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November 2024

Dear WCSD Parents/Guardians of Students in Grades 3 through 11,

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania requires all school districts to administer the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) in
English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science.

The PSSA assessments are based on the Pennsylvania Core Standards. As such, they are designed to assist school districts in determining the
quality of their educational programs. Parents can reassure children that these assessments give them an opportunity to demonstrate their
learning. Moreover, the assessments serve as one of the tools for the District for planning programs and designing curriculum and instruction.
All PSSA Assessments will be administered online.

Spring 2025 PSSA Assessments are Scheduled as Follows:
English Language Arts April 22 - 24, 2025 All students in Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Math April 28 - 29, 2025 All students in Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Science April 30 - May 1, 2025 Students in Grades 5 (NEW) and 8 Only

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of Algebra I, Literature, and Biology.
Secondary students enrolled in and completing a Keystone-related course during the 2024-2025 school year will participate in the Spring
testing window. Students in Middle School (currently enrolled in Algebra I) will also take the Keystone Algebra I Assessment. All Keystone
Assessments will be administered online.

Winter 2024-2025 Keystone Assessments are Scheduled as Follows:
Literature December 5, 2024
Biology December 10, 2024
Algebra January 9, 2025

Spring 2025 Keystone Assessments are Scheduled as Follows:
MS Algebra I May 19 - 20, 2025 MS Students Currently Enrolled in Algebra I
HS Algebra I, Biology, and Literature May 13 - 15, 2025 HS Students Enrolled in Keystone Courses

State and federal requirements require the District to complete make-up testing for all students who are absent for any part of the PSSA and
Keystone assessments. Please remind your child that it is important for them to be well-rested, eat breakfast, have a positive attitude, and do
their best on all exams.

Under Chapter 4 of Title 22 of the Pennsylvania School Code, parents/guardians may request to review the testing materials and, if the
assessment is found to be in conflict with religious beliefs, must provide a written request to the Superintendent for a religious opt-out.
Testing security must be maintained at all times, and any parents scheduling a meeting with the building principal for review must sign a
Parent Confidentiality Agreement.

Please be sure to review the important Pennsylvania Department of Education documents linked below and attached regarding state
assessment policies and information. The Whitehall-Coplay School District strictly adheres to all PDE test security mandates and follows all
security procedures. Studentsmay not possess cell phones, smart watches, or electronic devices at any time during testing.

Electronic Device Letter (English) Electronic Device Letter (Spanish)
Keystone Information for Parents/Guardians (Q & A) English Keystone Information for Parents/Guardians (Q & A) Spanish

If you have any questions or concerns regarding PSSA or Keystone testing, please contact the building principal at your child’s school.

Thank you for your time and cooperation regarding the 2024-2025 PSSA and Keystone assessments.

Kind Regards,

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-and-accountability/keystone-exams/administration-materials/2024-2025%20english%20electronic%20device%20letter.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-and-accountability/keystone-exams/administration-materials/2024-2025%20spanish%20electronic%20device%20letter.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-and-accountability/keystone-exams/administration-materials/faqs%20for%20parents%20keystone%20spring%202024.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education/documents/instruction/assessment-and-accountability/keystone-exams/administration-materials/2023-2024%20spanish%20parent%20letter%20faq.pdf

















