
Social Studies
 Day Two: A Country Divided



Lesson Key
If you see the following icons …….

Activity is due to your teacher

Activity requires internet access

Activity does not require internet 
access



Standard:

The student will demonstrate an understanding of  the causes, the course, 

and the effects of  the American Civil War (4 – 6).

Indicator(s):

Explain the contributions of  abolitionists to the mounting tensions between the 

North and South over slavery, including William Lloyd Garrison, Sojourner Truth, 

Fredrick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and John Brown (4-6.2).

I Can:

• I can define the term abolitionist and have an understanding of the term.

• I can explain the contributions of abolitionists to the mounting tensions 

between the North and South over slavery.

• I can explain that the abolitionist movement developed because of the 

leadership of  many individual Americans.

Essential Question:
How did the abolitionists’ 
movement contribute to the start of 
the civil war?



Materials and Resources

Paper and pencil
Computer
Internet access

    4 – 6.2: The Abolition Movement
    4 – 6.2: Harriet Tubman 

 pbs.org (The Abolitionists)
Frederick Douglas and William Lloyd Garrison Meet
Frederick Douglas’ The North Star
John Brown and the Attack at Harper’s Ferry
Harriet Beecher Stowe and Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Image result for 
discovery 
education

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/18ea7dd3-051f-459b-b590-86198e68ce62/
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/f6830687-5199-4882-b989-6bcd062ef2bb/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-douglass-and-garrison-meet/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-douglass-published-north-star/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-attack-harpers-ferry/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/uncle-toms-cabin/
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=abolitionists&grade_band=3-5


Greetings! Today we will define the term 
abolitionists and identify notable 
abolitionists. We will also uncover how the 
work of the abolitionists was accomplished 
through a network of individuals who lead 
the abolitionists’ movement. 

Learning Plan



Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include: 

All work completed during today’s lesson will be 
submitted to your teacher. 

1. Quick Write Journal Entry 

2. Key People Two-Column Notes 

3. Who Am I? & Matching Activity

4. Media and 3-2-1 Slip

5. Review Activity

Activities



Choose to be a slave or slave owner. Write a journal entry 
that describes your daily activities before the Civil War.

Write your responses here.



Activity 2: Key People
• Review the meaning of the word abolitionist (double 

click).

• Create two-column notes (abolitionist/contribution) 

using the following notable abolitionists:  William 

Lloyd Garrison, Sojourner Truth, Frederick 

Douglas, Harriet Tubman, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 

and John Brown. Use the resources provided 

throughout the lesson to complete the table.

  

Abolitionist Contribution to Abolitionist Movement

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abolitionist


Abolitionist Contribution to the Movement

William Lloyd Garrison

Sojourner Truth

Frederick Douglass

Harriet Tubman

Harriet Beecher Stowe

John Brown



Activity 3: Who Am I?
Read the text (Who Am I?) on the next 
slides. As you read, note key details 
related to each abolitionist. After 
reading, complete the matching activity 
and refer back to the text to respond to 
the descriptions.



• William Lloyd Garrison was the publisher of an abolitionist 
newspaper known as The Liberator. Garrison used the 
newspaper to tell everyone that slavery was wrong and 
should be abolished immediately. He and others formed the 
American Anti‐slavery Society, which published books and 
papers advocating the emancipation of all slaves. Garrison’s 
newspaper was banned in the South. Many Northerners also 
opposed his views and he was often harassed.

Sojourner Truth was the first African American woman to gain 
recognition as an anti‐slavery speaker. She was born a slave in 
New York but was freed through gradual emancipation. She had 
a powerful speaking style and she drew large audiences when 
she lectured about slavery and women’s rights. President 
Abraham Lincoln appointed her as a counselor to the freedmen 
in Washington during the Civil War.



• Frederick Douglass taught himself to read and write while he was a 
slave. He escaped slavery and became a powerful speaker for the 
abolitionist movement. Douglass published an antislavery newspaper, 
known as The North Star and wrote his autobiography telling of the 
conditions of slavery. Once the Civil War started, Douglass encouraged 
President Lincoln to emancipate the slaves and worked to recruit 
Northern African Americans for the Union Army. After the war, he 
continued to fight for the rights of African Americans and women.

