
Newsletter
A Message from
Principal Simon Addison
It’s a pleasure to share this edition of our newsletter with you, as we reflect on
what has been a fantastic term so far! There’s been so much happening
across the academy, and we’re thrilled to share some highlights.
Firstly, the excitement is building as rehearsals for Beauty and the Beast near
their finale. The wait is almost over, and we can’t wait for you to see the hard
work and talent of our students and staff come to life on stage!
This week also saw Odd Socks Day, a brilliant way to celebrate individuality
and raise awareness for Anti-Bullying Week. Our students embraced the spirit
of the day with creativity and enthusiasm.
Finally, a big thank you for your support during our Children in Need
fundraising events. From the infamous teacher dunk to face painting, cake
sales, and even car washing, our school community came together to raise
funds for an important cause. Your generosity and encouragement make all
the difference.
Thank you once again for being part of our Hastings Academy family – your
continued support helps us create these wonderful opportunities for our
students.
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Event Date

Y11 Mock Exams 11th-22nd Nov

Hamilton Theatre
Trip

21st Nov

Y10 Mock Exams 25th Nov- 29th Nov

Y8 Parents’ Evening 28th Nov

Villiers Park Trip 29th Nov

Knockhatch Trips 2nd, 9th, 16th Dec

Lee Valey Velodrome
Trip

3rd Dec

Indoor Primary
Athletics

5th Dec

Christmas Jumper
Day

12th Dec

Beauty and the
Beast

12th-13th Dec

Y11 Work Experience
Week

16th-20th Dec

Parents’ Forum 18th Dec

Last day of term 20th Dec

Dates
for the

Diary

Library
Activities 

Book Club
Wednesdays afterschool

till 4.30pm

Homework Club 
Thursdays afterschool till

5pm 
Open to all years. Use

computers, printer and get
any support needed from

your friendly librarian!
  

PARENT COFFEE MORNINGS
(9.15 - 9.50am - Main Hall)

Thursday 9th January 2025
Thursday 27th February 2025

Thursday 24th April 2025
Thursday 5th June 2025

PARENT FORUM MEETINGS
(6.00 - 7.00pm - Main Hall)

Wednesday 18th December 2024
Wednesday 12th February 2025

Wednesday 2nd April 2025
Wednesday 21st May 2025

Wednesday 25th June 2025

PARENT EVENINGS
Y8 Parents’ Evening 28th November 2024

Y11 Parents’ Evening 9th January 2025
Y10 Parents’ Evening 23rd January 2025

Y9 Parents’ Evening 6th March 2025



Clubs Timetable
See below for a list of our after school
clubs and interventions



Careers
Fair

Last week we held our
annual careers fair, a chance
for local employers and
educators to visit our
students and share their
insights to the world of work
and further education.
We had a wide range of
visitors from local colleges-
Hastings and Bexhill, to
apprenticeship schemes, to
local employers such as
Herringtons Solicitors and
local charities. 

We even had our own pupils
sharing their own weekend-jobs,

with Ami Y9, who helps out at a
Kickboxing school, showing Ms

MacMillian her moves.
Every year group got a chance to

attend the event and students
left feeling inspired about the

wide range of options they will
have when they leave the

academy
Watch out for the next edition of
the newsletter where we will be

sharing an upcoming careers
focussed  assembly visit by the

BBC.



This week was Anti-Bullying Week, where we celebrated diversity
and inclusion and raised awareness of the harms of bullying. 
On Tuesday we celebrated Odd-Socks day, with many students and
staff coming in to school in mismatched pairs of socks to raise
awareness and start discussions on what it means to be different. It
was fantastic to see so many students taking part, with a wide
range of crazy socks on display. 
 On Thursday we also held a special Anti Bullying workshop for local
children from Sandown Primary. In these workshops the students
discussed who bullying affects, from the bully to the victim to
onlookers. They then created freeze-frames with the children. The
workshop was a great success, a big well done to all the students
who took charge and led our visitors.

Anti Bullying Week



Last Friday 15th was our annual
Children in Need fundraising day.
Our senior students pulled out all the
stops, getting very creative in their
fundraising events. 
Over the course of the day they
raised a whooping £784!!
There was the classic Dunk the
Teacher, with dark-horse Mr
Addison getting the ceremonial
dunking (and then having to go to
his afternoon meetings with green
sludge still in his hair).
Y10 organised a car wash, with
teachers paying the students to
scrub their muddy cars during lunch. 
Y9 organised a three legged
obstacle course race, where pairs of
teachers battled it out, and students
paid to buy dodgeballs which could
then be pelted at the three-legged
racers. 

Y8 turned west hill into a
fairground with their games, with
some great prizes on offer such as
lunch queue skip passes. 
Finally, Y7 broke bake sale records,
raising just under £300 from their
cakes! A huge number of Y7s
bought in bakes for the sale, from
some amazing cookie-monster
cupcakes to delicious banana
bread. They took advantage of
both first break and second to
make sure that every single crumb
was sold. Well done to all, and
special well done to Y7 for their
amazing turnout! 





