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MCAS ACCESS  VOCAL

Track My Progress DESSA Fundations

Connectedness Survey DIBELS Unit Screeners

Common Assessments Progress Monitoring Attendance Data

Formative Assessments Unit Assessments Metrowest Survey

Number Corner Assessments Reading Conferences

MCAS in Context





Raw Score = This is the number of items correct out of the total number of items, including rubric scores for 
essays. 
Scaled Score = This is a 3-digit number that takes into account the difficulty of the questions and are adjusted to 
ensure consistency across different test forms and years.
Achievement = Scaled scores fall in one of 4 achievement categories: Not Meeting Expectation (NM), Partially 
Meeting Expectation (PM), Meeting Expectations (M) or Exceeding Expectations (E).
Proficiency = Students that meet or exceed expectation are considered proficient.
SGP (Student Growth Percentile) = The SGP score ranges from 1 to 99 and represents a student’s growth relative 
to other students with a similar test score history and focuses on the amount of academic growth the student 
made compared to their peers. An SGP score of 50 indicates typical or average growth, meaning the student 
grew at a rate similar to half of their peers. A score above 50 suggests the student grew faster than most of their 
peers, while a score below 50 means the student’s growth was slower than average. The goal for an SGP is 
between 40 and 60.

Terminology



Overall 
Progress 
Toward
Improvement 
Targets
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English Language Arts



Grades 3-8 Combined (2019, 2022-2024)



District to State Comparison

65% 39%



Proficiency Levels: Comparable Districts

● SPS students outperformed students in the Commonwealth
● With the exception of Lincoln and Needham, whose achievement level remained the same as 

2023, the state and all our comparable districts saw a decrease in overall proficiency in 2024.



Scaled Score & SGP: Comparable Districts



Achievement and Growth by School



Achievement and Growth by Grade



Achievement by Grade Level Over Time



Achievement by Cohort



Subgroup Focus: Students with Disabilities



Percent of Student Change in Performance Level 
from Previous Year

n=4

Students without IEPs Students with IEPs

n=76 n=59



Curriculum Spotlight: Writing





District Summary - ELA 
● SPS students outperformed students in the Commonwealth
● With the exception of Lincoln and Needham, whose achievement level remained 

the same as 2023, the state and all our comparable districts saw a decrease in 
overall proficiency in 2024.

● Our mean SGP (54) is within the expected range (40-60) for growth.
● Grades 5 & 6 showed a lower growth rate and achievement and are being closely 

monitored in grades 6 & 7. However, these students showed growth in writing.
● Students with disabilities increased their SGP and are closing the achievement gap 

as they progress through the grades.
● Students obtain higher achievement levels for writing as they progress through the 

grades, and cohorts have improved their open response writing skills over time.
● All curriculum categories show higher achievement levels as they progress through 

the grades.



Impacts on Teaching & Learning
● Students in grade 6 are receiving additional push-in support from the Literacy 

Specialist to support Tier 1 instruction. Students in grade 7 are receiving Tier 2 
instruction as identified by local benchmark data.

● All educators in grades K-5 and the MS Humanities Department will participate in 
a professional development series from Keys to Literacy for writing starting in 
January. This professional development will target early writing skills in grades K-3 
and content writing in grades 4-8. Keys strategies will be incorporated into the 
new ELA program.

● The ELA pilot will conclude in December. Keys to Literacy strategies for reading 
skills will be incorporated into the new ELA program.

● A 3-year implementation plan will be developed by the ELA Steering Committee 
once the selected program has been identified.



● State-wide field test 
for End-of-Course 
test and 
performance task

Spring 2024 
● Field Test results 

undergo review to 
remove and 
replace items as 
needed

● 15 End-of-Course 
items released to 
districts

● District reviewed 
data to inform 
instruction

Fall 2024 

● First fully 
operational test

Spring 2025 

● Topic announced 
for performance 
task: Topic 4: Rights 
& Responsibilities 
of Citizens

Winter 2025 

Civics (Grade 8 only)



Sample Performance Task

Letter Excerpt
Census Data

Position Essays



8 T1.1 Describe how characteristics of ancient Athens influenced the creation of the U.S. government.

14 T5.5 Analyze a Supreme Court decision to explain the principle of judicial review.

5 T5.2 Analyze a source and draw a conclusion about how the author’s argument relates to an amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

10 T5.3 Describe how an amendment to the U.S. Constitution expanded access to civil rights.
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Mathematics



Grades 3-8 Combined (2019, 2022-2024)



