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The Bloomfield Hills High School College Planning and Post Secondary Guide is intended for students
to begin planning for life after high school. This task may seem overwhelming; however, we hope that
using this tool will provide parents and students some insight into and a clearer understanding of the
college application process and other post secondary options. Topics range from BHHS graduation re-
quirements, choosing a college, and completing college applications to requesting letters of recom-
mendation, financial aid, community colleges, vocational schools, military, employment and additional
resources. A digital booklet can be found on the BHHS Counseling website.

https://bhhs.bloomfield.org/counseling

As always, if you have any questions or concerns,

please do not hesitate to contact the Bloomfield Hills High School Counseling Office.

Bloomfield Hills High School Counselors
Melanie Brooks mebrooks@bloomfield.org

Brian Fitzgerald bfitzgeraldebloomfield org
James Fogle jogle@bloomfield.org
Shayna Klein skicinebloomfield.org

Laura Hollyer holyerebloomfield.org
Tony Midea amideaebloomfield.org

Follow us X on @BHHSCounselingl

Support Staff
Bloomfield Hills High School Counseling Office
Marianne Litz, Counseling Secretary - 248.341.5631
Elizabeth Allen, Records Secretary - 248.341.5632
Lou Ann Frantz, CRC Coordinator - 248.341.5737
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A COMPASS TO COLLEGE

Finding the right college will require the student to look at themselves- their likes, dislikes and needs.
They will want to assess colleges in terms of environment, size, geographic location, cost, academic pro-
grams, extracurricular offering and entrance requirements. They can then compare their perception of
themselves with that of the school they are considering. Financial aid is another consideration in the col-
lege decision process.

After surveying colleges, students should visit the campuses of the schools they are most interested in.
Students can get the most out of a visit if arrangements are made in advance with the college admis-
sions office. If a student indicates areas of interest in academics and activities, the college may arrange
additional interviews. It is suggested that a brief thank you note be written to the admissions officer and
to others who extend special courtesies during a college visit. If you cannot attend a campus visit, most
colleges have extensive websites with virtual visits that can give you a good impression of the college
campus.

When preparing college applications, remember to “package yourself” in the best possible manner. Ap-
plications should be prepared accurately. Make sure you proofread before you submit your application.
Some colleges require essays on specific topics. This is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their
uniqueness by presenting themselves as special individuals; different from others. It is necessary for stu-
dents to think in depth about themselves. It is important to demonstrate an ability to organize thoughts
logically and concisely while imparting this information. The essay should be written in rough draft and
checked for grammar, punctuation, and the principles of composition-unity, coherence, clarity and em-
phasis.

Students should also develop a resume to attach to all applications. A resume offers a quick and concise
overall impression to the evaluator. In addition, a student should use the information they have been ac-
quiring through their Education Development Plans (EDPs) to help them complete their applications.
After the final draft is written, the applicant should make a copy for future reference.

Colleges only know the applicant through his or her application!! Ask yourself - what can I do to
“standout” and make my application unique?



Whose Job Is It Anyway?

=

Needs To Be Done:

You

Parents

Become familiar with your school's online data management system on
which the status of your college preparations and applications will be tracked

—

Get on mailing lists of colleges of interest

Respond to questionnaires/surveys from admission offices

e ———

Talk to college reps at college night

Continue to communicate in appropriate ways with college reps who
recruit in your area

Schedule campus visits

Make arrangements for overnight visits

Make sure you are officially excused from classes in order to visit colleges

Make-up missed class-work in a timely fashion
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Drive to college {:ElmﬁuE&E

Make hotel arangements

Make senior year course selections

Investigate test prep options

Register for SAT/ACT testing

Decide where to apply

Come up with essay topic

Write the essay

Complete the applications

Provide the application fee

e

Communicate with college counselor and teachers regarding the timeframes
for completing and submitting transcripts and letters of recommendation

Make sure the teachers who will write on your behalf know you

Submit the applications by deadline
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Provide moral support

Compile financial details for FAFSA, C55 Profile and scholarship applications

Keep track of online log-in and password Information

Complete financial aid forms

—

Apply for scholarships

A

Follow up with colleges that accept you
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NAVIGATING THE COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS PROCESS

Advice for Seniors

R  Complete College Applications Early

It is recommended that students complete their college applications by the end of October, at the latest
(the sooner the better), of their senior year. Many in-state colleges are extremely competitive and are expe-
riencing an increase in the number of students applying. Out-of-state universities are in the same numbers
game and will also want to see applications quickly. On that note, we cannot stress enough the need for
seniors to maintain their grades and the number of academics that they are completing during their sec-
ond semester. Even those students who have been admitted can have their admission rescinded if the
college feels that they have developed a bad case of “senioritis”. Students need to maintain their eligi-
bility for college by taking a minimum of four academics each semester and maintaining or surpassing
their current grades.

