
November 18, 2024

A weekly digest of stories that highlight the goings on around the Ardsley School District. Many
are shared by building administrators, teachers and staff and we appreciate their participation!

The following two Weekly Torchlights will be distributed on Monday, November 25 and Monday,
December 9.

The following is the second article in a series about Social-Emotional Learning in Ardsley Schools.
Please go to the District's "In the News" webpage to read the introductory articles "Wellness
Initiatives in Ardsley Schools" and "Social Emotional Learning Part One: CRS."

Social-Emotional Learning Part Two: Ardsley Middle
School
Part Two of this series on Social-Emotional Learning spotlights
the comprehensive program at Ardsley Middle School, which
encompasses fifth—and sixth-grade guidance classes, push-in
classes, transition programs, Random Acts of Kindness Week,
coordination with teachers, and mindfulness initiatives.

Welcoming Brendan Granstrand, New Assistant Principal at AHS

https://www.ardsleyschools.org/about/article/~board/district-news/post/social-emotional-learning-part-two-ardsley-middle-school


Join us in giving Brendan Granstrand a big Panther roar welcome!
Our new AHS Assistant Principal is excited to join the Ardsley
community and get to know students, faculty, staff, and parents.

National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists Recognized at
BOE Meeting
Leo Blank, Aarjav Brahmbhatt, and Anhad Kataria were recognized
by the Board of Education during a recent meeting as 2025 National
Merit Scholarship semifinalists. Each student was invited to honor
an educator who has significantly influenced their education and
personal growth.

AHS Musicians Perform with NYSSMA Area All-State
Ensemble

Congratulations to all the AHS student musicians who performed
with the various Area All-State Ensembles. These students were
selected from a large pool of applicants throughout Westchester
county for scoring among the highest on their NYSSMA solos last
spring.

Ten Ardsley High School Seniors Submit Research to
National Science Competition
Ten seniors from the Ardsley Science Research Program have
submitted their original research to the prestigious Regeneron
Science Talent Search (STS). This program, which draws entries
from over 2,000 students each year, aims to identify and
encourage promising scientific talent among high school seniors.

AMS Hiking Club Explores Old Croton Aqueduct Trail

The AMS Hiking Club recently explored the Old Croton Aqueduct
trail, hiking from Draper Park in Hastings to Untermyer Park in
Yonkers. Along the way, they discovered the newly opened Quarry
Park and enjoyed stunning views of the Hudson River and the
Palisades on a clear late fall day.

https://ahs.ardsleyschools.org/about/news-announcements/article/~board/ahs-news-announcements/post/brendan-granstrand-steps-into-ahs-assistant-principal-role
https://ahs.ardsleyschools.org/about/news-announcements/article/~board/ahs-news-announcements/post/national-merit-scholarship-semifinalists-recognize-teachers-at-boe-meeting
https://ahs.ardsleyschools.org/about/news-announcements/article/~board/ahs-news-announcements/post/ahs-musicians-shine-at-area-all-state-ensembles
https://ahs.ardsleyschools.org/about/news-announcements/article/~board/ahs-news-announcements/post/ten-ardsley-high-school-seniors-submit-research-to-prestigious-science-competition
https://ams.ardsleyschools.org/about-us/news-announcements/article/~board/ams-news-announcements/post/ams-hiking-club-explores-old-croton-aqueduct-trail


Fourth Graders Visit Veterans at Atria Woodlands

Veterans at the Atria Woodlands in Ardsley were thrilled to have a
visit on Veterans Day from six fourth-grade students from Mrs.
Vanadia's and Ms. DeCourcey's class and their families. The
students came bearing cards from many CRS students and
cookies and other treats.

Click on the image to read more.

A Night to Sink Your Teeth Into: Get Your Tickets for
Dracula
AHS Drama Club Presents Dracula: A Feminist Revenge Story,
Really. on November 22, 7PM and November 23 at 2PM and 7PM.
Get your tickets today by scanning the barcode or going to
http:/cur8.com keyword: ardsley

Ardsley Middle School Thanksgiving Food Drive

Join us in helping those in the community who are in need! From
November 13 - 22, we will be collecting donations in grade-level
boxes in the AMS Commons area. Items needed: Stuffing Mix,
Canned Vegetables, Instant Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, and
Canned Broths. The drop-off location is the AMS Commons.

