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Section I: Parental Rights  
This	section	of	the	District	Student	Handbook	includes	information	related	to	certain	rights	of	
parents	as	specified	in	state	or	federal	law.	

Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal Rights 

Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation 
A	district	employee	will	not	conduct	a	psychological	examination,	test,	or	treatment	without	
obtaining	prior	written	parental	consent	unless	the	examination,	test,	or	treatment	is	required	
under	state	or	federal	law	regarding	requirements	for	special	education	or	by	the	Texas	
Education	Agency	(TEA)	for	child	abuse	investigations	and	reports.	

Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal 
Information 
Teachers	may	display	students’	work,	which	may	include	personally	identifiable	student	
information,	in	classrooms	or	elsewhere	on	campus	as	recognition	of	student	achievement.	

However,	the	district	will	seek	parental	consent	before	displaying	students’	artwork,	special	
projects,	photographs	taken	by	students,	original	videos	or	voice	recordings,	and	other	original	
works	on	the	district’s	website,	a	website	affiliated	or	sponsored	by	the	district,	such	as	a	
campus	or	classroom	website,	and	in	district	publications,	which	may	include	printed	materials,	
videos,	or	other	methods	of	mass	communication.	

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if 
Student is under Age 14 
A	student	under	the	age	of	14	must	have	parental	permission	to	receive	instruction	in	the	
district’s	parenting	and	paternity	awareness	program;	otherwise,	the	student	will	not	be	
allowed	to	participate	in	the	instruction.	This	program,	developed	by	the	Office	of	the	Texas	
Attorney	General	and	the	State	Board	of	Education	(SBOE),	is	incorporated	into	the	district’s	
health	education	classes.	

Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student when Not Otherwise 
Permitted by Law 
State	law	permits	the	school	to	make	a	video	or	voice	recording	without	parental	permission	for	
the	following	circumstances:		

• When	it	is	to	be	used	for	school	safety;	

• When	it	relates	to	classroom	instruction	or	a	co-curricular	or	extracurricular	activity;		

• When	it	relates	to	media	coverage	of	the	school;	or	

• When	it	relates	to	the	promotion	of	student	safety	as	provided	by	law	for	a	student	
receiving	special	education	services	in	certain	settings.	
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The	district	will	seek	parental	consent	through	a	written	request	before	making	any	other	video	
or	voice	recording	of	your	child	not	otherwise	allowed	by	law.	

[See	Video	Cameras	on	page	84	for	more	information,	including	a	parent’s	right	to	request	
video	and	audio	equipment	be	placed	in	certain	special	education	settings.]	

Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment 
Corporal	punishment—spanking	or	paddling	the	student—may	be	used	as	a	discipline	
management	technique	in	accordance	with	the	Student	Code	of	Conduct	and	policy	FO(LOCAL)	
in	the	district’s	policy	manual.	

If	you	do	not	want	corporal	punishment	to	be	administered	to	your	child	as	a	method	of	
student	discipline,	please	return	the	form	included	in	the	forms	packet	OR	submit	a	written	
statement	to	the	campus	principal	stating	this	decision.	A	signed	statement	must	be	provided	
each	year	if	you	do	not	want	corporal	punishment	to	be	administered	to	your	child.	

You	may	choose	to	revoke	this	prohibition	at	any	time	during	the	year	by	providing	a	signed	
statement	to	the	campus	principal.	However,	district	personnel	may	choose	to	use	discipline	
methods	other	than	corporal	punishment	even	if	the	parent	requests	that	this	method	be	used	
on	the	student.	

Note:	If	the	district	is	made	aware	that	a	student	is	in	temporary	or	permanent	conservatorship	
(custody)	of	the	state,	through	foster	care,	kinship	care,	or	other	arrangements,	corporal	
punishment	will	not	be	administered,	even	when	a	signed	statement	prohibiting	its	use	has	not	
been	submitted	by	the	student’s	caregiver	or	caseworker.	

Limiting Electronic Communications with Students by District 
Employees 
Teachers	and	other	approved	employees	are	permitted	by	the	district	to	use	electronic	
communication	with	students	within	the	scope	of	the	individual’s	professional	responsibilities,	
as	described	by	district	guidelines.	For	example,	a	teacher	may	set	up	a	social	networking	page	
for	his	or	her	class	that	has	information	related	to	class	work,	homework,	and	tests.	As	a	
parent,	you	are	welcome	to	join	or	become	a	member	of	such	a	page.	

However,	text	messages	sent	to	an	individual	student	are	only	allowed	if	a	district	employee	
with	responsibility	for	an	extracurricular	activity	needs	to	communicate	with	a	student	
participating	in	the	extracurricular	activity.	

The	employee	is	required	to	include	his	or	her	immediate	supervisor	and	the	student’s	parent	
as	recipients	on	all	text	messages.	

If	you	prefer	that	your	child	not	receive	any	one-to-one	electronic	communications	from	a	
district	employee	or	if	you	have	questions	related	to	the	use	of	electronic	media	by	district	
employees,	please	contact	the	campus	principal.	

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information 
The	Family	Educational	Rights	and	Privacy	Act,	or	FERPA,	permits	the	district	to	disclose	
appropriately	designated	“directory	information”	from	a	student’s	education	records	without	
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written	consent.	“Directory	information”	is	information	that	is	generally	not	considered	harmful	
or	an	invasion	of	privacy	if	released.	Examples	include	a	student’s	photograph	for	publication	in	
the	school	yearbook;	a	student’s	name	and	grade	level	for	purposes	of	communicating	class	
and	teacher	assignment;	the	name,	weight,	and	height	of	an	athlete	for	publication	in	a	school	
athletic	program;	a	list	of	student	birthdays	for	generating	schoolwide	or	classroom	
recognition;	a	student’s	name	and	photograph	posted	on	a	district-approved	and	-managed	
social	media	platform;	and	the	names	and	grade	levels	of	students	submitted	by	the	district	to	a	
local	newspaper	or	other	community	publication	to	recognize	the	A/B	honor	roll	for	a	specific	
grading	period.	Directory	information	will	be	released	to	anyone	who	follows	procedures	for	
requesting	it.	