Mrs Chamberlain’s
Fundraising Activities
During November, Mrs Chamberlain is taking on the 1500
squats challenge to raise money for Young Lives vs
Cancer. That is a big 50 squats per day! She has been
doing squats during lessons, tutor time, before school,
after school, whenever she has a spare moment, and
roping in students and colleagues too!
Young Lives vs Cancer is a charity that helps families
cope when a young person is diagnosed with cancer.
From financial support to arranging at home treatment,
they do many things to support young cancer patients. 

If you would like to donate
to Mrs Chamberlain’s
fundraiser you can head
>here< to do so.

And that’s not all! 

Last month, Mrs
Chamberlain took a ‘dip a
day’, to help end sewage
pollution. Her daily swims
raised vital funds for
Surfers Against Sewage, a
charity which campaigns to
protect the ocean from
pollution, sewage and
waste. She managed to
raise £223!

A big well done to Mrs
Chamberlain!

https://fundraise.younglivesvscancer.org.uk/fundraisers/laurachamberlain/squat1500-2024?fbclid=IwY2xjawGa06VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTWGQ2PRXGUL8-_SRZnx0nkl6evduBZUTgs01q2hbUoKAjQi8AUlF-DNYw_aem_2KgF-FcwgSxqYyaNiOWJXA


Peer Mentor Scheme
At the beginning of the academic year, we launched a new Peer Mentor Scheme.
Our Peer Mentors, from years 9 and 10, underwent specialised training from Anti-
Bullying Quality Mark-UK to equip them with skills in safeguarding, confidentiality and
effective communication. This training ensures they can provide safe, respectful
support whilst recognising when to refer more serious concerns to a member of staff.
They provide guidance and assistance, helping students with every day school
concerns and offering a friendly face to whom other students can turn. The
programme empowers students to share their experiences and tackle challenges
together, from navigating school routines and building friendships to addressing
issues such as bullying proactively. By creating an environment of mutual respect and
empathy, the programme plays a vital role in promoting positive relationships. It also
helps younger students feel more connected and supported whilst Peer Mentors gain
valuable skills in leadership, empathy and communication. We are proud of our
students' commitment to looking out for one another and are excited to see the
positive impact of this programme on our school community.
Students are encouraged to visit East Hill at break and lunch times. This dedicated
space provides a comfortable and welcoming environment where students can
connect with a mentor for advice, guidance or simply a friendly chat.



Our Hastings Academy performing arts students enjoyed our visit to
The White Rock Theatre to watch local theatre company Hastleons put
on their fabulous performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dream Coat.
A huge well done to the Hastleons for putting on such a great show, the
energy and talent that all the cast brought to the stage was certainly
inspiring for our students. For them to see that it is possible to get
involved in the local Am - Dram circuit and beyond is great for our
budding musical theatre stars. This is thanks to our own students Toby
Nobbs Hobden and Myles Hodges who were involved in the production,
we are very proud of them both and can't wait to see them in the next
show!

Joseph- Ms East shares her writeup
of last term’s trip
If you read last term’s newsletters you will know that two of
our talented students were in the Hastleons production of
Joseph, and some of our students made the trip to the White
Rock theatre to watch the production. Here is what Ms East
had to say about the trip:



This December we will
be collecting for

Surviving the streets are a great local charity who
support the local community, from vulnerable families
to the elderly and homeless, they help to provide food
through digital food banks, on-call Emergency outreach,
support groups and more. 

Keep an eye on our social media platforms for an
interview with James, the founder, who came to chat
with some of our student councillors about what
Surviving the Streets do. 



Performing Arts Department Presents

December 12th
December 13th
6.30pm
Main Hall
£2.50 Adult
£1 Child (Under 16)
Tickets Available via ParentPay



Christmas Cinema!
This December we will be raising money for our senior student
fund by holding a festive cinema in the hall on:

Thursday 28th Nov
Tuesday 3rd Dec
Thursday 5th Dec

We will be showing Nativity

Entry for all three screenings inclusive is 50p, payable on
Parentpay or on the door. 

There will be popcorn!
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Blazer Swap
Coming Soon

If you have any blazers to
donate ahead of the blazer

swap at the end of term,
this would be greatly

appreciated! At the end of
term pupils will be invited

to swap their ill fitting
blazers with ones which

fit, but to start the event
off it always helps to have

some surplus blazers.





We absolutely love hearing about all the great things our students
get up to out of school, from sports superstars or musical
magicians to selfless charity work we want to hear about it all. 
If your child has done something amazing outside of school, and if
they don’t mind us celebrating it, please let us know and we can
showcase their achievements here in the school newsletter. 
Email Miss Mitchell to tell her all about it:
i.mitchell@thehastingsacademy.org.uk 

Tell us about your
extra-curricular

successes! 






