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Session 
Description

Join the Fresno Unified EdTech Team for an exploration of Microsoft 
Learning Accelerators in our next installment of the EdTech Webinar 
Series. In this session, you'll discover powerful tools designed to boost 
student engagement and achievement, including Reading Progress, 
Search Progress, and Speaker Progress. 

These tools are now available in Assignments in your Class Teams: 

• Reading Progress: Support student reading fluency, accuracy, 
comprehension, and pronunciation. Monitor student progress over 
time to meet their needs, making it a powerful tool for personalized 
reading support. 

• Search Progress: Guide students in developing effective online 
research skills, track student progress as they learn critical search 
techniques. 

• Speaker Progress: Help students refine their speaking skills through 
structured practice and real-time feedback, perfect for building 
presentation confidence. 

Unlock new possibilities for engaging your students with Microsoft 
Learning Accelerators! Whether you're eager to explore new tools or dive 
deeper into features already at your fingertips, this session will provide 
hands-on insights to spark creativity and innovation in your daily 
routines. Don’t miss out—register now and be ready to experience these 
dynamic tools! 



Welcome and
Norms

• Mute mic when not speaking
• Use the Chat area to ask 

questions or get help
• Say Hello in our Chat Now:

• How have you been using AI?

• Engage in the content and 
prompts



This Session is being Recorded



Who is Fresno 
EdTech?

•Brian Dvorak
•Matthew Schwartz
•Dr. Molly O'Neill



Educational Technology Website
go.fresnou.org/edtech

http://go.fresnou.org/edtech
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/post-display/~board/ed-tech/post/cyber-safety-week-october-14-18-2024


Webinar Series - Resources



Follow Fresno EdTech on Social Media
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https://x.com/FresnoEdTech


Objectives

The benefits of using Microsoft 
Learning Accelerators

Deep dive Reading Progress, Search 
Progress and Speaker Progress

The setup process within Microsoft 
Class Teams Assignments

The student experience within each 
accelerator



 Learn more about Learning Accelerators

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/blog/2023/02/reimagine-personalized-learning-with-new-category-of-tools-from-microsoft-education/?msockid=364e9239ec0e6bdb27f88663ed426ac9


Let's get started with Reading Progress!
4:10



Welcome to Class!

Join Class 
Team

Reading 
Progress 

Assignment

Review 
Results



Join our Class 
Team

• Learning Accelerators Practice Team - EdTech Webinars | General | 
Microsoft Teams

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3AV8IGAdzEgpxag1bi_X0oK2SsdTNvQKHbLVlZkZksUzA1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=a3271acb-ce65-4e77-a12d-5c3590d20aa9&tenantId=74c90083-03c6-453a-801c-9251cdd17eb8
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3AV8IGAdzEgpxag1bi_X0oK2SsdTNvQKHbLVlZkZksUzA1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=a3271acb-ce65-4e77-a12d-5c3590d20aa9&tenantId=74c90083-03c6-453a-801c-9251cdd17eb8


Reviewing Student 
Recordings:

• You can listen to and watch the student's reading recordings 
directly within the platform. This allows for a deeper 
understanding of their reading fluency, expression, and potential 
struggles.



Custom Reading 
Progress Reports 
for Students

• Create Custom Reading 
Progress Reports to 
return to Students



Reflection and 
Discussion

As Students and as Teachers



Reflection as Students



Reflection as Teachers

How do you think your students would 
react to using Reading Progress?  

What potential challenges might you 
face when implementing Reading 
Progress in your classroom? 

• How can you address these 
challenges to ensure a smooth 
integration of the tool?

How do you think Reading Progress will 
impact your students’ reading skills 
over time?



Microsoft Search Progress
Research with Training Wheels

4:30



What is Search 
Progress?

Learning Accelerator available in 
Microsoft Teams Assignments

Search Tool with specific components 
meant to help students identify credible 
and/ or academic sources

Opportunities for Reflection Built into the 
Experience

Students qualify why they selected each 
source and identify, overall, what their 
findings are



Why should 
we use 
Search 
Progress?

Information Literacy is 
an imperative skill for 

both teachers and 
students

As we move into a world 
of increased AI 

presence, Information 
Literacy empowers our 
students opportunities 
to distinguish between 
accurate information 

and inaccurate 
information

Trains students (and 
teachers) to identify and 
consider components of 

information literacy

Empowers Teachers 
with a comprehensive 

view of a students’ 
research experience



Where might Search Progress fit in my 
lesson?

Potentially a great launch tool for students to explore a topic prior to digging 
in during class

Collaborative discussion; each student does a bit of research and then works 
collaboratively to answer the essential question

Prior to writing a paper or presentation

Opportunity for a student to become an expert in a subtopic; perhaps 
collaborating in a jigsaw to build a team of experts



Additional Search 
Progress Tool Support

• Microsoft Search Progress Overview

• Microsoft Search Progress Youtube Overview

• Microsoft Search Progress Directions for 
Teacher Use

https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/blog/educationblog/introducing-search-progress-a-new-way-to-assign-and-track-research-projects-in-m/3903493
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvjWcChlmcw
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/search-progress-in-teams-for-education-0a6154de-5024-4871-885c-ee8469d5dd27
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/search-progress-in-teams-for-education-0a6154de-5024-4871-885c-ee8469d5dd27


Search 
Progress
Recourses



Speaker Progress

4:50
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A Learning Accelerator built into 
Class Teams Assignments

A tool used to help students 
practice public speaking skills

Students get immediate feedback 
on their speaking skills and can play 
back their speech



Why use Speaker Progress?

