
SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

SOMERSET COUNTY VOCATIONAL & TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 

14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 

 

Regular Meeting 

November 25, 2024 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Roll Call of Members 

 

Gregory Lalevee, President 

Adam Beder, Vice President 

Matthew Loper 

Lily Wong 

Roger Jinks 

 

Also Present: 

 

Robert Presuto, Superintendent of Schools 

Raelene Sipple, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

Hector Montes, High School Principal 

Douglas Singleterry, Somerset County Commissioner Liaison 

Others: 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting was given in accordance with the requirement of the New Jersey Open 

Public Meeting Act, Ch. 231, P.L. 1975 and published in The Courier News on January 9, 2024. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

III. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session held on October 28, 2024 and the 

Reorganization Meeting held on November 1, 2024. 

 

A. Corrections  

 

On motion of ___________, seconded by ____________, the minutes of the Regular Meeting and 

Executive Session held on October 28, 2024 and the Reorganization Meeting held on November 1, 2024 

were approved. 
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IV. Correspondence 

 

V. Presentations/Recognitions  

 

A. Presentation of Student of the Month – Ariana Jain, Business Entrepreneurship & Management, Grade 9 

B. Presentation of CTE Stellar Students for 1st Quarter 

 
C. Presentation Business Partner of the Year Award – Shade Tree Garage – John O’Connor, Owner 

D. Audit Report – Suplee, Clooney & Associates will provide a presentation of the 2023-24 school year  

audit  

 

VI. Old or Unfinished Business 

 

A. Construction Projects  

 

VII. Committee Reports 

 Board of School Estimate – Mr. Lalevee, Mr. Beder 

 NJSBA (Delegate) – Ms. Wong 

 SCESC (Representative) – Mr. Lalevee; (Alternate) – Mr. Loper 

 SCJIF – (Commissioner) – Ms. Sipple; (Alternate) –  Mr. Beder 

 SSRHIF – (Commissioner) – Mr. Beder; (Alternate) – Ms. Sipple 

 

VIII. School Communications Report 

 

 

CTE Program Stellar Student Name Stellar Student Grade

Academy for Health & Medical Sciences Abhay Naidu 9

Agricultural Science Eden Bingel 11

Auto Body Carla Chac 11

Automotive Diesel Technology Arthur Andersen 10

Automotive Diesel Technology Cody Boyce 12

Business Entrepreneurship & Management David Rios-Ulate 10

Carpentry  Logan Rice 9

Computer Science Technology Joseph Avila-Cordero 9

Cosmetology Corinne Rosseland 12

Cosmetology Hennessy Duarte-Vegas 10

Culinary Arts Kristina Zalewski 10

Dance Anya Rosciszewski 9

Electrical Construction Jon Maldonado 12

Graphic Communications Jazelle Bautista 12

Health Occupations Anshu Cherukumilli 12

Law & Public Safety Rick Porcelli 11

Mechanics & Repair Desmond Ohlson 9

Mechatronics, Engineering, and Advanced Manufacturing Sean Costello 10

Plumbing Christian Hudak 12

Theater Arts/Acting Rebecca Coakley 11

Theater Arts/Vocal Evan Andrews 11

Welding Ty Bashir 9
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IX. Open to the Public – Action Items Only 

 

Individuals and/or groups are invited to present their comments regarding the following action items to 

the Board of Education at this time.  In accordance with Board policy, members of the public are allotted 

one opportunity to address the Board for a maximum of three (3) minutes during this period of the 

meeting. 

 

Please understand that our public forums are not structured as question and answer sessions, but offered 

as opportunities to share your thoughts with the Board.  There may be times when a member of the 

public makes a comment or asks a question about personnel or hiring decisions.  New Jersey Statutes do 

not permit the Board to discuss personnel issues in Public Session. 

 

X. Superintendent’s Report 
 

A. Volunteer 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve the following volunteer: 

 

Mr. Joseph Souto  Electrical Construction Program 

 

B. Extra-Curricular Appointment – 2024-25 School Year 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve the following for extra-curricular 

activities for the 2024-25 school year as follows: 

 

Rachel Miller   Cheerleading Coach    $1,900.00 

 

C. FMLA Extension 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education extend the FMLA request for                

Ms. Robyn Szymanski through December 31, 2024. 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

D. Field Trips 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve field trips for high school students 

as they appear on Addendum #1. 
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Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

E. Revised Regulation – Third Reading 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve and adopt revised regulation at 

this third reading. 

