
  

UPCOMING EVENTS >>> 

 

 

 
 

 
 

November 28-29, 2024 
No School – Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 2, 2024 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
December 4, 2024 
Barnes & Noble Bookfair 
 
December 17, 2024 
Winter Band/Orchestra Concert 
6:30pm 
 

Dec. 23, 2024 – Jan. 3, 2025 

No School – Winter Break 

 

January 20, 2025 

No School – Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day 

 

January 24, 2025 

Activity Day 

End of Second Quarter 

 

January 27, 2025 

No School – Grading Day 

 

January 29, 2025 

Showcase 

5:30pm – 7:30pm 

Parent Forum – Como High Pathway 

6:00pm 
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The more you practice the art of thankfulness, the more you have to be thankful for.  
Norman Vincent Peale 

 
It is with great pride that I introduce to you all Murray’s new assistant principal, Soraya 
Folley! 
It was evident when meeting with her and through her references that she is fully 
committed to serving ALL students, collaborating with ALL staff and prioritizing the 
partnerships with families and community members for the betterment of our young 
scholars.  She brings with her a wealth of experience including currently teaching ESL 
at Washington Tech. High School, Supervisor/Admin. for the Early Childhood Hub 
East with SPPS, Career Curriculum Integration Teacher On Special Assignment, 
Social Studies French Immersion Teacher at Hidden River Middle School for 7 years 
and an ESL Instructor at Saint Cloud State University. 
Ms. Folly has been able to join us for the last few days as she begins her onboarding.  
She is VERY excited to begin her work with our Pilots.  We got her Murray swag all 
ordered up and are ready to get to work!  I firmly believe that the work of Ms. Folley 
will reinforce and strengthen the great things being done at Murray.  I look forward to 
a long and powerful partnership as we continue to serve the Murray community.  Ms. 
Folley will be starting with us this coming Monday, November 25. 
 

As we head into the four-day weekend next week, regardless of how you spend it, I 
am hopeful that each and every one of you is able to spend time with friends and 
family and enjoy the simplicity of being in each other’s company.  I know that for those 
small things, I am truly thankful.  Have a great break and let’s get ready for that final 
push through December! 
 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Mr. Kareem would like to celebrate Ridwan Abdullahi. 
Ridwan is so supercharged about participating in class that I need to hold him back 
sometimes! Great to see such enthusiasm in a student and willingness to join in the 
conversation. 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Mr. Hayden would like to celebrate Scout Murch-Gordon. 
Scout has embraced the challenge of moving up an extra level in math class and 
approached it with a growth mindset. She works hard every day, respects everyone 
and tries to support others with kindness and words of encouragement! Scout, thanks 
for being an amazing student and person! 
#Pilotprops of the week!  Ms. Croone would like to celebrate Nicki McCaster. Nicki 
McCaster-being new to Murray has not intimidated her from doing her best! She is a 
hard worker that cares about her work and the quality of what she turns in. So glad 
you are at Murray! 
 
Your Co-Pilot, 

 
Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

 

 

 

Activity Day Forms 
 

Due 
 

January 8th 
 

https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hello. My name is Stephanie Lee.  I 
am the counselor filling in for Ms. 
Engelstad this year.  My caseload 
consists of students with last names M-
Z.    I have a Bachelor's degree in 
Elementary Education, a Master’s 
degree in Educational Counseling, and 
I am currently working to get a Doctoral 
degree in Educational Leadership. 
Before starting at Murray, I worked at 
numerous schools throughout St Paul.  
I was a high school college/career 
counselor, a district Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
coach, a character education teacher, 
and an elementary counselor.  My 
most recent placement was Como 
Park Elementary.  It is fun to continue 
to work with so many of my previous 
students and help with their transition 
to middle school.  
 
I grew up in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  I 
was a classroom teacher there prior to 
moving to Minnesota. Yes, that means 
I am a Packer fan, but I'm one of the 
good ones.  In my free time, I enjoy 
watching sports, walking the lakes, 
camping, traveling, trying new 
restaurants, and going to see live 
music. Most of the time, you can find 
me spending time with friends and 
family and relaxing with my French 
bulldog. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

Math with Mr. Gravert: 
In pre-algebra, we're diving into the 
world of multiplying and dividing 
rational numbers! The students are 
learning how to work with positive 
and negative fractions and decimals, 
focusing on real-world applications to 
make these concepts more 
meaningful. We're building on their 
existing knowledge of fractions, 
applying it to new scenarios, and 
strengthening their problem-solving 
skills. Encourage your child to 
practice at home by exploring 
everyday examples, such as splitting 
a recipe or calculating discounts, to 
help solidify their understanding! 
 