Many universities will want to see 7" semester grades (1t semester of senior year). If the college(s) you
applied to have requested this information, be sure to request that our Records Office send this infor-
mation on your behalf.

Students should also be investigating the numerous scholarships and financial aid awards that are avail-
able. Some interesting websites are included in the Helpful Websites in this College Planning Guide.

Advice for Juniors

R  Thisis the Most Important Year of High School for Students

Because many students will be applying for college admission during the first semester of their senior
year, colleges will be making admissions decisions based on their transcript through their junior year. Ad-
mission committees will evaluate a student’s cumulative GPA or recalculated academic GPA, and tran-
script trend. College admissions continue to be extremely competitive and more students are making
the decision to stay in state causing a substantial increase in the number of applicants.

R Stay Focused

Another factor that has developed over the last few years is an increase in the number of enrollees ver-
sus the number of admits. Colleges have been faced with more students accepting admission than an-
ticipated based on earlier target figures. Stay focused with the goal of developing a transcript that accu-
rately reflects your abilities. Colleges are very interested in seeing an upward trend or the maintaining of
a great transcript. Juniors can visit several college websites to see the type of essay questions and infor-
mation that they will need to address in their college applications. Colleges and universities would like
their applicants to apply online. New applications are available around July for students to begin the ap-
plication process.



R Develop Your Resume

Junior students, as part of an Education Development Plans (EDPs) lesson, will have an opportunity to
develop a resume in XELLO. A college resume allows the student to submit a 1-page (back-to-back) syn-
opsis of their academic, extracurricular, and personal attributes. Colleges really like having a quick, time
saving investigation of students and the resume can provide such a tool. This guide has some sample
resumes to give you an example of a high-quality resume.

R  Visit College Campuses

Juniors should be taking advantage of our breaks for potential campus visits, if available. Many colleges
offer guided tours at various times during the year. In addition, many campuses welcome students and
their parents to their campuses by individual arrangements. Visiting a college campus can provide a
“hands-on” experience for all family members to make an intelligent determination of “fit". If you can-
not make the time to get on campus, visit the various college websites, many of which offer virtual tours.
Remember, however, all colleges will show you their best side on the sunniest day!

R  Update Your Education Plan

Juniors will be revisiting their EDPs using XELLO that they began as freshmen. This activity will focus on
college searches based on career needs and financial aid/scholarship search information. The EDP is al-
so a great way to help understand some of your dreams, plans, and expectations.

R  Study for Standardized Tests

A successful way to increase your SAT test scores is with Khan Academy.

Link your College Board and Khan Academy accounts to get automatic personalized test strategy and
practice recommendations based on your PSAT performance, or take diagnostics if you didn't take the
PSAT.

R Take Standardized Tests

Another important goal for most juniors is to take a standardized assessment. This information can gen-
erally be found on the individual college website. All colleges/universities are now requiring that ACT/
SAT scores be sent directly from the testing agencies. You can investigate the following websites for
more information about these assessments. Practice tests are available on these sites and in the Career
Resource Center (CRC): ACT website - www.actstudent.org  SAT website - www.collegeboard.org

All juniors will be taking the MME (Michigan Merit Exam) in April of their junior year. This exam includes
an SAT assessment that juniors may use for college admissions purposes. This will allow students anoth-
er opportunity to take a standardized assessment that can be reported directly from the testing agency
to college admissions offices.

ACT is also an option; it is wise to try both tests. You only have to send your best score.



https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org

Bloomfield Hills High School y

An International Baccalaureate World School .

