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Objectives

• Provide a review of the Bilingual Education 

Review Committee's (BERC) work.

• Discuss two concepts which meet the school 

board charge and address top strengths and 

concerns from staff and parent input.

• Provide parents an opportunity to discuss two 

concepts.

• Learn about next steps.



Review of Current Charge

Walla Walla Public School’s Board of Education requests the BERC to 

complete the work necessary to provide PreK-8 program 

recommendation to the Board on or before March 7, 2017.

Must,

• be financially sustainable and programmatically feasible 

• be research‐based to best support the needs of English 

learner students

• ensure optimal learning environments for non‐participating 

students

If feasible,

• attempt to capitalize on the opportunity to expose second 

language acquisition skills to native English language speakers  







Clarification of Heritage Learner

As defined in the 2015-16 White Paper:

Heritage Learners: Another subset of ELLs is heritage 

speakers. These students are from homes where a 

nonEnglish language is spoken, and they can speak or 

understand some of it, although English may be their 

native language (Wright, 2015). Heritage students can 

have little or no proficiency in their heritage language. 

Wright (2015) explains that “most have some proficiency 

in their heritage language but can’t read or write it” (p. 5). 

They are commonly second and third generation 

immigrant students. 









Concepts that Didn’t Meet 

Criteria

1. Leaving programming the same as it is now

2. Keeping at least a dual programming strand in 

each of current buildings with bilingual 

3. Expanding dual programming to greater than 

current sites.

4. Eliminating dual programming



Two Concepts for 

Consideration Tonight











Discussion Process

In small groups discuss strengths and 

challenges of each model: 

–From the lens of a student

–From your lens as a parent/guardian

Facilitators will share out summary of discussion 

points for each group at the end of the meeting.



Next Steps

Jan 25-31: Parent survey on district website

Jan 25: Committee meeting to refine suggested 
models based on input

Feb 8: Refine models for Board recommendation

Feb13-24 Staff and parent input on models

Feb 28: Board presented with draft models

March 6: Committee reviews feedback and 
makes final revisions to models

March 7: Board makes final decision on 
accepting programming recommendations


