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Welcome to Ms. 
Michelle’s Classroom!

“The goal of early 
childhood education 

should be to activate the 
child’s own desire to 

learn.”
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Students at Work

  Fun at the building center

Fine motor skills, 
communication, and color 

practice during “small group”

Measuring and counting 
ladybugs during “floor toys”



Students at Work

Music and movement during 
Circle TimeName Practice during Writing Working hard during Small 

Group



Daily Schedule
AM Class Schedule PM Class Schedule

9:15- Drop off  and Outdoor free play
9:45- Group bathroom break
10:00- Writing/Fine Motor
10:10- Snack Time then Floor Toys
10:35- Circle time
11:00-Small groups
11:20-Indoor free play
11:30- Closing circle/ dismissal

1:00- Drop off  and Outdoor free play
1:30- Group bathroom break
1:40- Writing/Fine Motor
1:50- Snack Time then Floor Toys
2:10- Circle time
2:35-Small groups
2:55-Indoor free play
3:05- Closing circle/ dismissal



Classroom Routines
One of the most important elements of early childhood 

learning is following directions and routines.  In our 
classroom we have several routines that we follow 

including our arrival routine, eating snack, bathroom,  
small group, center/free play routine, walking in a line, 
and more. These routines are explained verbally and with 
visuals displayed around the classroom, along with lots of 

practice!

A consistent routine can help 
children feel in control and 

comfortable, which can help them 
explore, learn and grow.



What happens during circle time?  

  Fun at the building center
Children hear new words and 

concepts through activities like 
singing and reading, which can help 

expand their vocabulary and 
understanding of language.



What happens during small group?  

  Fun at the building center

Students split into 3 small 
groups, each with a teacher or 
therapist guidingthe activity.



What happens during snack? 

  Fun at the building center

Snack is served family style. Students are 
working on: 
-sharing/turn taking
-communicating and requesting wants/needs
-self control
-build relationships with other students and 
staff
-self help skills (cleaning up spills, throwing 
their trash away, washing hands)
-healthy habits
-fine motor development (scooping, tweezing, 
pouring)
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Behavior 

Expectations
Our classroom runs on a list of simple 
classroom rules that students practice 

daily.  

Each day students can earn a gecko 
gold for being caught demonstrating 
the rules in the class (and for going 

above and beyond). 

Gecko Gold store/treasure box occurs 
monthly. Students need 10 gecko golds 

to pick one prize.  



Curriculum Overview

Big Day for PreK provides 
collection of classic and 
contemporary children’s 

literature and nonfiction text, 
intensive language and early 

literacy development and 
technology. 

Big Day prepares preschool 
children for kindergarten 
through intentional and 

engaging learning 
opportunities that build the 

necessary foundations in 
essential learning domains.

The curriculum is designed 
to ensure children acquire 

knowledge, skills, and 
understanding each day 

through hands-on 
experience, purposeful 
play, and teacher-led 

instruction.

Big Day for PreK is a proven 
research based comprehensive 

early childhood education 
program that builds upon 
children’s curiosity and 

interest, and encourages them 
to explore, play, and learn 

about the world around them.

The promotion of 
social-emotional 

development is integrated 
into the curriculum helping 

children build social 
competence skills, improved 

self-control, and develop 
relationships with their 

teachers and peers.



Curriculum Scope & Sequence (1)



Curriculum Scope & Sequence (2)



Curriculum Scope & Sequence (3)



Themes through the year

Ready for school
My family

Our community
Nocturnal animals

On the farm
Fall/Turkeys 

Winter wonderland
Gingerbread

Dinosaurs
Fairy tales

My 5 senses
Emotions 

Growing up healthy
Plants

Life around the pond
Weather
Ocean



Arizona’s Early Learning Standards
The standards that guide our learning and curriculum

The Arizona Early Learning Standards (ELS) have been developed to provide a 
framework for the planning of quality learning experiences for all children 3 
to 5 years of age. The standards cover a broad range of skill development and 
provide a useful instructional foundation for children from diverse 
backgrounds and with diverse abilities. The standards are intended for use by 
all those who work with young children in any early care and education setting 
in urban, rural and tribal communities.

To view the current Arizona Early Learning Standards for preschool age 
children, please visit: 
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2018/04/ELS%202018%20DRAFT%
20FOR%20COMMENT.pdf?id=5acd475b3217e1183c539fa5 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2018/04/ELS%202018%20DRAFT%20FOR%20COMMENT.pdf?id=5acd475b3217e1183c539fa5
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2018/04/ELS%202018%20DRAFT%20FOR%20COMMENT.pdf?id=5acd475b3217e1183c539fa5
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2018/04/ELS%202018%20DRAFT%20FOR%20COMMENT.pdf?id=5acd475b3217e1183c539fa5


Arizona’s Early Learning Standards
Overview of the Standards & Strands











Assessment

We use the Teaching Strategies GOLD app to upload photos and 
info daily to assess students in their natural environment doing 
the activities that we are working on in class.  We have 3 specific 
checkpoints at the Beginning, Middle, and End of the year to see 

progress. 



Assessment
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Desert Sage Code of Conduct

Desert Sage has a newly revised “Code of Conduct,” which is a set of 
guidelines for behaviors which exemplify our Gecko Goals:

BE SAFE
BE RESPECTFUL
BE RESPONSIBLE
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Bond/Override 





Emergency Bucket - donations needed  





THANK YOU! 
Please reach out with questions
Email: michelle.wark@dvusd.org

mailto:Whitney.Coventry@dvusd.org