However,	a	parent	or	eligible	student	may	object	to	the	release	of	a	student’s	directory	
information.	This	objection	must	be	made	in	writing	to	the	principal	within	ten	school	days	of	
your	child’s	first	day	of	instruction	for	this	school	district.	[See	the	“Notice	Regarding	Directory	
Information	and	Parent’s	Response	Regarding	Release	of	Student	Information”	included	in	the	
forms	packet.]	

As	allowed	by	state	law,	the	district	has	identified	two	directory	information	lists—one	for	
school-sponsored	purposes	and	the	second	for	all	other	requests.	For	all	district	publications	
and	announcements,	the	district	has	designated	the	following	as	directory	information:	Student	
name;	address;	telephone	listing;	electronic	mail	address;	photograph;	date	and	place	of	birth;	
major	field	of	study;	degrees;	honors;	dates	of	attendance;	grade	level;	most	recent	educational	
institution	attended;	participation	in	officially	recognized	activities	and	sports;	weight	and	
height	of	team	members	of	athletic	teams;	and	enrollment	status.		

If	you	do	not	object	to	the	use	of	your	child’s	information	for	these	limited	school-sponsored	
purposes,	the	school	will	not	need	to	ask	your	permission	each	time	the	district	wishes	to	use	
the	information	for	the	school-sponsored	purposes	listed	above.	

For	all	other	purposes,	the	district	has	identified	the	following	as	directory	information:	Student	
name.	

	If	you	do	not	object	to	the	use	of	your	child’s	information	for	these	purposes,	the	school	must	
release	this	information	when	the	school	receives	a	request	from	an	outside	entity	or	
individual.	

Also	review	the	information	at	Authorized	Inspection	and	Use	of	Student	Records	on	page	13.	

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters 
and Institutions of Higher Education (Secondary Grade Levels Only) 
The	district	is	required	by	federal	law	to	comply	with	a	request	by	a	military	recruiter	or	an	
institution	of	higher	education	for	students’	names,	addresses,	and	telephone	listings,	unless	
parents	have	advised	the	district	not	to	release	their	child’s	information	without	prior	written	
consent.	A	form	included	in	the	forms	packet	is	available	if	you	do	not	want	the	district	to	
provide	this	information	to	military	recruiters	or	institutions	of	higher	education.	
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Participation in Third-Party Surveys 
Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey, 
Analysis, or Evaluation 

Your	child	will	not	be	required	to	participate	without	parental	consent	in	any	survey,	analysis,	
or	evaluation—funded	in	whole	or	in	part	by	the	U.S.	Department	of	Education—that	concerns:	

• Political	affiliations	or	beliefs	of	the	student	or	the	student’s	parent.	

• Mental	or	psychological	problems	of	the	student	or	the	student’s	family.	

• Sex	behavior	or	attitudes.	

• Illegal,	antisocial,	self-incriminating,	or	demeaning	behavior.	

• Critical	appraisals	of	individuals	with	whom	the	student	has	a	close	family	relationship.	

• Relationships	privileged	under	law,	such	as	relationships	with	lawyers,	physicians,	and	
ministers.	

• Religious	practices,	affiliations,	or	beliefs	of	the	student	or	parent.	

• Income,	except	when	the	information	is	required	by	law	and	will	be	used	to	determine	
the	student’s	eligibility	to	participate	in	a	special	program	or	to	receive	financial	
assistance	under	such	a	program.	

You	will	be	able	to	inspect	the	survey	or	other	instrument	and	any	instructional	materials	used	
in	connection	with	such	a	survey,	analysis,	or	evaluation.		

[For	further	information,	see	policy	EF(LEGAL).]	

 “Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings and 
the Disclosure of Personal Information  

As	a	parent,	you	have	a	right	to	receive	notice	of	and	deny	permission	for	your	child’s	
participation	in:	

• Any	survey	concerning	the	private	information	listed	above,	regardless	of	funding.	

• School	activities	involving	the	collection,	disclosure,	or	use	of	personal	information	
gathered	from	your	child	for	the	purpose	of	marketing,	selling,	or	otherwise	disclosing	
that	information.	

Note:	This	does	not	apply	to	the	collection,	disclosure,	or	use	of	personal	information	
collected	from	students	for	the	exclusive	purpose	of	developing,	evaluating,	or	providing	
educational	products	or	services	for,	or	to,	students	or	educational	institutions.	

• Any	nonemergency,	invasive	physical	examination	or	screening	required	as	a	condition	
of	attendance,	administered	and	scheduled	by	the	school	in	advance	and	not	necessary	
to	protect	the	immediate	health	and	safety	of	the	student.	Exceptions	are	hearing,	
vision,	or	spinal	screenings,	or	any	physical	examination	or	screening	permitted	or	
required	under	state	law.	[See	policies	EF	and	FFAA.]	
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As	a	parent,	you	may	inspect	a	survey	created	by	a	third	party	before	the	survey	is	administered	
or	distributed	to	your	child.	

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a 
Required Component of Instruction 

Human Sexuality Instruction 
As	a	part	of	the	district’s	curriculum,	students	receive	instruction	related	to	human	sexuality.	
The	School	Health	Advisory	Council	(SHAC)	is	involved	with	the	selection	of	course	materials	for	
such	instruction.	