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Fifective for the class of 2023 and beyond
v P CREDITS , . R
COMTENT AREA NEEDED EXPLAMATION OF CREDITS
English 4 4 credits
Credits must inclode: Algebra |, Geometry, and Algebra Il
Math 4 1 math cowrse must be taken during the senior year. [he Persanal Financial Literacy
course could be 0.5 of this 1.0 credit
1 credit of Biology
Science 3 1 credit of Chemistry of Earth’s Systems

1 &cience elective credit (Physics of the Universe is recommended)

1 credit of World History & Geography

. . 1 credit of U.5. History & Geography
Social Studies 3 05 credit in Civics
0.5 credit in Economics
, . 0.5 credit in Health Education
Health & Physical Education 2 15 elective credi

Visual, Performing and Applied Arts 1 1 credit in Visual, Performing, or Applied Arts

World Languages ? 2 credits of World Language
Personal Financial Literacy™ 05 |05 credit course "beginning with the graduation class of 2028
Additional Credits B.5to 11 |Mate: “additional” will specify content areas (e.g. communications, arts, etc)

All students must take one computer-based course during prades 9-12

Technical Competency (Thiz requirement may be met by courses identified in most content areas).

All students must have an anline leaming experience before graduation.

Online Learning Experience (This requirement can be satisfied by experiences within a regular course).

Community Service Minimum one Service As Action experience per year

State of Michigan Assessment ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO TAKE THE STATE-REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS PRIOR TO
GRADUATION.

Middle Years Program Personal Project |ALL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE THE PERSOMAL PROJECT.

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 28
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TYPES OF TESTS

There are five major types of tests used for college admission, four of which are given by the
same company, College Board. Students are responsible for registering for their own tests and
for requesting that their scores be directly reported by the testing service to the colleges which
they have applied to. We recommend that all students take both the SAT and ACT at the begin-
ning of their college application process in order to determine which test best reflects the stu-
dent’s academic profile. Students may then focus on improving their performance on either the
SAT or ACT.

PSAT/NMSQT (Collegeboard.org) This test is given in October to all Juniors. Results may
forecast your future SAT scores. Scores are also used by some colleges for academic scholar-
ships.

SAT (Collegeboard.org) This three hour/50 minute test is identical to the PSAT in format and
is designed to measure verbal and mathematical reasoning ability. In addition, it measures your
knowledge and usage of the English language and syntax. Students may take the SAT two or
three times, preferably in the spring of their junior year and in October of their senior year if nec-
essary. Most colleges will accept your highest score.

ACT (ACTstudent.org) Is 3 hours & 35 minutes with the writing portion. Four 35-60 minute
tests in the areas of English, math, reading and science reasoning are given. The Counseling
Department highly recommends the optional writing portion which is an additional 30 minute
test. Students need to check with the particular college to see if it is required.

Advanced Placement Tests (AP) (Collegeboard.org) Before early November of each year, stu-
dents may sign up to take Advanced Placement exams for May testing. Tests are offered in all
AP courses available at Bloomfield Hills High School. College credit or advanced placement in
college courses is possible, if the student achieves a certain score on the exam. Each college/
university determines specific requests for credits. Check specific college websites for more in-
formation.

TOEFL (ETS.org) Foreign students whose first language is not English are generally required to
take this exam as part of college admissions.




The student is responsible for setting up their own ACT/College Board accounts. BHHS does not have
access to students’ ACT/College Board passwords. Students should NOT be using their school email
addresses for their testing accounts. BHHS email accounts will no longer be valid once a student
graduates.

To register for these tests you will need to provide your School Code:

Bloomfield Hills High School-232447

-If you qualify for free or reduced lunch, reach out to your counselor or Mrs. Frantz in the CRC to obtain
SAT/ACT test fee waivers and test answers waiver. -

Students who cannot test on Saturday because of religious reasons must contact SAT to arrange a Sun-

day test administration, with registration accomplished via postal mail or the Internet. Asis the case with

the ACT, a letter from rabbi/ imam/cleric must be presented for SAT to authorize Sunday testing (seven
different dates) for an eligible student.