Eighth Grade 
 

Global Studies with Mr. Kareem 
and Ms. Croone: 
In 8th grade Global Studies, we just 
started our unit on Asia. Students 
began by reflecting on what makes 
Asia unique. They will continue their 
work by labeling a political map that 
also serves to distinguish the various 
regions of Asia. They will then begin 
looking at important physical features 
of Asia. 
 

NJHS 

 
Garden Bed Removal and Build 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Academic All-Star 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/sC3YxyCYiow 
 

Band/Orchestra 

 
5 Murray Band students participated 
in the Minnesota Junior Winds Honor 
Band at Edina High School on 
Saturday, November 9th. They were 
nominated by Ms. Denae and were 
accepted by MN Junior Winds to be 
involved. They showed up at 8:30am 
and had practice throughout the day 
with students from other Minnesota 
schools. The concert was at 3:00pm 
and they did phenomenal! 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/live/kR

cYt6OpjVg 
 
Band and Orchestra concert is 
coming up on December 17th.  All 
music kids are required to be there.  
The music students need to be at 
school at 6:00pm and the concert 
starts at 6:30.   
 
Advanced/Intermediate students also 
will be performing on December 
4th at Barnes and Noble.  They need 
to be at Barnes and Noble at 6:00 
pm and we will start playing at 
6:30.    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/sC3YxyCYiow
https://www.youtube.com/live/kRcYt6OpjVg
https://www.youtube.com/live/kRcYt6OpjVg


  

Staff Spotlight 

 
Hello! Mucho gusto! 
 
My name is Ms. Sari, and I am an EL 
Teacher at Murray. I am excited to be 
joining the Murray team to support 
language learners of all levels in 
developing their reading and writing 
abilities, conversational language 
skills, and supporting content 
comprehension and academic 
language development in the areas of 
Science and Math. 
 
This is my fourth year as an EL 
teacher. Prior, I worked supporting 
students with special needs, and as a 
college and career access coach with 
nonprofits in St. Paul. I have 
experience working with students from 
kindergarten through high school, and 
have spent most of my time in Middle 
School classrooms. 
 
One space I love to be when I am not 
at school, is in museums, theaters and 
libraries. I believe that art and 
storytelling is a powerful tool to build 
community and compassion and to 
create change. I am eager to bring my 
love of art, theater and storytelling to 
the classroom. 
 
One fun fact about me is that I am 
bilingual! I speak English and Spanish, 
and didn’t start learning (or didn’t start 
really applying myself) until I was an 
adult. You are never too old to begin 
learning a new language, and, as I tell 
my students-being multilingual is a 
super-power! 
 
I am grateful every day that I get to 
work with students as they learn 
English and I look forward to a 
wonderful year with Murray Middle! 

 
 

 

 

 
https://www.givemn.org/organizatio

n/Murray-Junior-High/welcome 

 

Kudos 

 
Alice Van Keerbergen finished 16th in 
the 100 free at the section 4A 
championships.  She was also part 
of the 5th place 200 medley relay 
team and the 5th place 400 free relay 
team.  The 400 free relay team set a 
new school record for Como Park 
High School. 

 
Picture Day 

 
View and order at: 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

• MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• Event Code: FE202524 

 
Now Introducing - Collages 
For the first time ever, your parents 
can create a collage of their student's 
school pictures, friends or past year's 
pictures that they can customize with 
text and the year. Through 11/25, 
parents can receive 50% off their first 
collage using Collage50 at checkout! 
 

Yearbooks 

 
Yearbooks cost $24.00. Students 
can pick up an order form from the 
office or see Ms. Pittman. The 
easiest way to buy a yearbook is to 
purchase it online at: 

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-
yearbooks.html  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Activity Day 
 
Murray has a mid-year all school 
celebration called Activity Day. 
Activity Day takes place on January 
24th.  All students are invited to 
attend one of 4 field trips: Cheap 
Skate (Rollerskating), Flahertys 
Arden Bowl (Bowling), Grand Slam 
(Arcade, Batting Cages, Laser Tag, 
Krazy Kars, Mini-Golf, X-treme 
Trampoline), and Ice Fishing. 
 
Permission forms were sent home 
through Foundations. 
 