State	law	requires	that	any	instruction	related	to	human	sexuality,	sexually	transmitted	
diseases,	or	human	immunodeficiency	virus	(HIV)	or	acquired	immune	deficiency	syndrome	
(AIDS)	must:	

• Present	abstinence	from	sexual	activity	as	the	preferred	choice	of	behavior	in	
relationship	to	all	sexual	activity	for	unmarried	persons	of	school	age;	

• Devote	more	attention	to	abstinence	from	sexual	activity	than	to	any	other	behavior;	

• Emphasize	that	abstinence	is	the	only	method	that	is	100	percent	effective	in	preventing	
pregnancy,	sexually	transmitted	diseases,	and	the	emotional	trauma	associated	with	
adolescent	sexual	activity;	

• Direct	adolescents	to	a	standard	of	behavior	in	which	abstinence	from	sexual	activity	
before	marriage	is	the	most	effective	way	to	prevent	pregnancy	and	sexually	
transmitted	diseases;	and	

• If	included	in	the	content	of	the	curriculum,	teach	contraception	and	condom	use	in	
terms	of	human	use	reality	rates	instead	of	theoretical	laboratory	rates.	

In	accordance	with	state	law,	below	is	a	summary	of	the	district’s	curriculum	regarding	human	
sexuality	instruction:	

Included	in	the	Health	Class	curriculum	and	instruction	is	content	about	the	reproductive	
system.	District	and	State	law	requires	that	abstinence	from	sexual	activity	be	taught	in	health	
classes	as	the	preferred	choice	of	behavior.	The	Beaumont	Independent	School	District	and	the	
Physical	Education	Department	directs	students	to	a	standard	of	behavior	in	which	abstinence	
from	sexual	activity	before	marriage	is	the	most	effective	way	to	prevent	pregnancy	and	sexually	
transmitted	diseases.	

As	a	parent,	you	are	entitled	to	review	the	curriculum	materials.	In	addition,	you	may	remove	
your	child	from	any	part	of	the	human	sexuality	instruction	with	no	academic,	disciplinary,	or	
other	penalties.	You	may	also	choose	to	become	more	involved	with	the	development	of	
curriculum	used	for	this	purpose	by	becoming	a	member	of	the	district’s	SHAC.	Please	see	the	
campus	principal	for	additional	information.	

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3–12 
You	may	request	that	your	child	be	excused	from	recitation	of	a	portion	of	the	Declaration	of	
Independence.	State	law	requires	students	in	social	studies	classes	in	grades	3–12	to	recite	a	
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portion	of	the	text	of	the	Declaration	of	Independence	during	Celebrate	Freedom	Week	unless	
(1)	you	provide	a	written	statement	requesting	that	your	child	be	excused,	(2)	the	district	
determines	that	your	child	has	a	conscientious	objection	to	the	recitation,	or	(3)	you	are	a	
representative	of	a	foreign	government	to	whom	the	U.S.	government	extends	diplomatic	
immunity.		

[See	policy	EHBK(LEGAL).]	

Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and Texas Flags 
As	a	parent,	you	may	request	that	your	child	be	excused	from	participation	in	the	daily	
recitation	of	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance	to	the	U.S.	flag	and	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance	to	the	Texas	
flag.	The	request	must	be	in	writing.	State	law	does	not	allow	your	child	to	be	excused	from	
participation	in	the	required	minute	of	silence	or	silent	activity	that	follows.		

[See	Pledges	of	Allegiance	and	a	Minute	of	Silence	on	page	70	and	policy	EC(LEGAL).]	

Religious or Moral Beliefs 
You	may	remove	your	child	temporarily	from	the	classroom	if	an	instructional	activity	in	which	
your	child	is	scheduled	to	participate	conflicts	with	your	religious	or	moral	beliefs.	The	removal	
cannot	be	for	the	purpose	of	avoiding	a	test	and	may	not	extend	for	an	entire	semester.	
Further,	your	child	must	satisfy	grade-level	and	graduation	requirements	as	determined	by	the	
school	and	by	state	law.	

Tutoring or Test Preparation  
Based	on	informal	observations,	evaluative	data	such	as	grades	earned	on	assignments	or	tests,	
or	results	from	diagnostic	assessments,	a	teacher	may	determine	that	a	student	is	in	need	of	
additional	targeted	assistance	for	the	student	to	achieve	mastery	in	state-developed	essential	
knowledge	and	skills.	The	school	will	always	attempt	to	provide	tutoring	and	strategies	for	test-
taking	in	ways	that	prevent	removal	from	other	instruction	as	much	as	possible.	In	accordance	
with	state	law	and	policy	EC,	the	school	will	not	remove	a	student	from	a	regularly	scheduled	
class	for	remedial	tutoring	or	test	preparation	for	more	than	ten	percent	of	the	school	days	on	
which	the	class	is	offered,	unless	the	student’s	parent	consents	to	this	removal.	

The	school	may	also	offer	tutorial	services,	which	students	whose	grades	are	below	70	will	be	
required	to	attend.	

[Also	refer	to	policies	EC	and	EHBC,	and	contact	your	student’s	teacher	with	questions	about	
any	tutoring	programs	provided	by	the	school.]	

Right of Access to Student Records, Curriculum Materials, and District 
Records/Policies 

Instructional Materials 
As	a	parent,	you	have	a	right	to	review	teaching	materials,	textbooks,	and	other	teaching	aids	
and	instructional	materials	used	in	the	curriculum,	and	to	examine	tests	that	have	been	
administered	to	your	child.	
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You	are	also	entitled	to	request	that	the	school	allow	your	child	to	take	home	any	instructional	
materials	used	by	the	student.	If	the	school	determines	that	sufficient	availability	exists	to	grant	
the	request,	the	student	must	return	the	materials	at	the	beginning	of	the	next	school	day	if	
requested	to	do	so	by	the	student’s	teacher.	

Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent 
Noncustodial	parents	may	request	in	writing	that	they	be	provided,	for	the	remainder	of	the	
school	year,	a	copy	of	any	written	notice	usually	provided	to	parents	related	to	their	child’s	
misconduct	that	may	involve	placement	in	a	disciplinary	alternative	education	program	(DAEP)	
or	expulsion.	[See	policy	FO(LEGAL)	and	the	Student	Code	of	Conduct.]	