 

R5111 – Eligibility/Acceptance of Resident/Nonresident Students 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

F. Resolution – Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying Decision – Case 2425-001 

 

Whereas, the Somerset County Vocational Board of Education has received and accepted the HIB 

Investigation Report (Case #2425-001) at its regularly scheduled meeting held on October 28, 2024; 

and 

 

Whereas, the HIB Investigation Report indicated each reported case of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying and the results of the investigation known as the Superintendent’s decision – including any 

services provided, training established or discipline imposed; and 

 

Whereas, the parties involved in those cases reported were notified of the results of the investigation, 

Superintendent’s decision, and the rights of those parties to request a hearing before the Board of 

Education; and 

 

Whereas, no requests for a hearing before the Board of Education have been received; and 

 

Whereas, the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights provides the Board of Education the opportunity to affirm, 

modify or reject the Superintendent’s decisions on reported cases of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying; 



Agenda 5 November 25, 2024 
 

 

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Board of Education affirms the Superintendent’s decision in the 

case (#2425-001) listed in the HIB Investigation Report previously accepted by the Board at its regularly 

scheduled Board of Education meeting held on October 28, 2024. 

 

G. Resolution – Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying Decision – Case 2425-002 

 

Whereas, the Somerset County Vocational Board of Education has received and accepted the HIB 

Investigation Report (Case #2425-002) at its regularly scheduled meeting held on October 28, 2024; 

and 

 

Whereas, the HIB Investigation Report indicated each reported case of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying and the results of the investigation known as the Superintendent’s decision – including any 

services provided, training established or discipline imposed; and 

 

Whereas, the parties involved in those cases reported were notified of the results of the investigation, 

Superintendent’s decision, and the rights of those parties to request a hearing before the Board of 

Education; and 

 

Whereas, no requests for a hearing before the Board of Education have been received; and 

 

Whereas, the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights provides the Board of Education the opportunity to affirm, 

modify or reject the Superintendent’s decisions on reported cases of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying; 

 

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Board of Education affirms the Superintendent’s decision in the 

case (#2425-002) listed in the HIB Investigation Report previously accepted by the Board at its regularly 

scheduled Board of Education meeting held on October 28, 2024. 

 

H. Resolution – Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying Decision – Case 2425-005 

 

Whereas, the Somerset County Vocational Board of Education has received and accepted the HIB 

Investigation Report (Case #2425-005) at its regularly scheduled meeting held on October 28, 2024; 

and 

 

Whereas, the HIB Investigation Report indicated each reported case of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying and the results of the investigation known as the Superintendent’s decision – including any 

services provided, training established or discipline imposed; and 

 

Whereas, the parties involved in those cases reported were notified of the results of the investigation, 

Superintendent’s decision, and the rights of those parties to request a hearing before the Board of 

Education; and 

 

Whereas, no requests for a hearing before the Board of Education have been received; and 

 

Whereas, the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights provides the Board of Education the opportunity to affirm, 

modify or reject the Superintendent’s decisions on reported cases of Harassment, Intimidation or 

Bullying; 
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Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Board of Education affirms the Superintendent’s decision in the 

case (#2425-005) listed in the HIB Investigation Report previously accepted by the Board at its regularly 

scheduled Board of Education meeting held on October 28, 2024. 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

I. Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying Investigation Reports 

 

It is recommended that the Board of Education acknowledge receipt of the following HIB Investigation 

Reports: 

 

Case #2425-003  Case #2425-004  Case #2425-006 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 
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SUPPLEMENT 

 

School Business/Professional Development Travel 

 

The Superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve the following request for a district 

staff member to attend school business and professional development travel as listed below: 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

Date(s) Participants Reg. Fee Expenses 
Workshop 

Description 
Location 

12/13/2024 Melissa Norrbom $155.00 

 

$27.54/mileage 

 

NJASP Winter 

Conference 
Union, NJ 
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J. Superintendent’s Update 

 

 HIB Report – New cases submitted for November Review – 3; HIB Cases Submitted Month Prior 

for Board Decision in November – 3; Total YTD Reports Submitted for Review - 6 

 Student Suspension Report – 0 Suspensions   

 Student Enrollment Report 

 
 Donation – Report to the Board gifts that have been accepted on behalf of the Board of Education 

(gifts less than $200 in value): 

Item       Donor 

15 Storage containers (to be used for annual   Lowes of Hillsborough 

Thanksgiving food drive)   

 Strategic Plan – Meeting 2 Update – Final session will be held on December 4th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

K. Submission of Bills 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education approve the bills list for November 25, 2024 which is 

included in the Board packet and will be attached to the regular meeting minutes. 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

XI. Report of the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

A. Board Secretary Report/Cash Report 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education adopt the monthly financial statement reports for the School 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary and the Cash Report for the month of October 2024, after 

review of the secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section), and upon consultation with 

the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge no major fund has been overextended in 

violation to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2A.10(b) and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s 

financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  (Addendum #2) 

 

 Motion___________ Second___________ 

 Discussion 

 Call the Roll 

 

Enrollment Report - November 13, 2024 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 Totals

Full-Time Students Enrolled 73 95 86 78 332

Shared-Time Students Enrolled 107 109 80 64 360

Totals 180 204 166 142 692
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 Roll Call  Yes No 

 Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

 Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

 Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

 Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

 Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

B. Change Order – New CTE Building and Gymnasium 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education approve the following change order: 

 

Change Order No. 2 

No Change $0.00 – General Allowance.  This change order has a zero-balance effect on the contract 

amount as it is being deducted from the allowance balance. 

