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What is Dyslexia? 
Characteristics 
Strategies and Resources 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Understanding Dyslexia in the 
Classroom

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zafiGBrFkRM


Texas Education Agency Dyslexia handbook 
Revised 2024

TEA Dyslexia Handbook revised 2024: English
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-educatio
n/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf

TEA Dyslexia Handbook revised 2024: Spanish
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-educatio
n/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2024-spanish.pdf

More information on dyslexia:

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and
-related-disorders

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2024-spanish.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2024-spanish.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and-related-disorders
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/dyslexia-and-related-disorders


   Primary Characteristics of Dyslexia 



Dyslexia Characteristics 
by grade level

Pre-K  
* Delay in learning to talk 
*  Difficulty with rhyming 
*  Difficulty pronouncing words (e.g., “pusgetti” for 
“spaghetti,” “mawn lower” for “lawn mower”) 
* Trouble with nursery rhymes and chants 
* Difficulty with Vocabulary words 
*  Inability to recall the right word 
* Trouble learning and naming letters and 
numbers
* Aversion to print (e.g., doesn’t enjoy following 
along if a book is read aloud) 

 

Difficulty breaking words into smaller parts, or syllables 
(e.g., “baseball” can be pulled apart into “base” “ball” or 
“napkin” can be pulled apart into “nap” “kin”) 
• Difficulty identifying and manipulating sounds in syllables 
(e.g., “man” sounded out as /m/ /ă/ /n/) 
• Difficulty remembering the names of letters and recalling 
their corresponding sounds 
• Difficulty decoding single words (reading single words in 
isolation) 
• Difficulty spelling words the way they sound (phonetically) 
or remembering letter sequences in very common words 
seen often in print (e.g., “sed” for “said”) 

Difficulty breaking words into smaller parts, or 
syllables (e.g., “baseball” can be pulled apart into 
“base” “ball” or “napkin” can be pulled apart into 
“nap” “kin”) 
• Difficulty identifying and manipulating sounds in 
syllables (e.g., “man” sounded out as /m/ /ă/ /n/) 
• Difficulty remembering the names of letters and 
recalling their corresponding sounds 
• Difficulty decoding single words (reading single 
words in isolation) 
• Difficulty spelling words the way they sound 
(phonetically) or remembering letter sequences in 
very common words seen often in print (e.g., “sed” 
for “said”) 

Many of the previously described behaviors remain problematic 
along with the following: 
Difficulty with sight words (e.g., “to,” “said,” “been”) 
Difficulty decoding single words 
Difficulty recalling sounds  in reading 
Difficulty connecting speech sounds with appropriate letter or 
letter combinations and omitting letters in words for spelling 
(e.g., “after” spelled “eftr”) 
Difficulty reading fluently (e.g., reading is slow, inaccurate, 
and/or without expression) 
Difficulty decoding unfamiliar words in sentences using 
knowledge of phonics 
Reliance on picture clues, story theme, or guessing at words 
Difficulty with written expression 

 

2nd & 3rd grade 

 TEA Dyslexia Handbook, p.9, 10,  2024. 
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dysle
xia-handbook.pdf 

Kindergarten- 1st grade 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/texas-dyslexia-handbook.pdf


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/s
pecial-education/hb-392

HB 3928 
 
Dyslexia: a 
SLD under 
IDEA 

Starting school 
year 2025-2026 all 
students with 
dyslexia need to 
have had a Special 
Education 
evaluation and 
have an IEP in 
order to continue 
to receive dyslexia 
instruction.  
 
 
  

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/hb-392
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/hb-392


Dyslexia Teacher’s Qualifications: Must have Valid 
Texas Teacher Certification 
 

TEA Dyslexia Handbook, 2024 edition 

Completion of the Texas 
Dyslexia Academy: 1-6 
 
(Module 2 & 6- coming soon) 



                        



Laurel Baldwin         Hubbard Branch      254-215-3900

Amy Castillo            Southwest                254-215-3500

Miranda Klein          Chisholm Trail          254-316-5100

Kelsey Pryor          Chisholm Trail          254-316-5100

Kelly Rhodes       Sparta                      254-215-3600

Paula Meyers       Sparta                      254-215-3600

Lindsay Dubberly    Leon Heights            254-215-3200

 Elementary Dyslexia Teachers



Juli Woodward                  Lakewood         254-215-3100

Emily Wardell                Lakewood         254-215-3100

Teresa Reynolds             Pirtle                254-215-3400

Janet Easley             Pirtle                254-215-3400

Donann Saxton          High Point        254-316-5000

Peggy Ramos                   High Point        254-316-5000

Elementary Dyslexia Teachers



Elementary Dyslexia Teachers
 Vanessa Hargrove       Tarver                254-215-3800

Mary Woodlief            Tarver                254-215-3800

Becky Morgan       Burrell               254-316-5300

Sarah Taggart       Charter Oak       254-215-4000

Jackie Ainsworth    Charter Oak       254-215-4000

● If child has not been tested for Dyslexia and you have questions, please contact 

your child’s campus Assistant Principal.



Secondary Dyslexia Teachers

   Cindy Harvey      North Belton Middle School    254-316-5200

Vicky Finley         Belton Middle School             254-215-2800

Logan Demeny     South Belton Middle School   254-215-3000 

Debbie Sullivan    Lake Belton Middle School     254-215-2900

Sara Ridley          Lake Belton Middle School    254-215-2900

Carol Hajda          LBHS 254-316-6200   BNTHS 254-215-2500

                              BHS  254-215-2200                



Presentation  Response  Timing & Scheduling  Setting 



Accommodationsh-dyslexia/ 

https://dyslexiaida.org/
accommodations-for-st
udents-with-dyslexia/ 

https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/


Dyslexic Strengths  

M- Material Reasoning (visualize in 3D and spatial matrix) 

I - Interconnected Reasoning (gets the “big” picture,Gist) 

N- Narrative Reasoning (constructs mental scenes and 
scenarios) 

D- Dynamic Reasoning (creative prediction and solves problems) 

Eide, B.,&Eide, F.(2012).  The Dyslexia Advantage: Unlocking the Hidden Potential of 
the Dyslexia Brain. New York: Hudson Street Press. 



Study Skills 
 

 

Color Coded Content: highlighter to distinguish important study notes, sticky notes, 
colored pencils, colored note cards, highlighted tape  

Pictures - Visual/Music/Kinesthetic: pictures to define meaning, using movement, 
music, visualize in mind    

Frontal Lobe Studying: utilizing pictures, reasoning and clues for spelling and 
remember sight words    Ex.     Wed    Nes   Day    (Wednesday)     Ex.  clay spelling of a 
sight word with a clue picture.   
Studying Tips: retelling lesson or material as soon as possible, draw line on 
worksheets to half (chunk) for break, schedule of breaks, place, & essentials 

                                                                                                                                                              

 

 





Texas Partnership

20

The Texas and Learning Ally Partnership 
includes

• over 80,000 audiobooks (including Texas 
state adopted materials),

• memberships through TEA funding for 
K–12 public and charter schools, and

• professional learning opportunities. 



● Stop the frustration! 

● Develop a love for reading

● Develop vocabulary, 
comprehension, and fluency 

● Grow vocabulary and 
background knowledge

● Keep up with grade level 
peers and standards

● Practice reading skills being 
learned 

Why Audiobooks?



For more information on Dyslexia (District 
and Regional Contacts: 



Thanks for 
coming!

Make sure to go to the other two sessions 
in Tiger and Bronco Room!