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District 
Assessments 
You	may	request	information	regarding	any	state	or	district	policy	related	to	your	child’s	
participation	in	assessments	required	by	federal	law,	state	law,	or	the	district.	

Student Records 
Accessing Student Records 

You	may	review	your	child’s	student	records.	These	records	include:	

• Attendance	records,	

• Test	scores,	

• Grades,	

• Disciplinary	records,	

• Counseling	records,	

• Psychological	records,	

• Applications	for	admission,	

• Health	and	immunization	information,	

• Other	medical	records,	

• Teacher	and	school	counselor	evaluations,	

• Reports	of	behavioral	patterns,	

• Records	relating	to	assistance	provided	for	learning	difficulties,	including	information	
collected	regarding	any	intervention	strategies	used	with	your	child,	as	the	term	
intervention	strategy	is	defined	by	law,	

• State	assessment	instruments	that	have	been	administered	to	your	child,	and	

• Teaching	materials	and	tests	used	in	your	child’s	classroom.	
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Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records 

A	federal	law,	known	as	the	Family	Educational	Rights	and	Privacy	Act,	or	FERPA,	affords	
parents	and	eligible	students	certain	rights	with	respect	to	student	education	records.	For	
purposes	of	student	records,	an	“eligible”	student	is	one	who	is	age	18	or	older	or	who	is	
attending	an	institution	of	postsecondary	education.	These	rights,	as	discussed	in	this	section	as	
well	as	at	Objecting	to	the	Release	of	Directory	Information	on	page	7,	are:	

• The	right	to	inspect	and	review	student	records	within	45	days	after	the	day	the	school	
receives	a	request	for	access.	

• The	right	to	request	an	amendment	to	a	student	record	the	parent	or	eligible	student	
believes	is	inaccurate,	misleading,	or	otherwise	in	violation	of	FERPA.	

• The	right	to	provide	written	consent	before	the	school	discloses	personally	identifiable	
information	from	the	student’s	records,	except	to	the	extent	that	FERPA	authorizes	
disclosure	without	consent.	

• The	right	to	file	a	complaint	with	the	U.S.	Department	of	Education	concerning	failures	
by	the	school	to	comply	with	FERPA	requirements.	The	name	and	address	of	the	office	
that	administers	FERPA	are:	

Family	Policy	Compliance	Office	
U.S.	Department	of	Education	
400	Maryland	Avenue,	SW	
Washington,	DC	20202	

Both	FERPA	and	state	laws	safeguard	student	records	from	unauthorized	inspection	or	use	and	
provide	parents	and	eligible	students	certain	rights	of	privacy.	Before	disclosing	any	personally	
identifiable	information	from	a	student’s	records,	the	district	must	verify	the	identity	of	the	
person,	including	a	parent	or	the	student,	requesting	the	information.	

Virtually	all	information	pertaining	to	student	performance,	including	grades,	test	results,	and	
disciplinary	records,	is	considered	confidential	educational	records.	

Inspection	and	release	of	student	records	is	primarily	restricted	to	an	eligible	student	or	a	
student’s	parent—whether	married,	separated,	or	divorced—unless	the	school	is	given	a	copy	
of	a	court	order	terminating	parental	rights	or	the	right	to	access	a	student’s	education	records.		

Federal	law	requires	that,	as	soon	as	a	student	reaches	the	age	of	18,	is	emancipated	by	a	
court,	or	enrolls	in	a	postsecondary	institution,	control	of	the	records	goes	to	the	student.	The	
parent	may	continue	to	have	access	to	the	records,	however,	if	the	student	is	a	dependent	for	
tax	purposes	and	under	limited	circumstances	when	there	is	a	threat	to	the	health	and	safety	of	
the	student	or	other	individuals.	
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FERPA	permits	the	disclosure	of	personally	identifiable	information	from	a	student’s	education	
records,	without	written	consent	of	the	parent	or	eligible	student,	in	the	following	
circumstances:	

• When	district	school	officials	have	what	federal	law	refers	to	as	a	“legitimate	
educational	interest”	in	a	student’s	records.	School	officials	would	include	board	
members	and	employees,	such	as	the	superintendent,	administrators,	and	principals;	
teachers,	school	counselors,	diagnosticians,	and	support	staff	(including	district	health	
or	district	medical	staff);	a	person	or	company	with	whom	the	district	has	contracted	or	
allowed	to	provide	a	particular	institutional	service	or	function	(such	as	an	attorney,	
consultant,	third-party	vendor	that	offers	online	programs	or	software,	auditor,	medical	
consultant,	therapist,	school	resource	officer,	or	volunteer);	a	parent	or	student	serving	
on	a	school	committee;	or	a	parent	or	student	assisting	a	school	official	in	the	
performance	of	his	or	her	duties.	“Legitimate	educational	interest”	in	a	student’s	
records	includes	working	with	the	student;	considering	disciplinary	or	academic	actions,	
the	student’s	case,	or	an	individualized	education	program	for	a	student	with	
disabilities;	compiling	statistical	data;	reviewing	an	educational	record	to	fulfill	the	
official’s	professional	responsibility	to	the	school	and	the	student;	or	investigating	or	
evaluating	programs.	

• To	authorize	representatives	of	various	governmental	agencies,	including	juvenile	
service	providers,	the	U.S.	Comptroller	General’s	office,	the	U.S.	Attorney	General’s	
office,	the	U.S.	Secretary	of	Education,	TEA,	the	U.S.	Secretary	of	Agriculture’s	office,	
and	Child	Protective	Services	(CPS)	caseworkers	or	other	child	welfare	representatives,	
in	certain	cases.	

• To	individuals	or	entities	granted	access	in	response	to	a	subpoena	or	court	order.	

• To	another	school,	school	district/system,	or	institution	of	postsecondary	education	to	
which	a	student	seeks	or	intends	to	enroll	or	in	which	he	or	she	is	already	enrolled.	

• In	connection	with	financial	aid	for	which	a	student	has	applied	or	which	the	student	has	
received.	

