
WIT AND WISDOM 
GRADE K, MODULE 3, LESSON 2 

 

TEXTS 
 Old Hand Water Pump, Judson McCranie (http://witeng.link/0204) 
 When I Was Young in the Mountains, Cynthia Rylant; Illustrations, Diane 

Goode 

Prepare 
SUMMARY 
In this lesson, the class reads When I Was Young in the Mountains for the first time, engaging 
with a new type of text—the informational narrative. This experience forms a bridge between 
the texts read in Module 2 and those to come in Module 3 as students are able to look at this 
informational text through a narrative lens, and are prompted to notice and wonder about the 
author’s life. Students also engage in a New-Read Assessment in which they identify the author 
and illustrator and the role of each in communicating information in the text.  
MATERIALS 
 Handout 2A: Picture Hunt 
 Map of the world 
 Chart paper for Wonder Chart for When I Was Young in the Mountains 

 

Lesson 2: At a Glance 

Agenda 

Launch (7 min.) 
Learn (58 min.) 

 Listen Actively and Share Observations (15 min.) 
 Share Questions (15 min.) 
 Engage in New-Read Assessment 1 (15 min.) 

 
Learning Goals 

• Use a variety of question words to ask questions about When I Was Young in 
the Mountains. 

• Use the Question Cube to ask questions about the text. 
• Identify the author and illustrator of When I Was Young in the Mountains, 

and their roles in presenting information in the text. 
• Complete New-Read Assessment 1. 

 

http://witeng.link/0204
https://greatminds-sso.read.inkling.com/a/b/e131160f31e24c4ca4b6b1812085effa/p/20438ea752a64d108a03dcdc7b80d08d


Launch 
Access the link for the “Old Hand Water Pump,” and display the image in front of 
the class (http://witeng.link/0204). Do not identify the object. Students share 
what they notice and wonder about this object now, and the class will revisit it 
later in the lesson. 
Instruct students to Think-Pair-Share, and ask: 

• “What do you notice about this object? Do you think this object is from a
long time ago, or now?”

Use Equity Sticks to call on students to share their observations. 

• I notice it is outside in the ground.
• There is a big pipe.
• I think it is old because I notice it’s really dirty.
• I think it’s old because it doesn’t look shiny and new.
• It is outside all alone so I think it is old.

Instruct students to Mix and Mingle, and ask: 

• “What do you wonder about this object?”
Use Equity Sticks to call on three to four students to share their questions. Remind
students that they will return to this object later in the lesson.

Post and read aloud the Content Framing Question. Explain to students that in this 
lesson they will encounter a new text, When I Was Young in the Mountains, and 
begin their exploration of “America, Then and Now.” 

Remind students that when they first see a text it is helpful to share what they 
notice and wonder. Listening to one another’s ideas can help them think about the 
text in new ways.

Learn 

Listen Actively and Share Observations 
WHOLE GROUP 
Teacher Note 

Students may have varying home life experiences. Note that many of the differences 
highlighted in the book are due to changes over time but may also be dependent on where one 
lives. Consider discussing that the changes to home life are not universal; there are still many in 
this country that use a water pump, go to a one-room school, use an outhouse, or use a wood 
stove. 

http://witeng.link/0204


Display the front cover of When I Was Young in the Mountains. Read the author’s 
name and the illustrator’s name aloud. Turn through a few of the pages, allowing 
students to see the illustrations created by Diane Goode. 
Ask: 

• “Which question word do you recognize in the title?” 
 
Volunteers respond. Continue: 

• “What does the word when tell us? When do you think this book takes 
place?” 
• I hear “when.” 
• The word when tells us what time it happens. 
• I think the book is talking about a long time ago. 
• I think the book happened when she was little. 

 Read the book aloud with minimal interruptions. Students sit in “listening 
position” during the read-aloud, focusing their eyes and ears on you as you read. 

Ask: 

• “Now that we have read the book, when do you think this book takes 
place? Is the author talking about now, or about the past? What makes 
you say that?” 

 
Volunteers respond. 

• I think it is talking about when she was little. 
• She says “when I was young” a lot, so I don’t think it is now. 
• The pictures don’t look like now—they don’t look like my house. 

Instruct students to Think-Pair-Share, and ask: 

• “What did you notice about the text?” 
 
Use Equity Sticks to call on students to respond. 

Tell students that good books have a lot for readers to explore and are worth 
reading more than once. Explain that students will read the text again and will 
think about new things they notice. 

Divide the class into pairs, and distribute copies of the text. If needed, remind 
students of the rules and responsibilities of Partner Reading. 

Teacher Note 



Consider writing small page numbers in When I Was Young in the Mountains. Page 1 begins 
with “When I was young in the mountains, Grandfather came home in the evening....” 

Read the text a second time, stopping at the following pages for students to share 
new things they notice. Use Equity Sticks to call on several students to share what 
they notice at each stopping point. 

 Page 6 
 Page 12 

 
On page 12 ask: 

• “What do you notice about the object in the illustration? Have you seen 
something like this before?” 

 
Volunteers respond. 

Display the image of the “Old Hand Water Pump” in front of the class next to the 
illustration to reinforce that these two objects are the same. Identify the object as a 
hand water pump, and explain that it is used for pumping water from a well. Tell 
students that today, many people rely on faucets in their kitchen or bathroom to 
get hot or cold water with no effort. But before pipes existed to bring water into 
people’s homes, they relied on pumps like the one in the picture to get water for 
drinking, cooking, and washing. 

Continue reading through the text, stopping at the following pages for students to 
share new things they notice. Use Equity Sticks to call on students to share what 
they notice at each stopping point. 

 Page 18 
 The end 

 

Learn 

Share Questions  
PAIRS 

Ask: 

• “What else helps us think about the text the first time we read a book?” 



Volunteers respond. Confirm that asking questions is another way to help readers 
think about the text. 

Divide students into pairs, and provide a Question Cube and a copy of the text for 
each pair. Students take turns rolling the Question Cube and using the question 
word that lands on top to wonder about the text. 

Circulate as pairs discuss. Support them as needed in reading the question words, 
calling attention to key letters and sounds. Encourage pairs to return to the text to 
develop their questions, and listen in on questions. Choose four to six student-
generated questions to record on sticky notes, labeling with students’ initials. 

• Pairs take turns rolling the Question Cube and asking questions about When I
Was Young in the Mountains.

Post a blank Wonder Chart for When I Was Young in the Mountains. Add students’ 
questions. 
Working with one question at a time, students Echo Read the question and Think-
Pair-Share about details they remember from the text. Pairs use the following 
Nonverbal Signals to indicate whether they are able to answer the question: 

 Thumbs-up: we remember the answer from the text.
 Thumbs-sideways: we remember part of the answer from the text.
 Thumbs-down: we don’t remember the answer.

Call on pairs to share their thinking. Return to the text to confirm and clarify 
students’ thinking. Move sticky notes along the progression to indicate the extent 
to which each question has been answered. 



Name:
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Handout 1A: Question Corner Signs	
Directions: Cut out the shape below and fold on the dotted 
lines. Tape along the edges to form a cube. Roll the cube and 
form a question using the resulting word.

Who

When What Where

Why

How
H
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Handout 2A: Picture Hunt
Directions: Circle the objects below that match with items in the 
illustrations of When I Was Young in the Mountains.
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Grade K Module 3 Assessment 2: New Read Assessment 1 
When I Was Young in the Mountains, Cynthia Rylant 

Look at the front cover of When I Was Young in the Mountains. 
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