
Welcome RHS Families
     Please Scan the QR Code & Complete the Registration 

Registrants will receive presentation resources and follow- up survey 



• Founded in 1966
• All-volunteer Board
• Need-based scholarships for post-high school education

• Average $2,000 to $2,500 annually for 4 years
• Over 1,100 awarded, totaling more than $4 million in committed funds
• Funded through donations

• Application timeline:  Senior year
• December – applications available
• March – applications due
• May – scholarship recipients informed
• June – scholarship reception

• For more information:  www.radnorscholarshipfund.com
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A "good" college is a place where a student will thrive; where they will be 
exposed to new ideas, new challenges and perspectives different than 
their own; where the student grows intellectually and personally; and 
where they have the opportunity to take advantage of experiences that 
will open their minds to different experiences and cultures that may 
shape their professional journey. 

There are many great choices—not just one right fit for a student.

- Stephanie Niles, Former NACAC President



Fit Factors1
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• Academic
• Financial
• Personal Fit 

3 Researching with fit in mind 

Checklist, tips & upcoming events

Agenda Admissibility Factors

Michael McNicholas & closing
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Fit Factors:
“Engagement in college is more important 
than where you attend.”
A ‘Fit’ Over Rankings, Challenge Success.org



Colleges and Universities (Four-Year):

 Public vs. Private 

 Liberal Arts Colleges

 Institutions with a Special Focus

• Art School

• Technical Institutes 

• Religious affiliations

• Specialized Mission Colleges (ex. 

HBCU or HSI)

• Single-Sex Colleges

• Military Colleges

Community Colleges

Vocational or Trade Colleges

Types of Colleges 
and Universities



Academic Fit: The Program

• If I know what I want to major in, do they offer it?

• If I am undecided, do they offer a breadth of 
options? When do I need to declare my major?

• If I decide to change my major, what are  my 
options?

•What opportunities do they offer? Study Abroad? 
Co-Op?



Academic Fit: The Environment

•What is my ideal learning environment? Small 
classes? Large lectures?

•Am I prepared for the challenge at this college?

•What is the academic culture like on campus? 
Collaborative? Competitive?



Academic Fit: Supports

•What academic supports are available to all 
students?

• If I have a documented learning need (IEP/504) 
what supports are available? 

•How do you access them? 
•What documentation do I need to provide?
• Is there a fee?



Academic Fit: Career Planning & Outcomes

• What is the four/six-year graduation rate?

• What career services are available? Are there 
guaranteed activities that every student 
completes?

• Internship opportunities/requirements

• Job placement & graduate school acceptance 
rates



Financial Fit
Family Considerations

• What is my family’s ability to pay for college? 

• What limitations or parameters do we have?

• What expectations are there for me to contribute through 

work or loans?

Institutional Considerations

• Total Cost of Attendance

• Estimated Net Price

⚬ collegecost.ed.gov/net-price

⚬ myintuition.org

• What percentage of students receive need-based financial 

aid?

• Merit-based aid opportunities

• Four-Year Graduation Rate

• History of providing generous grants/scholarships?

• History of meeting students’ demonstrated need?

• History of low student debt upon graduation?

• What is my Return on Investment (ROI) 

• Financial health of the institution

￭ Forbes 2023 College Financial Grades



Financial Fit: University Planning Tools



Financial Fit 

• Cost of Attendance is the starting point for financial 
calculations

• Each College Researched: Net Price Calculator 

• Financial Aid Priorities are Different at Each Institution  

• Always discuss  limitations, conditions and expectations 
for each school  

• Finding Colleges that are financially viable is KEY

• Doing Research + Asking Questions + Using Resources 
early in the process will result in Financial FIT 



Personal Fit: Values, Culture & Social Aspects



Sample Mission Statements

College A: We are a leader in our 
community, preparing future leaders for 

careers within health, education and 
scientific fields that will serve the 

community in which we practice. Our 
educators are focused on skill readiness 
so all students regardless of background 

will be able to become successful, 
competent and confident practitioners.

College B: Our mission is to be the 
institution of choice for liberal arts 

students seeking a holistic education 
that assists them in tackling the big 
questions facing today's society. We 
encourage our students to pursue a 

philosophical, spiritual, theoretical and 
practical education.