• To	accrediting	organizations	to	carry	out	accrediting	functions.	

• To	organizations	conducting	studies	for,	or	on	behalf	of,	the	school,	to	develop,	validate,	
or	administer	predictive	tests;	administer	student	aid	programs;	or	improve	instruction.	

• To	appropriate	officials	in	connection	with	a	health	or	safety	emergency.	

• When	the	district	discloses	information	it	has	designated	as	directory	information.	[See	
Objecting	to	the	Release	of	Directory	Information	on	page	7	for	opportunities	to	
prohibit	this	disclosure.]	

Release	of	personally	identifiable	information	to	any	other	person	or	agency—such	as	a	
prospective	employer	or	for	a	scholarship	application—will	occur	only	with	parental	or	student	
permission	as	appropriate.	
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The	principal	is	custodian	of	all	records	for	currently	enrolled	students	at	the	assigned	school.	
The	superintendent	is	the	custodian	of	all	records	for	students	who	have	withdrawn	or	
graduated.	

A	parent	or	eligible	student	who	wishes	to	inspect	the	student’s	records	should	submit	a	
written	request	to	the	records	custodian	identifying	the	records	he	or	she	wishes	to	inspect.	
Records	may	be	inspected	by	a	parent	or	eligible	student	during	regular	school	hours.	The	
records	custodian	or	designee	will	respond	to	reasonable	requests	for	explanation	and	
interpretation	of	the	records.	

A	parent	or	eligible	student	who	provides	a	written	request	and	pays	copying	costs	of	ten	cents	
per	page	may	obtain	copies.	If	circumstances	prevent	inspection	during	regular	school	hours	
and	the	student	qualifies	for	free	or	reduced-price	meals,	the	district	will	either	provide	a	copy	
of	the	records	requested	or	make	other	arrangements	for	the	parent	or	student	to	review	these	
records.	The	address	of	the	superintendent’s	office	is	3395	Harrison	Avenue,	Beaumont,	Texas.	

A	parent	(or	eligible	student)	may	inspect	the	student’s	records	and	request	a	correction	or	
amendment	if	the	records	are	considered	inaccurate,	misleading,	or	otherwise	in	violation	of	
the	student’s	privacy	rights.	A	request	to	correct	a	student’s	record	should	be	submitted	to	the	
appropriate	records	custodian.	The	request	must	clearly	identify	the	part	of	the	record	that	
should	be	corrected	and	include	an	explanation	of	how	the	information	in	the	record	is	
inaccurate.	If	the	district	denies	the	request	to	amend	the	records,	the	parent	or	eligible	
student	has	the	right	to	request	a	hearing.	If	the	records	are	not	amended	as	a	result	of	the	
hearing,	the	parent	or	eligible	student	has	30	school	days	to	exercise	the	right	to	place	a	
statement	commenting	on	the	information	in	the	student’s	record.	

Although	improperly	recorded	grades	may	be	challenged,	contesting	a	student’s	grade	in	a	
course	or	on	an	examination	is	handled	through	the	general	complaint	process	found	in	policy	
FNG(LOCAL).	A	grade	issued	by	a	classroom	teacher	can	be	changed	only	if,	as	determined	by	
the	board	of	trustees,	the	grade	is	arbitrary,	erroneous,	or	inconsistent	with	the	district’s	
grading	policy.	[See	Finality	of	Grades	at	FNG(LEGAL),	Report	Cards/Progress	Reports	and	
Conferences	on	page	72,	and	Complaints	and	Concerns	on	page	34	for	an	overview	of	the	
process.]	

The	district’s	policy	regarding	student	records	found	at	policy	FL	is	available	from	the	principal’s	
or	superintendent’s	office	or	on	the	district’s	website	at	www.bmtisd.com.	

The	parent’s	or	eligible	student’s	right	of	access	to	and	copies	of	student	records	do	not	extend	
to	all	records.	Materials	that	are	not	considered	educational	records—such	as	a	teacher’s	
personal	notes	about	a	student	that	are	shared	only	with	a	substitute	teacher—do	not	have	to	
be	made	available	to	the	parent	or	student.	

Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications  
You	may	request	information	regarding	the	professional	qualifications	of	your	child’s	teachers,	
including	whether	a	teacher	has	met	state	qualification	and	licensing	criteria	for	the	grade	
levels	and	subject	areas	in	which	the	teacher	provides	instruction;	whether	the	teacher	has	an	
emergency	permit	or	other	provisional	status	for	which	state	requirements	have	been	waived;	
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and	whether	the	teacher	is	currently	teaching	in	the	field	of	discipline	of	his	or	her	certification.	
You	also	have	the	right	to	request	information	about	the	qualifications	of	any	paraprofessional	
who	may	provide	services	to	your	child.	

Students with Exceptionalities or Special Circumstances 

Children of Military Families 
Children	of	military	families	will	be	provided	flexibility	regarding	certain	district	requirements,	
including:	

• Immunization	requirements.	

• Grade	level,	course,	or	educational	program	placement.	

• Eligibility	requirements	for	participation	in	extracurricular	activities.	

• Graduation	requirements.	

In	addition,	absences	related	to	a	student	visiting	with	his	or	her	parent,	including	a	stepparent	
or	legal	guardian,	who	has	been	called	to	active	duty	for,	is	on	leave	from,	or	is	returning	from	a	
deployment	of	at	least	four	months	will	be	excused	by	the	district.	The	district	will	permit	no	
more	than	five	excused	absences	per	year	for	this	purpose.	For	the	absence	to	be	excused,	the	
absence	must	occur	no	earlier	than	the	60th	day	before	deployment	or	no	later	than	the	30th	
day	after	the	parent’s	return	from	deployment.	

Additional	information	may	be	found	at	Military	Family	Resources	at	the	Texas	Education	
Agency. 

Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments 
Multiple Birth Siblings 

As	a	parent,	if	your	children	are	multiple	birth	siblings	(e.g.,	twins,	triplets,	etc.)	assigned	to	the	
same	grade	and	campus,	you	may	request	that	they	be	placed	either	in	the	same	classroom	or	
in	separate	classrooms.	Your	written	request	must	be	submitted	no	later	than	the	14th	day	
after	the	enrollment	of	your	children.	[See	policy	FDB(LEGAL).]	

Safety Transfers/Assignments 

As	a	parent,	you	may:		

• Request	the	transfer	of	your	child	to	another	classroom	or	campus	if	your	child	has	been	
determined	by	the	district	to	have	been	a	victim	of	bullying,	which	includes	
cyberbullying,	as	defined	by	Education	Code	37.0832.	Transportation	is	not	provided	for	
a	transfer	to	another	campus.	See	the	campus	principal,	or	Dr.	Aaron	Covington,	
Principal-in-residence	for	the	Beaumont	ISD	at	(409)	617-5037	for	information.	

• Consult	with	district	administrators	if	your	child	has	been	determined	by	the	district	to	
have	engaged	in	bullying	and	the	board	decides	to	transfer	your	child	to	another	
classroom	or	campus.	Transportation	is	not	provided	for	a	transfer	to	another	campus.	

[See	Bullying	on	page	28,	and	policies	FDB	and	FFI.]	
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• Request	the	transfer	of	your	child	to	attend	a	safe	public	school	in	the	district	if	your	
child	attends	school	at	a	campus	identified	by	TEA	as	persistently	dangerous	or	if	your	
child	has	been	a	victim	of	a	violent	criminal	offense	while	at	school	or	on	school	
grounds.	[See	policy	FDE.]	

• Request	the	transfer	of	your	child	to	another	district	campus	if	your	child	has	been	the	
victim	of	a	sexual	assault	by	another	student	assigned	to	the	same	campus,	whether	the	
assault	occurred	on	or	off	campus,	and	that	student	has	been	convicted	of	or	placed	on	
deferred	adjudication	for	that	assault.	If	the	victim	does	not	wish	to	transfer,	the	district	
will	transfer	the	assailant	in	accordance	with	policy	FDE.	

Service/Assistance Animal Use by Students 
A	parent	of	a	student	who	uses	a	service/assistance	animal	because	of	the	student’s	disability	
must	submit	a	request	in	writing	to	the	principal	before	bringing	the	service/assistance	animal	
on	campus.	The	district	will	try	to	accommodate	a	request	as	soon	as	possible	but	will	do	so	
within	ten	district	business	days.	

Students in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care) 
A	student	who	is	currently	in	the	conservatorship	(custody)	of	the	state	and	who	enrolls	in	the	
district	after	the	beginning	of	the	school	year	will	be	allowed	credit-by-examination	
opportunities	outside	the	district’s	established	testing	windows,	and	the	district	will	grant	
proportionate	course	credit	by	semester	(partial	credit)	when	a	student	only	passes	one	
semester	of	a	two-semester	course.	

A	student	who	is	currently	in	the	conservatorship	of	the	state	and	who	is	moved	outside	of	the	
district’s	or	school’s	attendance	boundaries,	or	who	is	initially	placed	in	the	conservatorship	of	
the	state	and	who	is	moved	outside	the	district’s	or	school’s	boundaries,	is	entitled	to	continue	
in	enrollment	at	the	school	he	or	she	was	attending	prior	to	the	placement	or	move	until	the	
student	reaches	the	highest	grade	level	at	the	particular	school.	

In	addition,	if	a	student	in	grade	11	or	12	transfers	to	another	district	but	does	not	meet	the	
graduation	requirements	of	the	receiving	district,	the	student	can	request	to	receive	a	diploma	
from	the	previous	district	if	he	or	she	meets	the	criteria	to	graduate	from	the	previous	district.	

In	addition,	for	a	student	in	the	conservatorship	of	the	state	who	is	eligible	for	a	tuition	and	fee	
exemption	under	state	law	and	likely	to	be	in	care	on	the	day	preceding	the	student’s	18th	
birthday,	the	district	will:		

• Assist	the	student	with	the	completion	of	any	applications	for	admission	or	for	financial	
aid;	

• Arrange	and	accompany	the	student	on	campus	visits;	

• Assist	in	researching	and	applying	for	private	or	institution-sponsored	scholarships;	

• Identify	whether	the	student	is	a	candidate	for	appointment	to	a	military	academy;	
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• Assist	the	student	in	registering	and	preparing	for	college	entrance	examinations,	
including,	subject	to	the	availability	of	funds,	arranging	for	the	payment	of	any	
examination	fees	by	the	DFPS;	and	

• Coordinate	contact	between	the	student	and	a	liaison	officer	for	students	who	were	
formerly	in	the	conservatorship	of	the	state.	

[See	also	Credit	by	Examination	for	Advancement/Acceleration	on	page	37,	Course	Credit	on	
page	36,	and	Students	in	Foster	Care	on	page	80	for	more	information.]	

Students Who Are Homeless 
Children	who	are	homeless	will	be	provided	flexibility	regarding	certain	district	provisions,	
including:	

• Proof	of	residency	requirements;	

• Immunization	requirements;	

• Educational	program	placement,	if	the	student	is	unable	to	provide	previous	academic	
records,	or	misses	an	application	deadline	during	a	period	of	homelessness;	

• Credit-by-examination	opportunities;	

• The	award	of	partial	credit	(awarding	credit	proportionately	when	a	student	passes	only	
one	semester	of	a	two-semester	course);	

• Eligibility	requirements	for	participation	in	extracurricular	activities;	and	

• Graduation	requirements.	

If	a	student	in	grade	11	or	12	is	homeless	and	transfers	to	another	school	district	but	does	not	
meet	the	graduation	requirements	of	the	receiving	district,	the	student	can	request	to	receive	a	
diploma	from	the	previous	district	if	he	or	she	meets	the	criteria	to	graduate	from	the	previous	
district.	

