
Beginning of Year Screener 
meets recognized 

benchmark

                      How Screeners and Diagnostics Lead to Identification of the Lowest Deficit Skills

Screener: iReady diagnostic 
falls below grade level in the 

domain of  Phonological 
Awareness

iReady diagnostic falls below 
grade level in the domains of 
Phonics (intervention: yellow 

or red levels)

iReady diagnostic falls below 
grade level in the domain for 

High Frequency Words or 
Fluency 

iReady diagnostic falls below 
grade level in the domain for 

Vocabulary

iReady diagnostic falls below 
grade level in the domain for 
Comprehension of Literature 

or NF text

Proceed to Quality Tier 1 
Instruction

Proceed to Heggerty 
screener to identify lowest 

deficit skill

Proceed to small group targeted  
intervention using Heggerty 
specific lessons and progress 
monitor weekly until mastery

Apply PA lessons 
consistently with 

established routines until 
the  gap is closed

Administer Phonics First 
Diagnostic Screener K-3 / for 

3rd QPS is optional if not 
trained.

If High Frequency is a 
deficit, proceed to iReady 

and utilize Tools for 
Instruction -HF

Monitor and review at Middle 
and End of Year

*The iReady screener is given 3 times throughout the year for grades 1-3. *Reading comprehension deficits are rarely remedied simply by 
teaching comprehension strategies as an intervention.  A reading comprehension deficit is rooted in either a decoding deficit or a language 
comprehension deficit or both.  To achieve grade level comprehension, a student benefits most from interventions in the subskills of these two 
domains.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Adapted from MDE

Proceed to small group targeted 
intervention using Phonics First 
Intervention lessons to address  

phonics deficit and progress 
monitor weekly

Apply Intervention 
Phonics First lessons 

consistently with 
established routines until 

gap is closed

If Fluency is the deficit, proceed to 
iReady and utilize the Fluency 

Practice or O.R.F.(DIBELS)

If Vocabulary is the deficit, utilize 
iReady Tools for Instruction lessons for 

Vocabulary

Progress monitor 
weekly until standard 

deficit is mastered, 
then proceed to the 

next lowest 
deficit/domain.

Apply the Simple View of Reading (Decoding + 

Language Comp. = Reading Comprehension) as 
described below and administer Standards 

Based intervention to address student’s 
deficit.  Administer the MAZE to determine 

what intervention to use.


