
Week of December 2 - 6 

Our Mission: Johnson Upper Elementary School is committed to providing a safe, respectful environment that supports the academic and socio-
emotional needs of every student as they develop the necessary skills to become capable, confident, life-long learners.  

 

Keep soaring Jayhawks! 
 

Week At A Glance 

Monday 12/2 PJ Day 

Tuesday 12/3 

Wednesday 12/4 

Thursday 12/5 

Friday 12/6 

Principal’s Corner 

 

We hope that your long weekend 

was a time to relax and create 

memories with family and 

friends. Just a reminder that 

both bus AF and AE will not be 

running this week (see attached). 

We ask for your patience and un-

derstanding as we will see an in-

crease in traffic and will need to 

work with parents who may not 

be familiar with our car line. 

Please see the blurb about the 

upcoming I-Ready Test for your 

students. A special thank you to 

PTA for getting the Holiday Shop 

up and running this week ahead! 

   -Mr. Traub  

Points of Pride 

 Students were able to make the best of 

a short week! 

 SOAR Clubs were once again a huge hit 

with our students participating in so 

many great choices from our teachers! 

 Our students were able to participate in 

an assembly to pie Mr. Traub and Mrs. 

Samouelian for raising over $23,000 for 

our Color Run this year! Thank you PTA! 

PBIS Updates 

Clubs were once again a great time for both 

our staff and students. We will be having the 

SOAR Celebration (which happens at the end 

of every trimester) on Tuesday, December 

10th. This will be a movie with a chance for 

students to buy popcorn and snacks with their 

SOAR Bucks. Students will be eligible to at-

tend the celebration if they have gone the tri-

mester without receiving 3 minors or one ma-

jor. Each trimester, students start with a clean 

slate, so all students start with a new chance! 

I-Ready Testing Window December 2nd - 12th: 

This week the testing window will open for both I-

Ready Math and Reading for our students. You will get 

more specific testing times from your teacher. Just a 

reminder that we use the information from this test to 

measure growth, plan lessons, and guide us during 

small group instruction. Please speak to your student 

about the importance of doing their best for this test! 

Planning for the future:           
December 2024 

12/2 - 12/6 Holiday Shop 

12/10 - SOAR Celebration 

12/12 - Bagel Day 

12/13 - 1/2 Day a.m. 

12/16 - No School 

12/18  - Report Cards 



PTA Updates 

Week of December 2nd 
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Johnson spiritwear is available all year. Check out https://
www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/ to order some Johnson clothing today.  

Feel free to reach our PTA at johnsonupperpta@gmail.com with any 
ideas or questions you may have.   

Don't forget that we 

have a Dave and Bust-

er's fundraising cam-

paign happen-

ing! Click here for 

more info!!  

Fundraiser Update 

Johnson PTA is excited to bring back the Holiday Shop for the students during the week of Dec. 2
-6. Students will shop during the school day with their class. We need volunteers to help make 
this a success. Please consider signing up for a shift.  https://bit.ly/johnholiday24  

 

Youth Making a Difference is a program that encourages and recognizes volunteer efforts by K-12 

students. We'd love to see how our Johnson students volunteer! Please see attached forms.  

https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
mailto:johnsonupperpta@gmail.com
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/49881-johnson-upper-elementary-pta-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_offers_day_1
https://bit.ly/johnholiday24
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https://www.livoniapublicschools.org/post-details/~board/livonia-public-schools-news/post/e-backpack-mail
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ICHAT: Our parent volunteers are awesome and we could not do it without you!  If you will be volunteering at 

Johnson or driving students for field trips, LPS requires you to have a completed iChat background check approved 

prior to the event.  Completing the form is simple and quick.  Go to www.livoniapublicschools.org click on the 

"Parents" tab, then click on "Forms" and click on the iChat box to access the form.  

