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GT Staff
Elizabeth Channel - GT Coordinator/Montessori
Principal
echannel@wausauschools.org
(715) 261-0956

Matt Adams - GT Learning Resouce Teacher
madams@wausauschools.org
(715) 261-0957
Franklin, Hawthorn HIlls, GD Jones, Riverview, 
and Montessori

Jim Bauman - GT Learning Resource Teacher
jbauman@wausauschools.org
(715)261-0231
Hewitt-Texas, Lincoln, and Red Granite

Aaron Boller - GT Learning Resource Teacher
aboller@wausauschools.org
Horace Mann and John Muir Middle Schools

Cheryl Borta - GT Learning Resource Teacher
cborta@wausauschools.org
(715) 261-0955
Thomas Jefferson, Maine, Grant and Stettin
Leadership and Book Bowl Coordinator

Heidi Hahner - GT Learning Resource Teacher
hhahner@wausauschools.org
(715) 261-0956
John Marshall, Rib Mountain, South Mountain, 
and WAVE

Kris Peterson - GT Department Secretary
krpeterso@wausauschools.org
(715) 261-0952
Rib Mountain

Elem. Calendar
Elementary Art Cluster
January 15 & 16, 2025

Book Bowl
February 6, 2025

GT Music Experience
TBD

Thank you for taking the time to
read our GT newsletter.

It is important for you to receive
updates on what is happening in
our department.  

If you have any suggestions, you
are welcome to share those by
emailing
krpeterson@wausauschools.org.  
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GT Coordinator’s Corner
Welcome to the 2024-2025 school year!  

I am very honored to have the opportunity to serve in the role as our WSD Gifted and
Talented Coordinator.  I look forward to getting to know our students and families and
you are welcome to reach out to me any time.

This school year started off with our annual Parent Information Night that was held at
Rib Mountain on September 26, 2024.  Thank you to the families who were able to join
us that evening for the informational session, meet and greet with our GT Resource
teachers, and door prizes! 

In addition, our middle school families were invited to virtual meetings with Mr. Aaron
Boller on September 11, 13 & 20, 2024.

As a reminder, you are highly encouraged to reach out to your child’s GT Learning
Resource Teacher if you are interested in any parent resource books. They are available
to check out from our department.

We are looking forward to a great year of working with all of you.  You are welcome to
reach out to us if you have any questions throughout the school year.

Warm Regards,
Elizabeth Channel, WSD GT Coordinator

Mr. B’s Middle School News
First quarter has come to a close, and many wonderful enrichment experiences were

enjoyed by many students at both middle schools in each grade level. Students have chosen
to go above and beyond by participating in various enrichment opportunities.

The MATHCOUNTS Team has returned, and many students have joined the teams at both
middle schools. There’s room for more! New members are welcomed to join before

November 8th. Contact me for more information.

Yours in guiding your child above and beyond,

Aaron Boller ~ WSD Middle School GT Resource Teacher
aboller@wausauschools.org



Elementary
Leadership
Conference
Summary

Student
Opportunities

Milwaukee Art Museum Art of
Writing Contest

Brick Fest Live
Madison, WI  Jan 25 & 26

Marathon Co. Conservation
Speaking and Poster Contest

The Wausau School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed,
pregnancy, marital status, parental status,

sexual orientation, sex (including transgender status, change of sex, or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional, or learning
disability (“Protected Classes”).

Mini Music Clinics - UW Madison

https://secure.smore.com/n/rn9apg-gt-4th-5th-leadership-conference
https://secure.smore.com/n/rn9apg-gt-4th-5th-leadership-conference
https://secure.smore.com/n/rn9apg-gt-4th-5th-leadership-conference
https://secure.smore.com/n/rn9apg-gt-4th-5th-leadership-conference
https://www.artofwritingconference.com/
https://www.artofwritingconference.com/
https://www.brickfestlive.com/bfl-2022-2023
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/our-work/youth-education/poster-speaking-contest
https://wisconsinlandwater.org/our-work/youth-education/poster-speaking-contest
https://precollege.wisc.edu/smc/mini-music-clinics/?utm_source=eloqua&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=precollege24&utm_content=precollege-oct-23949-mdr


More Resources
What Is Giftedness?

DAVIDSON INSTITUTE

Three Images to Explain
Giftedness

BYRDSEED

What Does it Mean to Be
Gifted or Talented?

