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https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org
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SAT Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline 

October 5, 2024 September 20, 2024 September 24, 2024 

November 2, 2024 October 18, 2024 October 22, 2024 

December 7, 2024 November 22, 2024 November 26, 2024 

March 8, 2024  February 21, 2025 February 25, 2025 

May 3, 2025  April 18, 2025 April 22, 2025 

June 7, 2025  May 22, 2025 May 27, 2025 

Register here for the SAT. 

Register here for the ACT. 

ACT Date Regular Deadline Late Registration Deadline 

October 26, 2024 September 20, 2024 October 7, 2024 

December 14, 2024 November 8, 2024 November 22, 2024 

February 8, 2025 January 3, 2025 January 20, 2025 

April 5, 2025 February 28, 2025 March 16, 2025 

June 14, 2025 May 9, 2025 May 26, 2025 

July 12, 2025 June 6, 2025 June 20, 2025 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
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https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/study-guide-studentsC:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
https://bhhs.bloomfield.org/counseling/student-forms-and-resources
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy/x0a8c2e5f:overview-of-official-sat-practice/a/using-khan-academys-official-sat-practice?modal=1
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy
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SAT to ACT Score Concordance Table 
College counselors, students, and their families use concordance tables to inform col-
lege searches and explorations. Colleges, universities, scholarship organizations, and 
athletic conferences also use concordances in a variety of ways including determining 
eligibility for a program or scholarship. Guide to the 2018 ACT/Sat Concordance.  

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/higher-ed-professionals/score-reports/score-comparisons
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https://www.ets.org/toefl
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COMMON COLLEGE APPLICATION 

AXS Companion is a great tool to use while filling out the Common Application. 

  http://www.axscompanion.org/ 

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/C:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://open.oregonstate.education/axscompanion/front-matter/gettingstarted
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COMMON BLACK COLLEGE APPLICATION 

https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
https://commonblackcollegeapp.com/
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https://www.educanada.ca/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.educanada.ca/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/best-colleges-online/
https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/best-colleges-online/
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https://www.aie.org/life-after-college/starting-your-career/building-a-resume/sample-resumes-templates/
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Joe Smith 

▪ 4681 Myers Road ▪ Anytown, TN 54321 ▪ joesmith@gmail.com ▪ (123) 333-6789 

 

EDUCATION - Bloomfield Hills High School   2020-2023 

Academics 

 GPA – 3.95 

 ACT 29  (English 26, Math 30, Reading 30, Science 32) 

 Honors:  National Honor Society 

 Intended Field of Study: Computer Science/Engineering 

Curriculum 

 Senior Year: AP Physics C (self-taught on line class), AP Calculus BC, AP English: Literature and Composition, Honors STEM 

Engineering, English Applications 

 Junior Year: AP Calculus AB, American Literature, Anatomy and Physiology, Economics, AP American Government, Intro to 

Design Environment, Intro to Design Concepts and Methodology, Web Design 

 Sophomore Year:  Pre-Calculus, Honors Writing Literature II, Honors Physics, Honors Chemistry, AP US History, Spanish 

200, Java Programming 

 Freshman Year:  Honors Algebra II Accelerated, English 9, Biology, Earth Science, Spanish 100, World History, Geography 

 8th Grade: High School Geometry Accelerated 

 7th Grade:  High School Algebra 1 

ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS 

Academic 

▪   National Honor Society    ▪  Academic Achievement Award (9th, 10th, 11th Grades)    ▪  Academic Varsity Letter 

Athletic 

▪ JV Tennis  ▪  Hockey ▪ Varsity Letter/Football ▪ Varsity Award/2011 Football ▪ MHSAA District Championship 2011 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 My Brother’s Keeper Ministry – Detroit. Helped rebuild a church and served meals to the homeless 

 Special Olympics at Oakland University 

 Knight of Stars (Special Olympic football game held annually at Bloomfield Hills High School) 

INTERNSHIP 

 Bloomfield Hills School IT Department (Internships) – Summer 2021 

CLUBS 

▪   Student Respect for Self and Others Club (SOS)  ▪  Fellowship Christian Athlete 
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Wednesday, October 19, 2022 

College Essay Advice for Seniors 
by Patrick O'Connor, Ph.D. 
 
 

This piece was a big hit when it first appeared a few years ago, and many counselors on social media 
are looking for advice to give students about college essays. 
 

In an encore presentation, I still live to serve. 
 

