Parent Resources
The FUNDATIONS Rules and Language

Phonics:

Budd}r letter =

The letter Q has a budd}f. It is the letter u.

Children are '|'GUE]|’T|’ qu as one unit and sound.

Digraphs—

Digrqphs are two consonants, that make one

specio| sound. |he mest common digmphs are: sh, ch, th,
wh, and ck. Students learn that one

s}r||r::b|e words with a short vowel end with the letters ¢k,

not ¢ or k.

Bonus letters=

The letters f, | and s are doubled at the end of
many short vowel words. The;,r are called Bonus
b *

letters, and are marked with a “star

EXGH"IP'EE O'F bGﬂUE |E'H'EF WGFC]E are |655, PGEE,

cmCF, and will.

Blends—
Blends are fwo conscnants that are P|c:cec]

together, and each letter keeps ifs own sound.
Blends include bl, fl, st, sp, cr, and fr.
R-Contralled Vowels=

Vowel sounds change when followed by an

as seen in words like car, her, sir, For, and fur.
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G'UEC] SOUF‘IC]S_

Glued sounds are vowel and consonant

combinations that are 1'c:u8h+ as one whole unit.

For emmp|e am, an, all ink, and ung are

i‘c:ugh’r as 9|uec:] sounds. This is because it is difficult to
hear all the discrete letter sounds, and the vowel sound
is often altered.

Suffixes—

Suffixes are endings that can be connected with

a baseword. Second Src:de studies the suffixes

5, es, ed, ing, est, ish, able, ive, ¥s ful, ment, less,

ness, |}r, and 1')!
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Vowel Teams=

A vowel team is two vowels that come together

to make one sound. Examples include ay as in play
and ol as in spoil.

Clesed Syllable—-

A clesed syllable has one only one vowel and must
be followed by a consonant. A closed syllable
features a vowel with a short scund as seen in
words like met and got.

Open Syllable-

An open syllable has only one vowel and ends with
a vowel. The vowel sound is usually long. Open syllables

are 'FOUF'IC] In 'H']E WOFdS me GF‘IC] E]GI:. 'FOF EKOF‘I"IP'E.
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Consonant=le=

The consonant=le pattern is used at the ends of
words like little and maple. The e is silent.

Tapping=

Tapping is used only for words that are

decodable. Using their fingers, students tap out the
sounds that they see or hear fo read and write them.
Trick Words=

Trick words are words that are sometimes

called “sight words”. These words cannot be

sounded out, as Jrhey do nat follow Phonics rules.

Words like of, what, and H’]E}-’ are trick words.
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