
Project Description:

By the late-nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, African American communities had
expanded across states in the mid-Atlantic, New England, and midwest regions. Yet little is
known about the history of African Americans in the Wyoming Valley before the mid-late
twentieth century. This project will help to answer questions about the history of African
Americans in this region in the earlier period of the region’s history, especially considering how
their communities interacted with the other ethnic populations and immigrant enclaves in and
around Scranton. We hope to use GIS mapping functions to overlay different maps of the region
to trace the changing footprint of the city, population growth, demographic changes, and
business development (if time).

Several research questions drive this project; we will start with the basics, and move on to
increasingly complex inquiries as the summer progresses. First and foremost, how did the
physical shape of downtown change over time? We hope to trace the development of various
neighborhoods as Scranton grew and sprawled, by overlaying historical maps at different points
in time. This first stage of research will include identifying, collecting, and digitizing historical
street views, aerial maps, city scapes, and Sanborn (fire insurance) maps. From here, we will
discern the changing geographic outline of the city, focusing on aggregate changes and the
visual representation of the landscape. The second stage will evaluate population changes over
time, considering both growth and demographic shifts, and particularly seeking to identify the
percentages of minority populations at different points in time. It is likely that some of the
material we hope to discern in the first two stages of research may already exist in the
secondary literature (it is especially likely that we’ll find demographic changes have already
been compiled and tabulated). With that in mind, a potential third stage of research would
question how and when particular businesses developed, and what industries were prominent
at different points in time. This stage will aim to map particular commercial landmarks and
important sites, especially focusing on African-American owned businesses and culture.

Investigating the changing footprint of Scranton from its founding in 1856 through the latter
twentieth century will help shed light on the interconnected nature of industrialization and
urban development, especially in the century between the Civil War and the Civil Rights
movement. Furthermore, this project will likely contribute to ongoing efforts to recover the
history of African Americans in this region. A longer, related study is already underway at the
Anthracite Heritage Museum (Scranton). Dr. has consulted with the director of the AHM,

, about potential collaborations on this ongoing project. As the SURF research
progresses, she will continue to consult with AHM staff about sharing our research and / or
contributing further to their work.

The methodology to be deployed will include cataloging and tabulating the datasets so that we
can apply both quantitative and qualitative analysis. The data to be collected include:
geographic changes, total square footage, and neighborhood data (i.e. industrial, residential,
commercial) related to the physical layout of Scranton (taken from historical maps);
demographic data to track changing populations, ethnicities, and their residential areas &



occupations (from historical census records); and data points related to business development
(from census records, city directories, newspapers, and other archival sources). Visual & GIS
analysis will also be applied to the geographic data.

Project deliverables will include a digital visualization of the changing footprint of Scranton
(aggregate data), for at least 5 points in time, with an accompanying narrative explaining these
developments and their significance in relation to the literature.  Ideally, we would also be able
to include information about demographic changes in the visualization, and perhaps highlight a
few key architectural sites of historic significance. The research conducted and narrative /
visualization produced will be equivalent to a 20-30p research paper / thesis.

Timeline / General Workflow
1. Identify and read / review related literature (general Scranton history & African

American history in the region)
2. Identify and collect data (Lackawanna HS, Albright Library, U of Scranton, online tools)

a. maps (georeferenced if possible)
b. Census records (for demographics)
c. Newspapers (for businesses, as needed)
d. City directories (maps, and business data)

3. Analyze data, in relation to the literatures
4. Determine how to visualize the data we’ve collected

a. Review & evaluate GIS & visualization tools
5. Transform data using visualization tools

a. Geolocate / georeference maps as needed
b. Create graphs / charts for representing population change over time

6. Write narrative explaining the significance of these findings & prepare deliverables /
final presentation

7. Revise & refine analyses as needed, to ready for public presentation

Sources / Preliminary bibliography
● Maps–LOC, Lackawanna Historical Society, Luzerne Cty Historical Society, PHMC, PA state

archives, Stanford collection- David Rumsey Coll.
● City Directories and streetscapes– ancestry.com, LackHS, maybe LOC
● Local history collections at Osterhout Library, Albright Public Library, U of Scranton,

LackHS
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Student letter of interest:
In 300 words or less, describing your desire to participate in the project, the expected outcomes / benefits
of participating, and the skills / experiences that have prepared you for this undertaking. Address GPA if
necessary.

Being a smaller university, Misericordia encourages collaboration between students and
faculty to create a close-knit community. It is this commitment that initially drew me to the
university and peaked my interest in SURF. The intensity of the program allows students to fully
immerse themselves in the research and work hands-on with material for long periods of time
instead of within the traditional classroom setting. Such an approach would enable myself and
other students to better understand research methods, analytics, and presentation. Not only do
I hope to enhance my own abilities through research, but also establish a better grasp of other
fields through my peers. On a material level, this specific project revolves around my hometown
of Scranton, PA. Growing up, I was always aware of the area’s rich history and hoped to learn
more. This project will allow me to both explore more well known history and contribute to the
lesser explored field of African American History.

The history curriculum is heavily research based, including much textual analysis,
bibliographic work, and presentation that will provide a basis for SURF requirements.
Additionally, I have worked closely with Dr.  as a research assistant in the past. Since May
of 2022, we have worked together to catalog historic newspapers, build datasets and
bibliographies, and interpret that information. My dual major in  will help me to
analyze business history, better understand economic factors, and utilize databases. I look
forward to participating in SURF in order to become a better student and learn from my peers,
using the skills that I have acquired thus far in my education.