MENSA FOR KIDS

Talking About Giftedness:
The Elephant in the Room

SENG

Characteristics & Traits of
Gifted Children

DAVIDSON INSTITUTE
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What Does it Mean to be Gifted?
TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT THEIR ABIL IT IES
“My ch i ld  was  ident i f i ed  as  g i f ted  and  ta l ented  by  the i r
schoo l .  What  does  that  mean? Shou ld  I  ta lk  to  them about
i t?  What  shou ld  I  say?”
Every year Mr. Boller, our middle school GT teacher, gives
students a survey as a tool to gauge their needs and plan
programming that addresses them. One of the statements that is
frequently endorsed by students is, "I wonder what is expected of
me." 

If you have been identified by the school to receive GT services,
it is because you have demonstrated through your work and
some additional testing that you are capable of high performance
in intellectual, creative, artistic, leadership, or specific academic
areas. You may need extra services or activities in order to learn
to your fullest potential in these areas.

Being identified as gifted can carry a lot of pressure and
expectation, and it's not necessarily brought about by the caring
adults in a child's life. Gifted kids will often have an awareness
of being different from same-aged peers along with high and
sometimes unrealistic expectations of themselves and their
abilities, even before they've been identified.

So whether it's from lack of experience with academic struggle
and learning how to persevere through it, or the expectation
(real of perceived) that they should always be able to do things
perfectly, the pressure is there. After all, they are "gifted." But
what does that even mean? Here are some ideas for talking to
your child about their giftedness to help them to understand
what is and is not expected of them.

QUARTER 1  •  NOVEMB 2024

RAISING HIGH ACHIEVERS
Gifted & Talented Social Emotional Learning Resource

RAISING HIGH ACHIEVERS

Why do people think I'm gifted?

https://www.davidsongifted.org/gifted-blog/what-is-giftedness/
https://www.byrdseed.com/three-images-to-explain-giftedness-to-parents/
https://www.byrdseed.com/three-images-to-explain-giftedness-to-parents/
https://www.mensaforkids.org/read/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-be-gifted-or-talented/
https://www.mensaforkids.org/read/blog/what-does-it-mean-to-be-gifted-or-talented/
https://www.sengifted.org/post/talking-about-giftedness-the-elephant-in-the-room
https://www.sengifted.org/post/talking-about-giftedness-the-elephant-in-the-room
https://www.davidsongifted.org/prospective-families/gifted-traits-and-characteristics/
https://www.davidsongifted.org/prospective-families/gifted-traits-and-characteristics/


Adventures in Being Gifted
Podcast

Parent Footprint with Dr.
Dan
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The Neurodiversity Podcast

RAISING HIGH ACHIEVERS

Does being gifted mean that everything should
come easily to me?
No. In fact, you might find that some things that seem easy to
others are especially challenging for you. You might be gifted in
math, but struggle to organize and communicate your thoughts
about the steps you took to solve the problem, or just think that
doing so is tedious and pointless. You'll still be expected to do
it because it's an important part of expanding your learning and
working with others. You might be an advanced reader and love 

Being identified as gifted does mean that certain subjects will

likely be easier for you to understand and learn. This is

definitely a benefit for many school-related expectations.

However, it doesn't make you better than other people. Empathy

and human connectedness are valuable social competencies and

essential for success in working with others, no matter how

intelligent you are in math and reading. So while we can

celebrate our giftedness in whatever area(s) we've been

identified, it is still important to remember that we all have

unique strengths and challenges. The purpose of your

participation in the GT program is not to identify you as better

than other students, but to be sure that the school is providing

you with education that is at the right depth and speed at which

you are capable of learning.

read books on topics of your
interest, but struggle to get

through assigned reading in the
classroom or write about the

author's perspective. Just like
anyone else, or even more-so,

gifted kids can struggle with
organization skills, managing

emotions, thinking flexibly and
making friends. Be prepared to

study and work hard to learn,
especially as you get into more

advanced courses.

Does being gifted mean that I am better than others?

Podcasts for Parents
of Gifted Kids

https://www.adventuresinbeinggifted.com/
https://www.adventuresinbeinggifted.com/
https://www.drdanpeters.com/
https://www.drdanpeters.com/
https://neurodiversitypodcast.com/home

