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Illinois Assessment of readiness (IAR) 
ELA and Math 
Grades 3 - 8 



What is the IAR (Illinois Assessment of Readiness)? 

IAR is an annual test, mandated by the state, in fulfillment of 
federal requirements. 

IAR is a criterion referenced test. It is not intended to 
compare students to each other, but rather to measure 
student’s performance compared to defined criteria for 
proficiency. 

IAR is a summative achievement test. It measures the 
knowledge and skills students are expected to master by the 
end of the school year. 



IAR Assessment Content 

● English Language Arts (ELA) and Math assessments 
include both multiple choice and written response 
questions 

● Questions align to Illinois Learning Standards 

Test length 

English Language Arts (ELA) 
Grade 3:   2 tests (75 minutes each) 
Grades 4 - 8:  2 tests (90 minutes 
each) 
Mathematics 
Grades 3 - 8:  3 tests (60 minutes 
each) 























IAR Longitudinal Cohort data 



IAR ELA Achievement: Longitudinal by Class 

 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 



IAR Math Achievement: Longitudinal by Class 

 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASS OF 2028 



Illinois Science Assessment: 
Spring 2024 
Grades 5 & 8 



What is the ISA (Illinois science assessment)? 

ISA is an annual test, mandated by the state, in fulfillment 
of federal requirements. It is administered to 5th and 8th 
grade students. 

ISA is a criterion referenced test. It is not intended to 
compare students to each other, but rather to measure 
student’s performance compared to defined criteria for 
proficiency. 

ISA is a summative achievement test. It measures the 
knowledge and skills across the science content areas. 



ISA content 

● Assessment includes both multiple choice and written response questions 
○ Content -- 1/3 Life, 1/3 Physical, 1/3 Earth Space; Engineering 

Technology embedded 

● Questions align to Illinois Learning Standards and the Next Generation 
Science Standards 

Test length 

3 test sections (96 items) 
45 - 60 minutes per test section 



District 28: ISA Percentage by Achievement Performance Level 

82.1%  86.4% 