Personal Fit: Values, Culture & Social Aspects

• Settings I am successful in 

• People I enjoy being around

• Supports that are important to 
me and my success

• How I enjoy spending my free 
time

• Organizations, clubs, or teams I 
want to be a part of

• Size and type of classes I enjoy 
(lecture style vs. discussion 
based)

• Experiences and opportunities I 
hope to encounter



•Rigor of classes

•Grades and cumulative 
GPA

•Academic trends

Admissibility: The Transcript



Radnor School Profile: Where do you fit in your class?



•SAT
  www. collegeboard.org

•ACT
  www.act.org

•Test Optional
  www.fairtest.org

     Navigating College Admissions Testing
     January 15, 2025 at 6:30 PM – 8 PM, Zoom

Admissibility: Standardized Testing



Admissibility: Admitted Student Profiles



Admissibility: Admitted Student Profiles



Admissibility: Admitted Student Profiles



Admissibility: Admitted Student Profiles



Making Contextual Decisions 

Through SCOIR



Researching with “Fit” In Mind
• Individual College Websites

• US Department of Education: College Score Card 

• College Search Tools:
• Scoir
• CollegeBoard's Big Future
• College Navigator 
• Appily 

• Financial Planning Tools:  
• Net Price Calculators, MyIntuition.org
• Federal Student Aid Estimator
• College Affordability and Transparency Center
• Education Data Initiative
• RaiseMe

• Social Media 

• Campus Visits, Virtual Tours, Virtual Information Sessions, College Fairs



Common Data Set
Identifying fit from a data driven perspective

Common Data Set (CDS) 

• Standardized questions regarding 
an institutions admissions and financial 
aid process, campus life and academic 
programs. 

• Admissions requirements and academic 
profiles for the college’s first-year class

• In-depth financial aid and cost 
information for each school.

• Student Life
• Academic Offerings
• Class size

Google: Common Data Set  + College Name 



Exploring the Common Data Set:  Syracuse University 



Student 
Checklist

9th 11th grade: Schedule postsecondary planning meeting
9th and 10th grade: School Counselor meetings

Use your PSAT results to help finalize a testing plan and 
prep if needed.

Begin crafting a list of colleges that fit with your priorities. 
Use Scoir to stay organized.

Work hard in school to earn the best grades you can this 
year!

Choose a schedule for next year that reflects an 
appropriately challenging courseload and your academic 
interests.

Visit college campuses, if you are able. If not, look for 
virtual tour opportunities, and/or attend local college fairs.

Check Schoology, Instagram, and the Radnor Reader for 
resources, announcements and updates.



Practical Tips: Students

• Create an email account specifically for college purposes 
(and check it often!).

• Opt in for Student Search Service when registering for 
tests like SAT and ACT. Colleges spend tens of thousands 
of $$ on buying these lists for a reason.

• Your future, your experience. Shut out the noise.
• Remember, all the parental nagging is actually love.



Practical Tips: Parents

• Limit the college conversations at home to once a 
week, for example. Pick a time that works best to have 
“the talk”.

• Center your child and who they are. Shut out the noise.
• Help your child focus on FIT, instead of name, as they 

research colleges.
• Remember: college admissions has changed since our 

time. We cannot solely rely on our experience to guide 
our students.



Upcoming Events at RHS

• College, Career & Trades Fair (Students 
Only)

December 12, 2024 at 11:24 AM – 12:24 PM, RHS

• Navigating College Admissions Testing 
(Zoom)

January 15, 2025 at 6:30 PM – 8 PM
*Pre-registration required

• Special Topics in College Admissions: 
Select-a-Session (Zoom)

February 6, 2025 at 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

• Career Exploration: Finding Your Why
February 20, 2025 at 6:30 PM – 8 PM

• College Admissions Panel
March 6, 2025 at 6:30 PM -8 PM, RHS 
Auditorium

• College Admissions Case Study
April 10, 2025 at 6:30 PM – 8 PM, Zoom

• Civil Service Fair (Students Only)
May 1, 2025 at 11:24 AM – 12:24 PM, RHS



Alumni Perspective: Michael McNicholas

• Radnor High School, Class of 2023
• Student Body President 2022-23
• Arts Enthusiast: Music, Band &Chorus
• Community Service

• Saint Joseph's University Class of 2027
• Major: Secondary Education
• Phi Sigma Pi
• President, Relay for Life
• Social Justice Committee Representative
• Faith-Justice Institute
• Service Chair, Dean’s Leadership Program

• RTSD Advisory Council 2023-24



Thank you!

Kellie McGavin-Wiedlich: kellie.wiedlich@rtsd.org
Sarah Pace: sarah.pace@rtsd.org

Rachelle Gough: rachelle.gough@rtsd.org


