course can accommodate students from a
wide range of linguistic backgrounds in grades 11-12 or who are heritage speakers at an
intermediate-advanced proficiency in Spanish. Students will build upon their current language
skills to continue to develop language and cultural literacy. This course will guide students to
develop a deeper appreciation for their cultural history and heritage while recognizing that there
are many ways to be Latinx. Students will have the opportunity to build confidence using
Spanish to express their thoughts on various themes, interact with other heritage Spanish
speakers, understand complex oral and written passages, create oral and written presentations,
and critically view and evaluate authentic resources in the target language.

The influx of Spanish speakers at Trumbull High School over the past few years has grown
significantly and it has impacted how Spanish teachers and students are experiencing Spanish
courses at THS. Heritage speakers of Spanish often do not have an appropriate level available for
them to take as they often cannot find success in the levels currently available at THS. The data
demonstrates that from 2014 to 2024 there has been an increase of 10% of the Hispanic
population at THS, from 8% to 18%. Out of approximately 2100 students attending Trumbull
High School, we currently have about 400 students who identify as Hispanic or Latino. Many of
these students could benefit from the opportunity to partake in a Spanish language course that
could accommodate and enrich both their linguistic and cultural background knowledge. We
have the resources available (we would not need to hire additional Spanish teachers if this course
became available) as well as the demand for this course that would best support our Hispanic
students who would benefit from this linguistic and cultural opportunity at the high school level.
This course would contribute to their college preparation of Spanish as well as further enrich
their transcripts.

Resources Needed: Supplemental materials/books for Heritage speakers of Spanish and
continued access to the WL Language Lab.

Submitted by: Susanna Lavorgna Lye



TRUMBULL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

Date Submitted: October 17, 2024

Title of Course: Multicultural Literature

Grade Level: 12 ACP/Honors

Department: English

Length and Credit: Full Year, 1 Credit

Prerequisites: 
● Successful Completion of 11 ACP, AP Language & Composition, and/or AP Literature &

Composition and English Teacher Recommendation

General Description:

Multicultural Literature ACP/Honors 12 (full year) will explore four units, each focusing on
one racial ethnicity per quarter in the United States (African American, Native-Indigenous,
Asian-American, and Chicanx & Latinx). Through a study of the units and authors’ techniques,
students will widen their understanding of how class consciousness, race, stereotypes, and
gender are expressed by authors of multicultural literature. More importantly, students will come
to see that experiences of cultures are transferable and relatable because humanity shares a story. 
Students will also have the opportunity to examine how their own culture has shaped their
identity and make connections to the cultures they have learned about in the course. Students will
read different genres of literature, both fiction and nonfiction, children’s books, poems, articles,
essays, and short stories.

Rationale:
The proposed Multicultural Literature ACP/Honors 12 course fills a gap in our English
Department’s Program of Studies. While the department offers courses that include diverse
authors, Multicultural Literature ACP/Honors 12 specifically focuses on stories from diverse
cultural backgrounds that are not as commonly taught in the traditional Canon. It explicitly
explores multicultural writing styles. By exploring literature from multiple cultures, students will
not only widen their understanding of our interconnectedness despite our differences, they will
learn that outstanding and celebrated authors exist in many forms and from many cultures. As
stated above, they will– most importantly– observe that experiences of all cultures are
transferable and relatable because humanity shares a story. Units of study will include: African
American, Native-Indigenous, Asian-American, and Chicanx & Latinx.

Resources Needed:

● Time to review and strategically select multicultural texts
● Curriculum writing team and writing hours
● New texts

Submitted by: Anne Rizza, English Department Chairperson
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