
Social Studies
Day Four: The Cold War





SC Standard: 
5-5.1 Explain the causes and the course of the Cold War between the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States, 
including McCarthyism, the spread of communism, the Korean Conflict, 
Sputnik, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War.

I Can Statement: 
I can detail the competition between the Soviet Union and the United 
States to reach outer space.

Essential Question: 
How did technology associated with the Space Age and television change 
the culture, economy, and government of the U.S.? (5 – 5.1)



Online Videos
Cold War: The Space Race
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-
ddcea9d210ed
The Space Race

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-
4ed9-9573-544de3ecaa2a
Cold War
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-
9c04-6ddee080ac53

Pencil     
Paper
Marker/Colored Pencils

Materials and Resources

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-ddcea9d210ed
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-ddcea9d210ed
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-4ed9-9573-544de3ecaa2a
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-4ed9-9573-544de3ecaa2a
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-9c04-6ddee080ac53
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-9c04-6ddee080ac53


Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include: 

All work completed during today’s lesson will be 
submitted to your teacher. 

1. Opener:  Picture of the Day 

2. Vocabulary Three Column Notes 

3. Reading Comprehension Questions 

4. Video Question Responses

5. Space Race News Article

Activities



Study the Photo for 1 minute. Write a short story 
based on the astronaut’s view point. What victory 
has occurred and why is the American Flag 
involved? 

Activity 1:  Picture of the Day



Write your Short Story Below



Activity 2: Vocabulary
Create three column notes using the 
following vocabulary words: rocket, 
satellite, orbit, spacecraft, technology, 
space walk, Unmanned Space Craft, Space 
Station

  



Word Definition Illustration



Activity 3: Reading



Activity 3:
 Reading Comprehension Questions

Once you have completed your reading, answer the following 
questions.
1. What was the space race?

2. What two nations were involved in the space race?

3. Which nation had early success in the space race?

4. Which nation sent the first man to the moon?



Activity 4: Video
Watch the following online videos: 
Cold War: The Space Race
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-
ddcea9d210ed
The Space Race

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-4ed9-
9573-544de3ecaa2a
Cold War
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-
9c04-6ddee080ac53

While viewing the videos record 5 new facts about the Space Race. 
1. Who was involved?
2. What Happened?
3. Where did it take place?
4. When Did it take place?
5. How was the conflict resolved?

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-ddcea9d210ed
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/dd84b4db-3924-4624-8432-ddcea9d210ed
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-4ed9-9573-544de3ecaa2a
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/8da78bb6-2cc5-4ed9-9573-544de3ecaa2a
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-9c04-6ddee080ac53
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/207df9ff-e9db-450a-9c04-6ddee080ac53


Who was involved?

What Happened?

Where did it take place?

When Did it take place?

How was the conflict 
resolved?

Activity 4: Video Response



Activity 5: News Article

Create a News article announcing  America’s 
success with landing the first man on the 
moon. Be sure you include the names of the 
two astronauts!!    





Work to Submit
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