Please turn in form, money, 
permission slip, and waiver (Grand 
Slam only) to Stefanie Folkema 
(Office #1005) by Wednesday, 
January 8, 2025. You can also pay 
online at the following link:  

Activity Day - Class Registration 
v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools 
(rschooltoday.com) 
 

 

Athletics 
 

Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball, 
Girls’ Basketball, & Wrestling 
 
Registration opened Monday, 
October 14th! 
 
Please register on RSchool 

rSChool Today registration form link 

 

Extended Day Learning 
 

EDL will not meet on Thursday, 

November 28th due to no school. 

 

Give To the Max Day 2024 

 
Help Murray Middle School raise 

$5,000.00 to support our students! 

 

Your Donations Support: 

• Academic Support 

• Affinity Groups 

• Athletics & Clubs 

• Band & Orchestra 

• Classroom Supplies 

• School Events 

• School Musical 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Murray-Junior-High/welcome
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Murray-Junior-High/welcome
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://spps-ar.rschooltoday.com/


  

 

Counselors Corner 
 
Here are a few announcements from our counseling team. As a reminder, here is our contact information: 
 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org - 651-744-7130: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Stephanie Lee - stephanie.lee@spps.org - 651-744-3600: Student last names M-Z 

 

 

Backpacks/School Supplies 
• If you or your student are in need of a backpack or basic school supplies, please let a counselor know. 

 
 

Community Mental Health Resources 
• Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Collaborative: (800) 565-2575 

o En Espanol: https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol 

• Ramsey County Youth Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7878 

• Ramsey County Adult Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7900 

• Call CRISIS (274747) from anywhere in MN to reach the local county crisis team 

• Crisis Text Line: Text Hello to 74174 

• National Suicide Prevention Line: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

• Trevor Project: Text Start to 678678 or call 1-866-488-7386,  chat here 

 
 

Every Meal 
 
At Murray Middle School, we are excited to partner with Every Meal to offer a food bag program:  

• Free for all families & no qualifications required 

• Students and/or families can pick up food from the Murray food pantry - in the main office 

• Every Meal does not collect information from families; privacy is protected 

• Please contact Justine Revermann - Justine.Revermann@spps.org, 651-744-7130 or Stephanie Lee - 
Stephanie.Lee@spps.org or 651-744-3600 to participate or for more information. 

 
QR Code to sign up for EveryMeal Food Pantry so your student can pick up food items:  
Link here (same as QR Code): https://forms.gle/pAAq1HtTZxXNCm8cA 
 

 
 
 

Holiday Support 
• As we get closer to the holiday season, please let Ms. Revermann (justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-7130) 

know if you could support families who could use a little extra love and care during the holiday season in the form of 
financial assistance or help getting presents, winter gear, and resources to their children and families. You can also 
let me know if you are in need of some extra support over the holidays and we will try our best to gather resources 
and help out! 

 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:stephanie.lee@spps.org
https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://forms.gle/pAAq1HtTZxXNCm8cA
mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org


  

Counselors Corner 
 

Schoology 
• Schoology: https://schoology.spps.org/ (grades, classes, coursework, missing assignments) 

• Campus: https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp (schedule, bus, attendance, etc.) 
 
Here is the link to a webpage that has tutorials about how families can access and use Schoology and Campus: 
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information 
 
Direct link to schoology tutorial: https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA 
 
 

Tutoring 
• We’ve had many questions about inquiries about tutoring. At this time, there is no organized or specific tutoring 

resource within the school day at Murray Middle School. While we have interventions and academic support, we do 
not have specific tutoring resources at this time 

• Here are some resources outside of the school building that we have found for families to utilize: 
 
Resource Name:    Locations/How to Access 
Homework Centers at the Libraries  List of Locations and Hours found here: https://sppl.org/homework/ 
Brainfuse HelpNow Brainfuse App with St. Paul Library Card – go here to download app: 

https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/   
 Live Tutoring everyday 1-11pm / English and Spanish 
 
 

Therapy/Counseling Services with ChangeInc 
• If you are interested in your child seeing our school-based Mental health therapist, Ms. Sarah Beam, through our 

partnership with Change Inc, please contact your child’s school counselor. Sarah is at Murray every day and can 
have therapy appointments during the school day! She has an informational flyer included in this newsletter. Please 
connect with a counselor or social worker to put in a referral for your child to work with Sarah, or to talk more about 
therapeutic options. 