Federal	law	also	allows	a	homeless	student	to	remain	enrolled	in	what	is	called	the	“school	of	
origin”	or	to	enroll	in	a	new	school	in	the	attendance	area	where	the	student	is	currently	
residing.	

A	student	or	parent	who	is	dissatisfied	by	the	district’s	eligibility,	school	selection,	or	
enrollment	decision	may	appeal	through	policy	FNG(LOCAL).	The	district	will	expedite	local	
timelines,	when	possible,	for	prompt	dispute	resolution.	

[See	also	Credit	by	Examination	for	Advancement/Acceleration	on	page	37,	Course	Credit	on	
page	36,	and	Homeless	Students	on	page	61	for	more	information.]	

Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special 
Education or Section 504 Services 
For	those	students	who	are	having	difficulty	in	the	regular	classroom,	all	school	districts	must	
consider	tutorial,	compensatory,	and	other	academic	or	behavior	support	services	that	are	
available	to	all	students,	including	a	process	based	on	Response	to	Intervention	(RtI).	The	
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implementation	of	RtI	has	the	potential	to	have	a	positive	impact	on	the	ability	of	districts	to	
meet	the	needs	of	all	struggling	students.	

If	a	student	is	experiencing	learning	difficulties,	his	or	her	parent	may	contact	the	individuals	
listed	below	to	learn	about	the	school’s	overall	general	education	referral	or	screening	system	
for	support	services.	This	system	links	students	to	a	variety	of	support	options,	including	making	
a	referral	for	a	special	education	evaluation	or	for	a	Section	504	evaluation	to	determine	
whether	the	student	needs	specific	aids,	accommodations,	or	services.	A	parent	may	request	an	
evaluation	for	special	education	or	Section	504	services	at	any	time.	

Special Education Referrals 

If	a	parent	makes	a	written	request	for	an	initial	evaluation	for	special	education	services	to	the	
director	of	special	education	services	or	to	a	district	administrative	employee	of	the	school	
district,	the	district	must	respond	no	later	than	15	school	days	after	receiving	the	request.	At	
that	time,	the	district	must	give	the	parent	prior	written	notice	of	whether	it	agrees	or	refuses	
to	evaluate	the	student,	along	with	a	copy	of	the	Notice	of	Procedural	Safeguards.	If	the	district	
agrees	to	evaluate	the	student,	it	must	also	give	the	parent	the	opportunity	to	give	written	
consent	for	the	evaluation.	
	
Please	note	that	a	request	for	a	special	education	evaluation	may	be	made	verbally	and	does	
not	need	to	be	in	writing.		Districts	and	charter	schools	must	still	comply	with	all	federal	prior	
written	notice	and	procedural	safeguard	requirements	and	the	requirements	for	identifying,	
locating,	and	evaluating	children	who	are	suspected	of	being	a	child	with	a	disability	and	in	
need	of	special	education.	However,	a	verbal	request	does	not	require	the	district	or	charter	
school	to	respond	within	the	15-school-day	timeline.	

If	the	district	decides	to	evaluate	the	student,	it	must	complete	the	student’s	initial	evaluation	
and	evaluation	report	no	later	than	45	school	days	from	the	day	it	receives	a	parent’s	written	
consent.	However,	if	the	student	is	absent	from	school	during	the	evaluation	period	for	three	or	
more	school	days,	the	evaluation	period	will	be	extended	by	the	number	of	school	days	equal	
to	the	number	of	school	days	that	the	student	is	absent.	

There	is	an	exception	to	the	45-school-day	timeline.	If	the	district	receives	a	parent’s	consent	
for	the	initial	evaluation	at	least	35	but	less	than	45	school	days	before	the	last	instructional	day	
of	the	school	year,	it	must	complete	the	written	report	and	provide	a	copy	of	the	report	to	the	
parent	by	June	30	of	that	year.	However,	if	the	student	is	absent	from	school	for	three	or	more	
days	during	the	evaluation	period,	the	June	30	due	date	no	longer	applies.	Instead,	the	general	
timeline	of	45	school	days	plus	extensions	for	absences	of	three	or	more	days	will	apply.	

Upon	completing	the	evaluation,	the	district	must	give	the	parent	a	copy	of	the	evaluation	
report	at	no	cost.	

Additional	information	regarding	special	education	is	available	from	the	school	district	in	a	
companion	document	titled	Parent’s	Guide	to	the	Admission,	Review,	and	Dismissal	Process.	
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Contact Person for Special Education Referrals 

The	designated	person	to	contact	regarding	options	for	a	student	experiencing	learning	
difficulties	or	regarding	a	referral	for	evaluation	for	special	education	services	is	the	campus	
counselor.	Parents	may	also	contact	the	Executive	Director	for	Special	Education	at	409	617-
5117.	

Section 504 Referrals 

Each	school	district	must	have	standards	and	procedures	in	place	for	the	evaluation	and	
placement	of	students	in	the	district’s	Section	504	program.	Districts	must	also	implement	a	
system	of	procedural	safeguards	that	includes	notice,	an	opportunity	for	a	parent	or	guardian	
to	examine	relevant	records,	an	impartial	hearing	with	an	opportunity	for	participation	by	the	
parent	or	guardian	and	representation	by	counsel,	and	a	review	procedure.	

Contact Person for Section 504 Referrals 

The	designated	person	to	contact	regarding	options	for	a	student	experiencing	learning	
difficulties	or	regarding	a	referral	for	evaluation	for	Section	504	services	is	the	campus	
Counselor.	Parents	may	also	contact	the	Director	of	Special	Populations	at	(409)	617-5008.		

[See	also	Students	with	Physical	or	Mental	Impairments	Protected	under	Section	504	on	page	
21.]	

