
What is AP Biology 
and how can I prepare 

over the summer?

2  Inch Binder or 
Folders with Prongs
You’ll need a single 
binder or 8 folders 

(one per unit).

Additional Supplies
As mentioned under “Accessing the 

Curriculum,” the internet & a phone or 
computer are critical to accessing the 
curriculum & connecting to me and 

assessing the majority of the 
information needed for this class. 

                                            

Email: 
pjackson@madison-schools.com

You may periodically required to have 
additional applications during labs or 

lessons. You will be notified of these in 
advance of the lesson or lab day. 

In this class students will study the core scientific principles, theories, 
and processes that govern living organisms and biological systems. 
You will do hands-on laboratory work to investigate natural 
phenomena within each unit. There are a total of 8 units of biology we 
will cover: Chemistry of Life, Cell Structure and Function, Cellular 
Energetics, Cell Communication and Cell Cycle, Heredity, Gene 
Expression and Regulation, Natural Selection and Ecology. 

At the start of each section or unit, you’ll get a list of all required 
vocabulary, information as well as assignments for each unit. These will 
all be completed throughout our lessons for the unit. This is an AP 
course so you will be granted the 10 %  curve to each grade which is 
automatically applied within Active Student and Active Parent. It is 
required to pass the AP exam with a 3 to be considered eligible for the 
college credit.* All AP students will get one test free paid for by the 
district. If they chose to take more than one AP test the cost is 
approximately $96 per additional test. 

2023-2024 School Year

Advanced Placement Biology 
*Earn up to 3 hours college credit       Mrs. Parker Jackson

● Must pay for and pass end of course assessment 
● Check with colleges to see how the credit transfers
● District will pay for one AP test otherwise cost is $96 for each additional test

Lab Materials
There is also a 

lab fee of 
$30.00. 

You will also need 
a composition 

notebook.

This class has no physical textbook, an online textbook can be found 
through an OpenStax link given  at the beginning of the year.  Instead, 
most curriculum is online and we will use web resources and lab work to 
learn.  You can get to the official AP Biology curriculum by going to AP 
Classroom and  logging on.  I will use Canvas to assign & collect most 
work. You can expect about 2-3 hours of homework per week but that will 
depend on the work discipline of each student. Amount of homework 
varies from unit to unit.  The summer assignment time will vary based on 
student work disciplines. Estimated time is ~5-10 hours

The best way to stay connected is by logging onto Canvas daily & following 
instructions there.   If you need help, just ask:) I am very quick to answer 
emails during the week. There will be an interest meeting in May to pick 
up the summer assignment so please pay attention to all announcements 
on the school’s web page 

Scan the QR code below to find out!

What We Will Learn

 Grading Policy

Accessing the Curriculum

Staying Connected

Tabs
Get sturdy Post-it 

Tabs for separating 
your notebook 

sections

Pens/Pencils
We’ll do lots of 

assignments  by 
hand, so make sure 

you have writing 
implements.

10% weighted course on the grading scale

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry 


