
Day One 

Social Studies

The Cold War 





SC Standard: 
5-5.1 Explain the causes and the course of the Cold War between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) and the United States, including McCarthyism, the 
spread of communism, the Korean Conflict, Sputnik, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam War.

I Can Statement: 
I can identify the Soviet Union’s goal was to spread communism while the United 
States’ goal was to contain the spread of communism.

Essential Question: 
Why did the United States and its allies want to contain the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War? 



Materials and Resources

Discovery Ed Videos
       Creating the Iron Curtain

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/
player/122e4b55-8713-44db-ac7c-ca9039cd82f5
Communism
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/
player/85914ebb-efb7-4b9a-92e5-f123f23e107d
What is Communism? 
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/
player/70d07fa6-2b3f-4956-9d4a-32da63949c95

Pencil     
Paper
Marker/Colored Pencils

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/122e4b55-8713-44db-ac7c-ca9039cd82f5
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/122e4b55-8713-44db-ac7c-ca9039cd82f5
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/85914ebb-efb7-4b9a-92e5-f123f23e107d
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/85914ebb-efb7-4b9a-92e5-f123f23e107d
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/70d07fa6-2b3f-4956-9d4a-32da63949c95
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/70d07fa6-2b3f-4956-9d4a-32da63949c95


Greetings Students! 
Today’s e-learning will include: 

All work completed during today’s lesson will be 
submitted to your teacher. 

1. Quick Write Paragraph 

2. Vocabulary Three Column Notes 

3. Reading Comprehension Questions 

4. Video Question Responses

5. Anticommunism Poster



Write a paragraph answering 
the following prompt: 
What should someone do if 
they notice a friend being 
bullied? 

Activity 1:  Quick Write



Write your Quickwrite below



Activity 2: Vocabulary
Create three column notes 
(word/definition/illustration) 

using the following Cold War terms:  
communism, dictator, capitalism, 
anticommunism, iron curtain

  



Term Definition Illustration

Record your Answers Below



Using the following slides, read and record 3 facts for 

1. The History of Communism
2. Communism in Russia
3. Communism in China
4. Actual Results. 

Activity 3: Reading



Communism is a type of government and philosophy. Its goal is to form a society 

where everything is shared equally. All people are treated equally and there is little 
private ownership. In a communist government, the government owns and controls 
most everything including property, means of production, education, transportation, 

and agriculture.

History of Communism
Karl Marx is considered the Father of Communism. Marx was a German philosopher 

and economist who wrote about his ideas in a book called the Communist Manifesto in 
1848. His communist theories have also become known as Marxism.

Marx described ten important aspects of a communist government:
•No private property

•A single central bank
•High income tax that would rise significantly as you made more
•All property rights would be confiscated

•No inheritance rights
•The government would own and control all communication and transportation

•The government would own and control all education
•The government would own and control factories and agriculture
•Farming and regional planning would be run by the government

•The government would tightly control labor

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Communism in Russia

Communism began in Russia with the rise of the Bolshevik Party led 

by Vladimir Lenin. They led the 1917 October Revolution that 
overthrew the current government and took power. Lenin was a 

follower of Marxist philosophies. His views on government became 
known as Marxism-Leninism.

Russia became known as the Soviet Union. In World War II Russia 

sided with the Allied Powers in order to help defeat Germany and 

Adolf Hitler. However, after the war the Soviet Union took control of 

several countries in Eastern Europe. They became known as the 

Eastern Bloc. The Soviet Union became one of the world's two 
superpowers along with the United States. For many years they fought 
the west in what is today called the Cold War.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/russia.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_i/vladimir_lenin.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/world_war_i/russian_revolution.php


Communist China
Another major country to be ruled by a communist government is China. 
The Communist Party gained control after winning the Chinese Civil War. 
The communists took over mainland China in 1950. Mao Zedong was the 
leader of communist China for many years. The type of communism in 
China at the time is often called Maoism. It was also heavily based off of 
Marxism.

Actual Results
The actual results of communist governments have been nothing like the 
theories of Marxism. The low class people that were supposed to be 
helped by Marxism, were treated horribly by the leaders of the 
government. For example, it is estimated that Soviet Union leader Joseph 
Stalin had over 40 million people murdered for the "good of the state". 
Stalin created labor camps for anyone who disagreed with the 
government. He even created famines in order to break the will of the 
people and gain total control.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



Communist states generally have much less freedom. They prevent the 
practice of religion, order certain people to work certain jobs, and 
prevent people from moving around or moving to other countries. 
People lose all rights to ownership and government officials become 
incredibly powerful.

Interesting Facts About Communism
Many concepts of communism were included in Greek philosopher 
Plato's Republic.
Other communist countries include Cuba, Vietnam, North Korea, and 
Laos.
The Chinese government has been under fire for years for human rights 
violations. This included many executions, detaining prisoners without 
trial, and wide ranging censorship.
In the era when Mao Zedong ruled China the poverty rate was at 53%. 
However, China began economic reforms moving away from 
communism in 1978 under the leadership of Deng Xiaoping. The 
poverty rate was down to 6% in 2001.

Activity 3: Reading Cont.



History of 
Communism

Communism 
in Russia

Communism 
in China

Actual Results

Write your Facts Below



Activity 4: Video
Watch the following videos on Discovery ED: 
      Creating the Iron Curtain

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/122e4b55-8713-44db-ac7c-ca9039cd82f5

Communism
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/85914ebb-efb7-4b9a-92e5-f123f23e107d

What is Communism? 
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/70d07fa6-2b3f-4956-9d4a-32da63949c95

 While viewing the videos answer the following 
questions. 
 1. Which 2 countries became totalitarian governments? 
 2. What does the Iron Curtain symbolize? 
 3. How would communism benefit all members of society? 

https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/122e4b55-8713-44db-ac7c-ca9039cd82f5
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/85914ebb-efb7-4b9a-92e5-f123f23e107d
https://richlandone.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/70d07fa6-2b3f-4956-9d4a-32da63949c95


Activity 4: Video Questions Response

1. Which 2 countries became totalitarian governments? 

2. What does the Iron Curtain symbolize? 

3. How would communism benefit all members of society? 



Activity 5: Anticommunism Poster

Using what you’ve learned from our 
readings and video.  Create an 
anticommunism poster.  
Your poster should include: 
-2 Visual Images 
-Explain why Communism should be stopped.
-Describe how Communisms affects society. 
- Summarize how America can stop the spread of 
communism. 



Design your 
Anticommunism 

Poster
Here



Work to Submit
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