S CollegeBoard

Advanced Placement
Program

Advanced Placement testing for 2024-2025 will be May 6-17, 2025

Diploma

Programme

Diploma Programme testing for 2024-2025 will be April 27-May 19, 2025

M n



SAT
SAT Dat e Registration Late Registratio

@ CollegeBoard

October 5, 2 ( September 2C September 24, 202
November 2, = October 18, October 22, 2024
December 7, = November 22, November 26, 202/
Mar ch 8, 20 2¢ February 21 February 25, 202
May 3, 2025 April 18, April 22, 2025
June 7, 2025 May 22, 20 May 27, 2025
Register here for the SAT.
ACT Dat e Regul ar Dea Late Registratiln D
October 26| 20e2pdt ember 20, 2020kctober 7, 2024
December 14, 2NoZ4e mber 8,| 202November 22, 2024
February 8 20225 uary 3, 2025 January 20, 21025
Apri | 5, P02Bebruary 28 202March 16, 2025
June 14, 2025 May 9, 2025 May 26, 2025
July 12, 2025June 6, 2025 June 20, 202}
Register here for the ACT



https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html

You may consider looking into SAT/ACT test strategies. See the College Board and ACT websites or
use an adult tutor from the BHHS Adult Tutor list found on our BHHS Counseling Page website®

Another successful way to increase your SAT test scores is with Khan Academy.

Link your College Board and Khan Academy accounts to get automatic personalized test strategy
and practice recommendations based on your PSAT performance, or take diagnostics if you didn't
take the PSAT.

ACT

The ACT Test EE USStudents Registration TestPrep~  TestDay +  Scores »

AREA OF INTEREST Solutions ~ Research ~ News &Blog  Contact Q A =, MyACT Sign In

Board | ST | # KHANACADEMY

Official SAT
Practice Strategies

FROM CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, FRESNO
AND LONG BEACH UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTS,
AND DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Deiiveréd by the experts, designed fo'fityourstud p}eferences and your budget,

When it Comes to Test Prep, We've Got You Covered

@ Khan Academy
Using Khan Academy's Official SAT Practice

Overview

« Link your College Board and Khan Academy accounts to get automatic
personalized recommendations based on your PSAT performance, or take
diagnostics if you didn't take the PSAT.

« We'll recommend practice to you based on your results. You can practice
other skills any time you'd like, even if we didn't recommend them to you.

« Video and text explanations will help you learn the skills covered on the
test and show you how the test is structured.

» Be sure to take some full-length practice exams, too! We recommend
taking them without interruption to give you a sense of what to expect on

test day.

SAT vs ACT

Many students and parents begin the college prep process by comparing the ACT and
SAT. Two of the most common questions they ask are: Is the ACT easier than the SAT?
Do colleges prefer scores from the SAT or ACT?

The SAT and ACT generally test the same types of content. Both ACT and SAT scores
are used for college admissions and merit-based scholarships. The biggest differences
between the tests are that the ACT has a Science Test, and there’s one SAT Math Sec-
tion for which you cannot use a calculator. Some colleges don't prefer one over the oth-
er, so explore both tests to decide which one is right for you.

M H


https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/study-guide-studentsC:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
https://bhhs.bloomfield.org/counseling/student-forms-and-resources
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy

® Fewer Geometry Questions
* More Time per Question
® No-calculator Math Section

KEY

Differences

® Lots of Geometry
e Fuster Paced
* Tough Science Section

Reading
200 - 800

points
Writing @

Math @
{Ne Caleulater)
200 - 800
points
Math @
{Caleulator)

'l '_ Total Points | 400 - 1600

Time per
Question

Reading Writing Math

L=

. 13 |

2 13 6_

‘ applerouth | Better Tutors. Better Results.

Reading  English

~ Question

136 | (60m) Moh

~ 1-36 | Total Points

www.applerouth.com

M O



Number of Sections

Number of Questions ; Total Time

ACT

58 60

Time Per Question

ACT
SAT

I,
SAT

G ]

FormUIus ' - ._ The SAT Math section includes 45 _' o

- multiple choice questicns and 13

The SAT provides a reference
table of common formulas.

The ACT does not provide
formulas for reference.

Geometry Focus

SAT 6%

ACT

_ SAT

80 minutes

ACT

&0 minutes =

student-produced response
questions (i.e., fill-in questions).

The ACT has a much greater emphasis on Geometry. In
contrast, the SAT focuses more on Algebra, word problems,
and “Data Analysis” questions that ask you fo incorporaie
information from tables and charts into your calculations.

23%

#
@ applerouth | Better Tutors. Better Resullts,
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