Students, you amaze me. You love to share your opinions. I know this, because you share 
them everywhere—Chattersnap, Gramphoto, and all the rest of those social media sites I know 
nothing about, other than you use them because you love to talk about yourselves. 
 

Except when it comes to college essays. 
 

If I asked you for 650 words on your impressions of Riverdale, you’d go on for weeks. But colleges 
want 650 words about your favorite place in the world, and you say things like “The library. Gotta 
love that big dictionary.” 
 
I’ll die alone. I’ll sing alone. 
 

Your college wants you to come to campus, talk with them for three hours, eat lunch, and go home. If 
they did admissions that way, they’d probably get great students—and by the time they were done 
interviewing everyone, each of those students would be 45 years old. 
So you aren’t writing essays—you’re having a conversation, except you’re putting what you have to 
say on paper. That means you’ll want to do this: 
 

Stop guessing. When a college asks “Name a problem you’d like to solve”, there’s no one right an-
swer for everybody. Cure cancer? Great. The need for your mother to work three jobs? Absolutely. 
The squeak in your garage door? That can work, too—as long as it means something to you, and you 
can convey that meaning. This isn’t Algebra; you get to decide what the answer is, and why it makes 
sense. Put it down on paper, put the commas in the right place, and you’re good to go. 
 

Tell a story. Remember the time you told your best friend about the first concert you went to, or 
the best pizza you ever ate? You were on fire at the end of the story, genuinely excited at the chance 
to share part of your life with them. That’s how you should feel once you’re done writing a college 
essay. This isn’t a speech you give to thousands of people; it’s a story that means something to you, 
and you’re telling it to someone who really wants to hear it. Save the speech; tell the tale. 
 

Head or heart? Some students think the key to a great essay is to pack it with facts that make you 
sound like a brainiac, while others say the college will only beg you to come if they need a whole box 
of tissues to get through your essay. Life is a little of both, and so are college essays. Show the colleg-
es what you think about, and why it means something to you. This will let them know you’re past the 
drama and trauma of teenagehood, and eager to embrace the tasks of becoming a thoughtful, caring 
adult. 
 

Answer the question. If the college asks “Who do you admire?” and they still don’t know your an-
swer once they’ve read your essay, you’ve given them one more reason to reject you. Ducking the 
question may work in Washington, but it doesn’t play well in admissions offices. If they want to 
know, you need to tell them. 
 

Your goal is to write an essay that sounds so much like a conversation, they’ll be surprised you 
aren’t in the room with them when they’re finished reading it. 
 

Kind of like Gramphoto. But with words. 
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NCAA Link 

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/COVID19_Beyond23_Public.pdf?utm_campaign=COVID%20Beyond%2023#:~:text=In%20January%202023%2C%20NCAA%20Divisions,or%20after%20August%201%2C%202023.C:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Adobe
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Since 1969, MIAT College of Technology has helped thou-
sands of individuals get the industry-relevant skills, experience and connections it takes to pursue 
rewarding technical careers.  See page 61.

https://www.aacc.nche.edu/
https://www.trade-schools.net/
https://www.onlytradeschools.com/michigan/
https://www.comparetopschools.com/
https://www.ostconline.com/
https://www.ltu.edu/specs/
https://miat.edu/
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See this OCC presentation for more information. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dgfC3VYrB02fEvOy1es2SkirLMYGqoxM/view?usp=sharing
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 todaysmilitary.com 

  

 military.com 

  

 www.goarmy.com  www.airforce.com 

 www.navy.com  www.marines.com 

  

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/
https://www.milmi.org/
https://www.mitalent.org/
https://mltai.org/
file:///C:/Users/MLitz/Downloads/EMIT OCA Presentation_ca.pdf
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/usa-fairs
https://www.adventurescrosscountry.com/
https://www.todaysmilitary.com/
https://www.military.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.airforce.com/
https://www.airforce.com/
https://www.airforce.com/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.marines.com/
https://www.marines.com/
https://www.marines.com/
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https://www.publicservicedegrees.org/financial-aid/student-loan-risk-and-responsibility/C:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Adobe
https://www.publicservicedegrees.org/financial-aid/student-loan-risk-and-responsibility/C:/Users/MLitz/Documents/Adobe
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/0,4636,7-372-86868---,00.html
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http://scholarshipamerica.org/
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How to Appeal Your Need-Based Financial Aid Award 

ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/how-to-appeal-your-need-based-financial-aid-award 

By Amy, IvyWise College Admissions Counselor 

You’ve just been admitted to the school of your dreams. You are over the moon, sharing your excite-
ment with your family — until you see the financial aid package. What?! Where did that number come 
from? 