The	following	websites	provide	information	to	those	who	are	seeking	information	and	
resources	specific	to	students	with	disabilities	and	their	families:	

• Legal	Framework	for	the	Child-Centered	Special	Education	Process	

• Partners	Resource	Network	

• Special	Education	Information	Center	

• Texas	Project	First	

Notification to Parent of Intervention Strategies for Learning Difficulties 
Provided to Student in General Education  

The	district	will	annually	notify	parents	that	it	provides	assistance	to	students,	other	than	those	
already	enrolled	in	a	special	education	program,	who	need	assistance	for	learning	difficulties,	
including	intervention	strategies.	

Students Who Receive Special Education Services with Other School-
Aged Children in the Home 
If	a	student	is	receiving	special	education	services	at	a	campus	outside	his	or	her	attendance	
zone,	the	parent	or	guardian	may	request	that	any	other	student	residing	in	the	household	be	
transferred	to	the	same	campus,	if	the	appropriate	grade	level	for	the	transferring	student	is	
offered	on	that	campus.	However,	the	district	is	not	required	to	provide	transportation	to	the	
other	children	in	the	household.	The	parent	or	guardian	should	speak	with	the	principal	of	the	
school	regarding	transportation	needs	prior	to	requesting	a	transfer	for	any	other	children	in	
the	home.	[See	policy	FDB(LOCAL).]	
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Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other than English 
A	student	may	be	eligible	to	receive	specialized	support	if	his	or	her	primary	language	is	not	
English,	and	the	student	has	difficulty	performing	ordinary	class	work	in	English.	If	the	student	
qualifies	for	these	extra	services,	the	Language	Proficiency	Assessment	Committee	(LPAC)	will	
determine	the	types	of	services	the	student	needs,	including	accommodations	or	modifications	
related	to	classroom	instruction,	local	assessments,	and	state-mandated	assessments.	

Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected Under Section 
504 
A	student	determined	to	have	a	physical	or	mental	impairment	that	substantially	limits	a	major	
life	activity,	as	defined	by	law,	and	who	does	not	otherwise	qualify	for	special	education	
services,	may	qualify	for	protections	under	Section	504	of	the	Rehabilitation	Act.	Section	504	is	
a	federal	law	designed	to	prohibit	discrimination	against	individuals	with	disabilities.	When	an	
evaluation	is	requested,	a	committee	will	be	formed	to	determine	if	the	student	is	in	need	of	
services	and	supports	under	Section	504	to	receive	a	free	appropriate	public	education	(FAPE),	
as	this	is	defined	in	federal	law.	[See	policy	FB.]	

[See	also	Students	Who	Have	Learning	Difficulties	or	Who	Need	Special	Education	or	Section	
504	Services	on	page	18	for	more	information.]	 	
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Section II: Other Important Information for Students and Parents 
Topics	in	this	section	of	the	Student	Handbook	contain	important	information	on	academics,	
school	activities,	and	school	operations	and	requirements.	Take	a	moment	with	your	child	to	
become	familiar	with	the	various	issues	addressed	in	this	section.	It	is	organized	in	alphabetical	
order	to	serve	as	a	quick-reference	when	you	or	your	child	has	a	question	about	a	specific	
school-related	issue.	Where	possible,	the	topics	are	also	organized	to	alert	you	to	the	
applicability	of	each	topic	based	on	a	student’s	age	or	grade	level.	Should	you	be	unable	to	find	
the	information	on	a	particular	topic,	please	contact	Dr.	Aaron	Covington	at	(409)	617-5037.	

Absences/Attendance 
Regular	school	attendance	is	essential	for	a	student	to	make	the	most	of	his	or	her	education—
to	benefit	from	teacher-led	and	school	activities,	to	build	each	day’s	learning	on	the	previous	
day’s,	and	to	grow	as	an	individual.	Absences	from	class	may	result	in	serious	disruption	of	a	
student’s	mastery	of	the	instructional	materials;	therefore,	the	student	and	parent	should	make	
every	effort	to	avoid	unnecessary	absences.	Two	state	laws—one	dealing	with	the	required	
presence	of	school-aged	children	in	school,	e.g.,	compulsory	attendance,	the	other	with	how	a	
student’s	attendance	affects	the	award	of	a	student’s	final	grade	or	course	credit—are	of	
special	interest	to	students	and	parents.	They	are	discussed	below.	

Compulsory Attendance 
Age 19 and Older 

A	student	who	voluntarily	attends	or	enrolls	after	his	or	her	19th	birthday	is	required	to	attend	
each	school	day	until	the	end	of	the	school	year.	If	a	student	age	19	or	older	has	more	than	five	
unexcused	absences	in	a	semester,	the	district	may	revoke	the	student’s	enrollment.	The	
student’s	presence	on	school	property	thereafter	would	be	unauthorized	and	may	be	
considered	trespassing.	[See	policy	FEA.]	

Between Ages 6 and 19 

State	law	requires	that	a	student	between	the	ages	of	6	and	19	attend	school,	as	well	as	any	
applicable	accelerated	instruction	program,	extended	year	program,	or	tutorial	session,	unless	
the	student	is	otherwise	excused	from	attendance	or	legally	exempt.	

State	law	requires	attendance	in	an	accelerated	reading	instruction	program	when	
kindergarten,	first	grade,	or	second	grade	students	are	assigned	to	such	a	program.	Parents	will	
be	notified	in	writing	if	their	child	is	assigned	to	an	accelerated	reading	instruction	program	as	a	
result	of	a	diagnostic	reading	instrument.	

A	student	will	be	required	to	attend	any	assigned	accelerated	instruction	program,	which	may	
occur	before	or	after	school	or	during	the	summer,	if	the	student	does	not	meet	the	passing	
standards	on	the	state	assessment	for	his	or	her	grade	level	and/or	applicable	subject	area.	

Prekindergarten and Kindergarten 

Students	enrolled	in	prekindergarten	or	kindergarten	are	required	to	attend	school	and	are	
subject	to	the	compulsory	attendance	requirements	as	long	as	they	remain	enrolled.	