Concord Road School "Just One" Food Drive
The Annual CRS Food Drive has begun and will be collecting food
until November 22. There are suggestions for donations, so please
click on the image below to find out how you can support the food
drive.

https://concord.ardsleyschools.org/about-us/news-announcements/article/~board/crs-news-announcements/post/fourth-graders-connect-with-veterans-through-acts-of-kindness
http://cur8.com/
http://cur8.com/
https://ams.ardsleyschools.org/about-us/news-announcements/article/~board/ams-news-announcements/post/thanksgiving-food-drive
https://concord.ardsleyschools.org/about-us/news-announcements/article/~board/crs-news-announcements/post/food-drive


Animal Shelter Blanket Drive

Bring blankets, towels and sheets to help rescue dogs! Please
leave donations in the AMS Commons.

AHS Key Club's Thanksgiving Food Drive

Donate food for the Dobbs Ferry Food Pantry until November 22 in
boxes at the front entrance. Check out the flyer to see suggested
food items for each grade.

Pupil Support Services Information Session Part 2
Come to the AHS Library on November 19 at 7 PM for a Pupil
Support Services Information Session.

Freshman vs. Sophomores Kick Off For Kindness Co-ed Flag Football
Sign up to participate in Kick Off for Kindness on November 24, 12 - 3 PM, location TBD. $30 per
player, includes t-shirt, water and snacks. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to Feeding
Westchester.

https://ams.ardsleyschools.org/about-us/news-announcements/article/~board/ams-news-announcements/post/animal-shelter-blanket-drive
https://ahs.ardsleyschools.org/about/news-announcements/article/~board/ahs-news-announcements/post/ahs-key-club-hosts-thanksgiving-food-drive
https://www.ardsleyschools.org/families-communities/supporting-organizations-upcoming-events/~board/upcoming-events/post/pupil-support-services-information-session


Winter Coat Drive

The PTSA is sponsoring a winter coat drive November 18 - 29 to
collect donations for fall and winter coats in all sizes, from infants
to adults. All coats should be clean and in wearable condition and
dropped off at CRS. All donations will go to The Sharing Shelf in
Port Chester.

Thank a Teacher with a Tribute
With Thanksgiving around the corner, thank your child's teacher
with a teacher tribute - starting at $25, the money raised will
support the Ardsley Education Foundation.

Get Ready for the 7th and 8th Grade Turkey Bowl

7th and 8th Grade Turkey Bowl: Co-ed Flag Football Games on Thursday, November 28, 9- 11 AM,
Pascone Park. $25 per player, including hot chocolate, water and bagels. Hosted by the Ardsley
Community Enrichment. Sign up here!

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/kickoff-for-kindness/items?cart
https://www.ardsleyschools.org/families-communities/supporting-organizations-upcoming-events/~board/upcoming-events/post/ptsa-winter-coat-drive
http://www.ardsleyeducationfoundation.org/
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/turkeybowl24


Pre-Order A Candy or Flower Bouquet for Winter
Concerts
Ardsley Music Partners is offering a preorder option to help you
celebrate your young musicians at the upcoming winter concerts.
Order your flower or candy bouquet or a single bloom!

Sign up K-4th graders for Play Palooza
ACES is sponsoring a fun drop-off event where students K through
4th grade will enjoy games, crafts, Lego building, face painting, and
a screening of Elf with drinks and snacks on December 6, 7 - 9PM
at the AHS Cafeteria. The cost is $25 per student. Spots are
limited—sign up today!

Breakfast with Santa
Meet with Santa on Saturday, December 7, 2024
between 9am - 1pm
A.F. Veteran Park
click on photo for registration

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/turkeybowl24
http://www.ardsleymusicpartners.org/fundraisers
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/play-palooza/items?cart


Stay Connected
www.ardsleyschools.org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yx0Dzol5Ui0KnORDtOruBoU1U7WEX4Zg/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/ardsleyschooldistrict
https://www.instagram.com/ardsleyschooldistrict