• Harriet Tubman was an escaped slave who became one of the most 
successful “conductors” of the Underground Railroad. The 
Underground Railroad was not a real railroad but a chain of homes 
where escaped slaves could ask for help, find shelter for the night or 
catch a ride to the next stop. This chain of safe houses ran from the 
South to Canada where slaves could start a new life. Tubman is known 
as the “Moses” of her people because she led more than 300 slaves 
out of the South, including South Carolina, to freedom.



– Harriet Beecher Stowe was the author of the book Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
Stowe’s book became a best seller and revealed the cruelty of slavery to 
many Northerners. Stowe wrote the book in response to the stronger 
Fugitive Slave Act that was passed as part of the Compromise of 1850. During 
the Civil War, Stowe often disagreed with President Lincoln because of his 
concern with preserving the unity of the nation and his need to postpone 
freeing the slaves.

• John Brown was an abolitionist who migrated to Kansas after the Kansas-
‐Nebraska Act declared that the territory would decide by popular sovereignty 
whether it would be slave or free. In Kansas, Brown and his sons participated in 
the violence that gave the territory the name “Bleeding Kansas”. He is most 
recognized for leading a raid on the United States arsenal at Harper’s Ferry in 
Virginia in hopes of capturing guns and leading a slave revolt. John Brown’s Raid 
was unsuccessful. He and his followers were captured by federal troops under the 
leadership of General Robert E. Lee. As a result of his actions, he was tried, found 
guilty of treason and hanged. John Brown was hailed as a martyr by many 
Northern abolitionists but he raised great fear among Southerners and further 
divided the North and the South.



Activity 3: Who Am I?
Now that you have read the descriptions 
of the abolitionists, complete the activity 
by re-arranging the each abolitionist and 
the contributions on the next slide. Refer 
back to the text to correctly match each 
abolitionist and the contributions. After 
you have correctly matched the items, 
print the slide.



Abolitionist​ Contribution to Abolitionist Movement

He was the publisher of the newspaper known as 
the Liberator and a member of the Anti-Slavery 

Society 

A.  William Lloyd 
Garrison

B. Sojourner Truth

C. Frederick 
Douglas

D.  Harriet 
Tubman

E. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe

F. John Brown

He escaped slavery and became a powerful speaker 
for the abolitionist movement. .He also worked to 

recruit African-Americans for the Union Army.

She was the author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. She 
disagreed with President Lincoln on postponing the 

freeing of slaves.

She was born a slave in New York but freed. She drew 
large audiences when she lectured about slavery and 

women’s rights..

He and his followers were captured by federal 
troops, tried, and charged with treason.

She is known as the ‘Moses’ of her people because 
she led over 300 slaves to freedom.



Abolitionist​ Contribution to Abolitionist Movement



• Watch the video entitled “Harriet Tubman.” 
While viewing the video record at least 
three (3) differences between the North 
and the South.

• Watch the next videos from the series with 
PBS.org titled “The Abolitionists.”
o Frederick Douglas and William Lloyd 

Garrison Meet
o Frederick Douglas’ The North Star
o John Brown and the Attack at Harper’s 

Ferry
o Harriet Beecher Stowe and Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin

• After watching the videos, advance to 
page 36.

Activity 4: Media & 3-2-1 Slip

Select this option if internet 
access is not available.

• Review the following 
pages for information on 
the different 
abolitionists.

If internet access is available, 
view following videos.

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/videos/f6830687-5199-4882-b989-6bcd062ef2bb/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-douglass-and-garrison-meet/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-douglass-and-garrison-meet/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-douglass-published-north-star/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-attack-harpers-ferry/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/abolitionists-attack-harpers-ferry/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/uncle-toms-cabin/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/uncle-toms-cabin/


































Activity 4: Media & 3-2-1 Slip

3
Things I learned

2
Interesting facts

1
Question I have

Write your response in the space below.



Activity 5: Review

Select the online assessment to review the 
abolitionists and their contributions to the 
movement.

Abolitionists & Their Contributions

If internet access is available, 
select the following.

https://quizlet.com/201253640/civil-war-4th-grade-abolitionists-and-more-flash-cards/


Work to Submit
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