 
 

https://schoology.spps.org/
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information
https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA
https://sppl.org/homework/
https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

Academic All-Star Quarter 1 
 

Summer Anderson – Summer is a great leader on her instrument and works hard. Her confidence on her instrument is 
getting stronger every day and I can always count on her to know her part. 
 
Lucia Barnes – Lucia takes the extra steps to complete her work with excellence. She asks questions to clarify her 
understandings. Keep up the great work! 
 
Milly Bates – Milly has been working hard in her classes for Quarter 1. She’s also been involved as a leader in our 
building, and outside of the classroom as well as representing Murray positively as a student athlete. Milly makes our 
school a better place with her kindness and hard work! 
 
Katrina Bressler – Katrina always comes to band and orchestra ready to work. She is always there to help me out and 
to be the best musician she can. 
 
Maja Briggs – Maja is a quiet leader who shows her brilliance everyday by hard work, caring for others, and helping 
our community – Well done! 
 
Riley Carney – For overall outstanding work in all areas of Life Science. Keep up the good work! 
 
Frank Connolly – Frank has an outstanding work ethic. He consistently produces outstanding classwork (100%)!! 
Keep up the excellent work! 
 
Gus Gockman – Always Positive and gets all work done. Leads others by setting the example. 
 
Amelia Gray – Amelia does fantastic work in pre-algebra. She is eager to learn and always strives for understanding. 
 
Maeve Gudmastad – Maeve always has a positive attitude in science class. She is a dedicated student who is willing 
to help others! She makes Murray a better place! 
 
Napang Hang – Napang has shown excellent dedication to school for attendance and grades. She has overcome 
challenges this school year to succeed! 
 
Leonte High-Town – Leonte has used his artistic talents on assignments to get off to a strong start in Minnesota 
Studies. Always respectful and easy-going. 
 
Zari Ingram-Jordan – Zari comes with a positive attitude and smile everyday to class! She is diligent about her work 
and completing all of her assignments. 
 
Iko Inyang – Iko has been working hard in his 7th grade classes, and has been working hard to get strong grades in all 
of his classes. He brings great positivity to our Murray community that helps others succeed. 
 
Marleny Jaramillo – Marleny is a very kind and thoughtful student that works hard in Life Science. Her dedication to 
life science is inspiring! 
 
Maja Johnson – Maja has been working extremely hard this year in Algebra and it has paid off with an awesome result 
in the 1st quarter. 
 
Elud Kiflemariam – Elud always does exceptional work. He makes an effort to learn on his own and helps and inspires 
others around him to do the same. Elud, your hard work will take you far! 
 
Eh Ku – Eh Ku consistently shows up to class with a willingness to build upon her vast knowledge base. Eh Ku is 
always respectful to everyone in class and she is always willing to help others. Great job Eh Ku! 
 
Glenn Kyei – Glenn has worked hard to figure out the systems here at Murray and does it with a smile, questions and 
a willingness to figure things out. 
 
Mia Lee – Mia always shows up with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn. 
 
Louisa Lindfors – Louisa’s work is always beautifully and thoughtfully done. She is a leader and an example for her 
classmates! 
 
 

 
 

 



  

 
Academic All-Star Quarter 1 

 
Carter Matlock – Carter is always asking the tough questions, and doing the intensive work of history! Thank you and 
keep it up! 
 
Felix Mortensen – Felix’s hard work and willingness to take and apply feedback paid off this quarter. His insights and 
thoughtfulness are always appreciated. Keep it up! 
 
Sofia Mortensen – For overall outstanding work in discussions, labs, and team activities in Physical Science. Keep up 
the good work! 
 
Missengui Nathan – Nathan is a fantastic student. He comes to class ready to learn. Nathan always has a great 
attitude. Thank you for everything you are doing! 
 
Eh Thein Poe – Eh Poe is a creative artist in both Visual and Media Art. He has been a mindful and reflective creator. 
 
Virginia Rollheiser – Positive attitude and grit allowed her to have a successful Q1 in math. 
 
Michael Rucker – Always Positive and doing the right thing. Cares about his future. 
 
Calvin Schwartz – Calvin works tirelessly to push beyond grade-level work to show his grit and determination. Well 
done! 
 
Mae Shanafelt – Mae comes to class everyday with a positive attitude. She is always prepared and ready to learn. 
Thank you and keep up the great work. 
 