Practice speaking 
and listening 

standards

Build future-ready 
skills for college 

and career

Build confidence 
within public 

speaking



Where does Speaker Progress fit in?

Use for students to practice prior 
to presenting in front of class

Can include a PowerPoint 
presentation



Speaker 
Progress
Tutorials and 
Resources

 Learn more about Speaker Progress here

https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/blog/educationblog/speaker-progress-in-microsoft-teams-for-education---now-globally-rolled-out-and-/4217253


Work 
Time

Breakout 
Rooms

Get more information 
and practice with your 

choice of Learning 
Accelerator

Reading Progress

Search Progress

Speaker Progress
You will be able to 

move in and out of the 
Breakout Rooms

5:00



Deeper Dive in Breakout Reading Progress 
Assignment Setup and Data 
Opportunities in Insights



Insights in 
Class Teams



How to use 
Reading Progress 
Data
• The Reading Progress Data in 

Microsoft Class Teams Insights is 
a powerful tool designed to assist 
educators in monitoring and 
improving their students' reading 
skills.



Accessing Reading Progress Data:

• Navigate to Microsoft Teams for Education 
and select the class team you’re working with.

• Click on the "Assignments" tab, then find and 
select the Reading Progress assignment 
you've previously created.

• Within this assignment, you'll see an option 
for "Insights" or "Review" where you can 
access detailed data about each student's 
reading performance.

Or

• Click on the "Insights" tab in your Class Team, 
then find the "Reading" tab



Understanding the Data:

• Accuracy Rate: Shows the percentage of words read correctly. 
This helps identify how well students are recognizing and 
pronouncing the words.

• Mispronunciations: Highlights words that were 
mispronounced, indicating areas where a student may need 
phonetic help or vocabulary enrichment.

• Omissions: Tracks words that were skipped, which can signal 
scanning habits or difficulties in word recognition.

• Insertions: Identifies extra words added by the student, 
which might indicate reading comprehension challenges.

• Self-corrections: Notes where students corrected their own 
reading, a sign of self-monitoring and comprehension skills.



Analyzing Trends 
Over Time:

• Class Teams Insights allows you to track each student's 
progress over time. Look for trends in accuracy rates, 
mispronunciations, and other metrics to assess 
improvement or identify persistent challenges.



Collaborating 
with Colleagues:

• Discuss student progress and 
strategies with colleagues, 
especially if you have students 
with specific learning needs. 
Collaborative planning can lead 
to more effective intervention 
strategies.



Challenging Words Assignment



Phonics Assignment



Final Thoughts

• Using Microsoft Class Teams Insights and the 
Reading Progress feature, are innovative ways to 
use technology to enhance educational 
outcomes. It provides actionable data that can 
inform instruction, engage students, and involve 
parents in the educational process.

• By leveraging this tool, educators can make a 
significant impact on their students' reading 
fluency and comprehension skills.



Reading Progress Resources



Fresno EdTech Reading Progress Playlist Reading Progress - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlATGDUgJAr3b7-pXpFKKDEpuKfx-Ou81


Fresno EdTech 
Reading Progress 
Website

Reading Progress - Fresno Unified School District

https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/apps/reading-progress


FUSD Students Improve Reading Scores when using 
Reading Progress Consistently
During the 2023/2024 academic school year, Fresno Unified School District 
partnered with Microsoft and LearnPlatform to evaluate the impact of 
Reading Progress on FUSD K-6 students’ reading achievement. Read the 
full Reading Progress in Fresno Unified School District (2023-24) study.

In summary, the study showed that consistent use of Reading Progress 
positively impacted reading outcomes for FUSD students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade. Students using the tool regularly demonstrated improved 
reading accuracy and speed, particularly among English learners and those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. For example, English learners who used 
Reading Progress saw their reading scores jump from the 50th to the 59th 
percentile, equivalent to a full grade level improvement.

- View the full article on Microsoft's blog -

https://www.instructure.com/resources/videos/learnplatform-instructure-explained
https://cdn-dynmedia-1.microsoft.com/is/content/microsoftcorp/microsoft/final/en-us/microsoft-product-and-services/microsoft-education/downloadables/Reading-Progress-ESSA-Level-II-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/blog/2024/08/new-study-shows-improved-reading-scores-by-using-reading-progress/


Mike Tholfsen – How to use Reading Progress



Key Takeways

Enhanced Student Engagement

Personalized Learning

Skill Development

Practical Application

Ongoing Support

5:20



Next Steps

How could you integrate Microsoft 
Learning Accelerators into your 
classroom in the next few weeks?

How do you think these tools will 
impact your students' learning 
experiences and outcomes?

How could you collaborate with your 
colleagues to maximize the benefits 
of these tools for your students?



Please Complete 
the Feedback Form

• Your feedback informs what 
types of trainings we may offer

• Your feedback can help us 
improve our training

• We will send a follow-up form

• We would love to visit your 
classroom and see how you're 
using AI

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gwDJdMYDOkWAHJJRzdF-uC2DsQdszKRMuxuf2KZCHUpUMjNDOFQzSjIzVUlPOVdOMjM4RFVUN0pMQyQlQCNjPTEu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gwDJdMYDOkWAHJJRzdF-uC2DsQdszKRMuxuf2KZCHUpUMjNDOFQzSjIzVUlPOVdOMjM4RFVUN0pMQyQlQCNjPTEu


Thank you for attending 
our EdTech Webinar!
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