District to State Comparison



Proficiency Levels: Comparable Districts



Scaled Score & SGP: Comparable Districts



Achievement and Growth by School



Achievement and Growth by Grade



Achievement by Grade Level Over Time



Achievement by Cohort



Achievement by Cohort Continued



Subgroup Focus: English Learners (Grades 3-8)



Question Types by Grade Level



Operations & Algebraic Thinking 



District Summary - Mathematics
● SPS students outperformed students in the Commonwealth
● Grade 7 is ranked 2nd out of 11 from comparable districts and 3rd of 300 from the 

state for Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding Expectations.
● Our mean SGP (55.6) is within the expected range (40-60) for growth.
● Grades 6 showed a lower growth and achievement rate. It is being closely 

monitored in grade 7 and receiving additional support.  
● The question type with the greatest inconsistency in scores is the Constructed 

Response.  We are working on the elements of a complete answer in multiple 
grade levels this year.

● While there are peaks and valleys throughout the grade level data, the summary 
data from 2019-2024 including all grade levels shows relatively steady 
achievement and growth.



DESE did not release the questions this year therefore we are analyzing trends within 
the standards, item descriptions, and questions types.

● We have transitioned to using the 3rd edition of Bridges in Mathematics 
completely in grades 2-5 and have started the transition in K and 1. This newly 
updated product has includes updates from teacher feedback, improved usability 
(for teachers & students), and focuses on equitable teaching practices.

● In Grades 2-5, we will continue to use the MathFactLab with more consistently 
throughout the district to support fact fluency.

● In Grades 6 and 7, we have introduced IXL to support skill practice.
● In multiple grades levels, we are analyzing the elements of expected responses to 

word problems.  This work is beginning in grade 2, with students and is continuing 
through middle school.

Impacts on Teaching & Learning



● Achievement Data
● Accountability Data
● Summary & Impact
● Future STE MCAS format

Science



District to State Comparison



District to State Comparison





District Summary - Science
● SPS students outperformed students in the Commonwealth.
● Accountability data shows that all groups met or exceeded targets.
● The questions with the greatest inconsistency in scores focused on using science 

practices, problem solving and constructing responses.
● MCAS is undergoing significant changes and scores in coming years will likely 

reflect a time of “calibration”.
● Review and revision of K-5 curriculum as well as 3 year implementation of Open 

Sci Ed curriculum in grades 6 - 8 will address change in focus at the state level.



● Grade 8 Civics will be fully operational.

● Grade 5 and Grade 8 MCAS changing to innovative science assessment.

Coming up in 2025…



47

Relevant, real-world, and interactive

Students set up experiments 
and analyze data

Illustrating 
phenomenon in the 

real world

Students need to develop 
arguments and 

explanations
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Transition to the new grades 5 and 8 STE

2021-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

Incorporated lessons learned 
from pilots
• Over 25,000 students with 

demographics similar to the 
state overall in 2021 and 2022

• 24,000 students piloting in 
2024

• Develop new task innovations
• Scores not used in state 

accountability
• Provide Teacher PD

Prepare for statewide 
use
• Anticipated statewide 

field test for all grade 5 
and 8 students

• Provide guidance and 
classroom tasks that 
educators can use 

Anticipated first 
operational year with 
results reported to 
schools and districts



Questions?



Appendix
● District Enrollment
● Achievement Data by Subgroup (Race, SWD, EL, Low-Income)
● Accountability Data by School
● Accountability Data by Subgroup



2024 District Enrollment by Race:   2,539 students total



ELA Achievement & Growth by Subgroup: Low Income
Achievement Growth



ELA Achievement & Growth by Subgroup: English Learners
Achievement Growth



Math Achievement & Growth by Subgroup: Students with 
DisabilitiesAchievement Growth



Percent of Student Change in Performance Level 
from Previous Year

Students without IEPs Students with IEPs

N= 149 N= 59



Math Achievement & Growth by Subgroup: Low Income
Achievement Growth



Math SGP over Time by Subgroup (3-8)



ELA: All 
Subgroups
Performance 
Data



Math: All 
Subgroups
Performance 
Data



School Accountability Percentiles

● Loring’s accountability percentile increased by 9 points in 2024 and is making 
substantial progress toward targets.

● All other schools are within +/- 3 points of 2023 and are meeting or exceeding 
targets.



School-based Accountability: Curtis



School-based Accountability: Nixon



School-based Accountability: Loring



School-based Accountability: Haynes



School-based Accountability: Noyes



Subgroup-based Accountability: Students with Disabilities
N = 422



Subgroup-based Accountability: Low Income
N = 148



Subgroup-based Accountability: English Learners / Former EL
N = 88