Ingrid Sheu – Ingrid always comes to class with a positive attitude and supportive spirit. She is always ready to help 
however she can while making beautiful works of art. 
 
David Soe – David always does his work in a timely and complete way. His dedication is impressive! 
 
Taw Soe – Taw Soe comes to class every day with focus and intent. He tries hard, always works to improve, and has a 
positive attitude. He helps others, and asks for help when he needs it. 
 
Lexie Walton – Lexie is such a creative and hard worker. She focuses on her class work, is kind to all of her peers and 
stays on top of everything. We are lucky to have her as a part of our Murray community and I can’t wait to continue to 
watch her grow! Lexie – be confident in yourself and all you can do! 
 
Maelle Wiley – Maelle has stuck to it this year in Pre-Algebra. She perseveres even if she doesn’t get it the 1st time and 
her hard work has paid off! 
 
Celine Xiong – Celine has done an excellent job showing her Minnesota studies learning with creativity and a high 
level of historical detail. She brings a wonderful energy to our class and shares that with others. 
 
Isabel Xiong – Isabel does fantastic work in pre-algebra. She is eager to learn and always strives for understanding. 
 
Siasi Xiong – Siasi’s dedication and thoughtfulness always result in excellent work. Great job this quarter! 
 
Oliver Yang – Oliver comes to class everyday with a positive attitude. He is always prepared and ready to learn. Thank 
you and keep up the great work. 
 
Rhodes Zumski-Finke – Rhodes has worked hard to grow his learning in Minnesota Studies by collaborating with 
peers and asking questions. He brings great energy and engagement to the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



  

 
 



  

 
Barnes & Noble Bookfair - Teacher Wish List 

 
Mr. Altringer: 
Lichens of the North Woods (6)    Joe Walewski 
 
Ms. Bittner: 
Ghost       Jason Reynolds 
Wings of Fire Series     T Sutherland 
Harry Potter Books     JK Rowling 
Game – Uno & Uno-Show ‘em No Mercy 
 
Ms. Decourt: 
A Night Wanderer Graphic Novel    Drew Hayden Taylor 
Ski Spy School      Stuart Gibbs 
 
Ms. Haas: 
How to Draw Comics the Marvel Way   Stan Lee, John Buscema 
Magnificent Fantasy Creatures    Kev Walker 
How to Draw Manga     Hinkler 
Japanese Origami: Paper block plus 64-page book  Mari Ono 
Origami Book for Beginners    Yuto Kanazawa 
 
Ms. Newman: 
Treaties, Trenches, Mud and Blood    Nathan Hale 
Big Bad Ironclad      Nathan Hale 
The Underground Abductor: An Abolitionist Tale  Nathan Hale 
Raid of No Return     Nathan Hale 
Cold War Correspondent: A Korean War Tale  Nathan Hale 
Above the Trenches     Nathan Hale 
Victory. Stand!: Raising My Fist for Justice   Tommie Smith, Derrick Barnes, Dawud Anyabwile 
Strongmen: Mussolini to the Present   Ruth Ben-Ghiat 
 
Ms. Pfeiffer: 
Our Stories Carried Us Here    Tea Rozman Clark, Julie Vang, and Tom Kaczynski 
Freedom Was in Sight     Kate Masur 
They Called Us Enemy     George Takei 
Displacement      Kiku Hughes 
Freedom’s Unfinished Revolution:     American Social History Project with foreword by Eric Foner 
 
Ms. Steinhoff: 
Komi Can’t Communicate Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3  Tomohito Oda 
The Football Triple Threat     Jake Maddox 
Five Survive      Holly Jackson 
The Legend Trilogy Box Set    Marie Lu 
Shipwrecked      Jenny Pearson 
The Promised Neverland Volumes 11, 12, 13, 14, & 15 Kaiu Shirai 
Touchdown Trouble     Fred Bowen 
Wild Card      Tiki Barber 
The Night Librarian     Christopher Lincoln 
The Secret Library     Kekla Magoon 
The Misfits #1: A Royal Conundrum    Lisa Yee 
Feathers       Jacqueline Woodson 
This Appearing House     Ali Malinenko 
Elatsoe       Darcie Little Badger 
How to Disappear Completely    Ali Standish 
 
Ms. Williams (Stedje):  
Long Way Down      Jason Reynolds 
New Kid       Jerry Craft 
The Illiterate Daughter     Chia Gounza Vang 
Pahua and the Soul Stealer    Lori M. Lee 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