 

Current Contract Amount $21,720,000.00 

Change Order #2                  $0.00 

Revised Contract Amount $21,720,000.00 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

 Roll Call  Yes No 

 Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

 Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

 Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

 Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

 Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

C. Budget Transfers – October 2024 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education approve budget transfers as they appear on Addendum #3. 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 
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D. Award Purchases in Excess of Bid Threshold in Compliance with NJSA 18A:18A – 2024-25 School Year 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education award the following purchases in excess of the bid threshold 

for the 2024-25 school year which are year to date amounts and are in compliance with law. 

 

CDW Government   $45,021.00  Co-Op  District Wide Technology 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

E. Obsolete Equipment 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education approve the following as obsolete and no longer needed for 

educational purposes. 

 

Item    Asset #    Date Acquired  Net Book Value 

3 Vulcan Range & Ovens 04100, 04101, 04102  January 2012  $666.67 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 

 

Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

F. Audit Report – 2023-24 School Year 

 

It is recommended the Board of Education accept the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for the 

fiscal year ended June 30, 2024.  (There are no audit findings or recommendations.) 

 

Motion___________ Second___________ 

Discussion 

Call the Roll 
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Roll Call  Yes No 

Mr. Lalevee  ___ ___ 

Mr. Beder  ___      ___ 

Mr. Loper  ___      ___ 

Ms. Wong  ___ ___ 

Mr. Jinks  ___ ___ 

 

XII. New Business –   

 

XIII. Next Meeting 

 

It is recommended the next regular meeting of the Somerset County Vocational Board of Education be 

held: 

December 16, 2024 

5:00 P.M. 

Somerset County Vocational & Technical Schools 

14 Vogt Drive 

Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807 

 

XIV. Remarks from the Public - Please understand that our public forums are not structured as question and 

answer sessions, but offered as opportunities to share your thoughts with the Board.  In instances where 

the Board feels that there is a misunderstanding or inaccuracy, the Board President or Superintendent 

may address the comment. There may be times when a member of the public makes a comment or asks a 

question about personnel or hiring decisions.  New Jersey Statutes do not permit the Board to discuss 

personnel issues in Public Session. 

 

XV. Resolution 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Vocational Board of Education of the County of Somerset that: 

 

A. This Board will go into closed session for the purpose of discussing matters within the provisions of 

7A(11)c231. 

B. The general nature of matters to be discussed relates to Personnel and student matters.   Action will be 

taken. 

C. Under the provisions of the above stated laws, the public shall be excluded from attendance at the 

portion of the meeting relating to the above matters. 

D. It is anticipated that the items discussed will be made public when the matters discussed are resolved. 

 

XVI. On motion of ______, seconded by _________and passed, the meeting adjourned at _____ P.M. 



November 2024

Date of Trip CTE Program/Other Location  Cost Per Student/Paid by

Transportation 

Provided/Paid by 

*11/6/2024 Student Ambassadors 

Montgomery Middle School     

Skillman, NJ $0.00 District

11/26/2024 Auto Body

Britland Auto Body    

Bridgewater, NJ $0.00 District

11/26/2024 Carpentry

Agape House     

Somerville, NJ $0.00 District

12/3/2024

Carpentry, Plumbing, 

Electrical, Welding 

Electrical Union Local 102         

Parsippany, NJ $0.00 District

12/4/2024 Athletics

Woodbridge Community Center 

Woodbridge, NJ $0.00 District

12/9/2024 The Tap Company

Van Derveer Elementary    

Somerville, NJ $0.00 District

12/12/2024 Student Ambassadors 

WM Annin Middle School     

Basking Ridge, NJ $0.00 District

12/12/2024 Student Ambassadors 

Valley View School     

Watchung, NJ $0.00 District

1/8/2025 Science Olympiad

NJIT     

Newark, NJ $0.00 District

2/26 & 27, 

2025 Robotics Club

Rutgers University       

Busch Campus Student Center        

Piscataway, NJ $0.00 

Outside 

Agency/District

3/25/2025 Cosmetology

Jacob Javitz Center        

New York, NY $44.00/Student District

*Prior approval given by Superintendent
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