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Program Overview

● Contextualizing College Costs

● Scholarship Sources

● Scholarship Strategies

● Scholarship Search Engines

● Retooling the Essay
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Why Scholarships?
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How Much Could College Cost My Family?

Use Tools to Estimate Cost
● Net Price Calculators
● MeritMore
● BigJEducational Consulting

https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price
https://meritmore.com/
https://www.bigjeducationalconsulting.com/resources
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Cost Comparison
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Explore 
Scholarship Sources: 

DO NOW!

Inside the University/Institutional Aid
● The Financial Aid/Admissions Office
● Departments or academic programs

○ Good only at the specific college offering it
Outside the University
● Private organizations
● State and local governments

○ Can often be used at the university or for 
outside costs*
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College Specific Scholarships and Grants
Merit determined by
● GPA with and w/o SAT/ACT score

○ Some scholarships have automatic benchmarks, 
others are discretionary.

● Application materials
● Sometimes include interviews

Need based determined by 
● Family income
● FAFSA/CSS Profile

Special talents and circumstances
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College Applicants Receiving 
Merit Scholarship Offers
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Example of Automatic Merit Scholarships
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Cross Reference Merit Offers with 
Published Information
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Examples of Institutional Search Sites
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Average Chances of Winning a 
Private Scholarship
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Common Items Needed for 
Scholarships

• GPA/Transcript/Test Scores
• List of activities and leadership
• Community service hour documentation
• Portfolio (talent based)
• Resume
• Essay(s) or video(s)
• Letter of Recommendation(s) -- does the letter fit a scholarship 

committee?
• Picture/headshot
• Financial documents/College acceptance and/or award letter

Do you have to be nominated?
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Strategies
● Identifying your eligibility (pre-work)
● Identify and collect needed components 
● Organize yourself!
● Recommendation reuse and requests
● Ease of winning

○ Hyperlocal (DePaul), local (your 
neighborhood/Chicago), state (IL), national

○ Essay vs. no essay sweepstakes 
● Apply for as many as possible
● Utilize additional scholarship databases

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16gnrJkquzdCOFb9hqx6tqNH9WV5TdA-CW1KQRJ3QB-o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a8m7VjbKfGAyXqSl1Ua8WlXqhOoAM5DrvMuj1X4c0Jw/edit?usp=sharing
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Common Scholarship Essay Topics

● What do you want to do after high school?
● What was your high school experience?
● Topic specific-current events
● A challenge you faced and how you grew
● Being involved in your community
● Social issues/social justice/community service
● Leadership experiences
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Examples of Retooling an Essay

Common App Personal Statement Prompt
The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental 
to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, 
or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 
experience?

           The IDeal Scholarship Essay Prompt
In your educational or personal life, how have you met the challenge of 
adversity? More specifically, describe your situation, what you learned 
and how you have benefited from the experience.  (There are 3 
scholarships on this site with similar criteria so check them all out).
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Examples of Retooling an Essay

               CU Boulder Application Essay Prompt
What do you hope to study, and why, at CU Boulder? Or if you don't 

know quite yet, think about your studies so far, 
extracurricular/after-school activities, jobs, volunteering, future goals or 

anything else that has shaped your interests.

Lupita Turriff Scholarship Essay Prompt
How did you become interested in your chosen field and where do you 

hope it takes you?
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Sample Scholarship Application Search

Vinnie DePaul
3.5 GPA
Plays Futbol
Paints
Italian
Learning Disability
Catholic
ESports
Tall
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Scholarship Stipulations

• Is it renewable?
• What GPA do I need to maintain eligibility?
• Colleges where your student is in the top 

20% of admitted students
• Don’t pay for a scholarship applications
• Are there scholarships available for me in all 4 

years of college?
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Questions/Assistance? 
Reach out to your college counselor!

THANK YOU!!!