Student Emergency Cards: We ask that ALL Jayhawk families go onto parent connect and review their student infor-

mation that is listed.  Please confirm your emergency contact information.  This information is added to the PINK 

STUDENT EMERGENCY CARD we print for students.    Emergency cards will be printed on Tuesday, September 3 and 

we ask that all data be updated and confirmed by that time.  Thank you for helping up keep your kids safe!  

COMMUNICATION -  The beginning of the day and the end of the day are always busy times in the 

school office.  At Johnson, we realize there are always unexpected circumstances that arise and we will 

do everything in our power to accommodate unplanned interruptions.  We also ask parents to call the of-

fice after 9:00am and prior to 3:00pm if they are making alternate transportation arrangements for their 

students' trip home.  Teachers frequently use the end of the day time for classroom reorganization, recess 

and/or specials and catching up to a class can be a challenge.  We appreciate your help.  The office 

phone number is (734)744-2740.  

OFFICE HOURS - Mr. Traub, Principal and Mrs. Samouelian, Assistant Principal, are available via email, 

telephone and in person.  If you have any questions or concerns, please set an appointment to discuss 

your situation privately with one of our Administrators.  The Johnson school office is open M-F from 

7:45am to 4:15pm.  Teachers are generally unavailable during the day as they are teaching.  If you have 

a concern, please reach out to teachers via email or contact the office directly at (734) 744-2740  Stu-

dents will not be permitted back into the building for forgotten items once the office is closed for the day!  

SACC: Affordable School Aged Child Care, is still available at Johnson.  Simply call (734) 744-2966 to make arrange-

ments for your students before or after school caregiver needs.  SACC opens at 7:00am and closes at 6:00pm daily.  

Food Update: Students will receive free breakfast and lunch from the state of Michigan regardless of income sta-

tus.  If your student would like to purchase snacks from our snack bar, please know that they can use cash or you 

can put money on their lunch account by going to the "Parent" tab on the LPS web page, then click on "My Pay-

ments Plus Student Lunch Accounts" and you can put money on their account for use at the lunch snack bar. 

http://www.livoniapublicschools.org/


BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK (BIAB) - FREE weekend meals and snack packs are available for those families 

that could use a little extra help.   Johnson  has teamed up with Blessings in a Backpack to offer weekend meal assis-

tance to families that are struggling for whatever reason.  A form is attached to the newsletter for your conven-

ience.  Simply complete the form and have your student return it to the office.  Mid September, delivery will begin.  

Emergency Drills: As we head back to school, student safety is always a priority.  We will be having several different 

drills coming up to acclimate the students to emergency procedures.  We encourage you to let students know we are 

working in their best interest and we ask that they follow instructions given by staff during these drills so we can ease 

their concerns and keep them safe.  Thank you for working with your students and supporting our safety drills.  
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Transportation: In order to receive Bus Transportation, you must live in an area eligible for transportation and 

you MUST apply for transportation.  If you believe your student is eligible for transportation, simply apply for bus 

service following the steps on the attached transportation information form at the end of this newsletter.   If you 

want to see if you have transportation, simply login to Parent Connect and you will be able to see your student's 

transportation arrangements if they have been completed.  If you have applied for transportation and still have not 

received transportation, we encourage you to reach out to transportation directly at (734)744-2156.  

“The only approval you need is your own.” 

- Amanda Gorman 

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL - Oftentimes a student will come to the office with a medical need. The office staff is 

able to dispense medication as needed as long as the medication is: 1) Delivered to school by a parent in the original 

unopened package or prescription container, {NO MEDICATION can be brought to school by students}    2) As long 

as there is an individual, signed medical authorization on file for each medication {form available in the office and 

online}   Medication includes but is not limited to cough drops, aspirin, Tylenol, Advil, prescription drugs, creams, lo-

tions, vitamins, inhalers, EpiPens, etc.…  We cannot administer any medication that is not listed on file in the of-

fice.  Please reach out to Jill Jablonski in the office to set up a time to bring in medications and to review your stu-

dent’s medical needs when they are in the building.  