Sticker shock over college costs is real. Despite the rollout of net price calculators and general talk 
about college being expensive, many families are still completely surprised when they see their ex-
pected family contributions. Ideally, you’ve done your research ahead of time. I recommend families uti-
lize tools like net price calculators — which are mandated by federal law at any institution that accepts 
federal aid — and MyinTuition (https://myintuition.org/quick-college-cost-estimator/ t) to help estimate 
costs. Sometimes, however, even the most diligent preparation and research can result in a surprise, 
especially if your family owns a business or sees large fluctuations in yearly income. Family contribu-
tions for divorced or separated parents or guardians can also be complicated and hard to predict. 

Thankfully, it’s not the end of the road. You can still appeal your financial aid  (ivywise.com/blog/the-
ultimate-guide-to-understanding-financial-aid-for-colleges/) offer and, while there are no guarantees it 
will result in more money, you have nothing to lose in trying. (A college will NOT rescind your offer of 
admission if you attempt to negotiate your financial aid!) I like to remind families that even if an appeal 
results in another $1,000 in aid, that’s a pretty good hourly wage for an hour or two of effort! 

Make Fair Comparisons Between Offers  
Before you can appeal, especially if you’re trying to get one college to “match” another college’s offer, 
first ensure that you’re comparing apples to apples. Colleges with need-based policies will not compete 
with colleges that have merit-based or a combination of need and merit policies. 

For example, Harvard might look closely at Princeton’s award so they don’t lose a student over the dif-
ference of a few thousand dollars. This is an apples-to-apples comparison. But Harvard won’t match a 
Trustee Scholarship from Boston University — which covers full tuition and fees — or a full-ride More-
head-Cain Scholarship from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. These are apples and or-
anges. 

Do Some Old-Fashioned Math  
You also want to interpret award letters similarly. Each school’s award letter will look different. You need 
to know how to pull out the relevant info. There are many tools to help families do this, but I recommend 
keeping it simple by doing some old-fashioned math. Find the total cost of attendance for billed AND 
non-billed expenses so you have a true reflection of the total cost of a school. Then subtract any grants 
or scholarships you were awarded that you don’t have to pay back. That’s it. Compare the answers for 
each school. 

It doesn’t matter if one school gives you more scholarships than another if that school costs more to 
begin with. I don’t compare loans or work study because essentially these numbers can be the same (or 
very similar) at every school — federal loan amounts are standard and set by the government. 

 

ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/how-to-appeal-your-need-based-financial-aid-award
https://www.ivywise.com/about-ivywise/the-ivywise-team/amy-k/
https://myintuition.org/quick-college-cost-estimator/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/the-ultimate-guide-to-understanding-financial-aid-for-colleges/
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Contact the Financial Aid Office 
Now it’s time to call the college’s financial aid office and ask to speak to a financial aid officer. You may 
want to explain that you are an accepted student (or parent/guardian) and ask who manages the finan-
cial aid for this particular group. Explain that you are seeking a reconsideration of your award package. 
Ask what the process is, who to address your appeal to — they will ask for something in writing — and 
the due date. Do NOT miss the deadline they give you! 

If you can get the officer to explain the details of how they arrived at your award, that’s even better. 
However, this is rare — at least on a first phone call. But the more you understand about how they cal-
culated your contribution, the better you can prepare and tailor your appeal. 

Write Your Appeal Letter  
After you’ve gathered as much info as you can from the financial aid office, it’s time to write your letter. 
The more stress you convey, the better. They are more likely to respond to a specific situation or circum-
stance, but just registering your general inability to pay their calculated family contribution is important. 

Start the letter with a heartfelt expression of gratitude for what they have done already, and simply state 
that it does not feel feasible to your family. Then give as many specifics as possible. This is not the time 
to be embarrassed or ashamed —they have seen and heard it all! Nothing will surprise them, and they 
can only respond if you share. 

Things to consider sharing in your letter: 

High medical expenses for non-elective procedures or emergency circumstances 

 Fluctuations in income due to medical situations, reduced hours, lay-offs, etc. 

 Low assets and/or retirement savings for your age and/or lack of primary home ownership 

 Better offer from a peer school (attach the award letter, even if they say they don’t match other 
schools’ awards) 
 
Things colleges won’t take into consideration (although you might want to share them anyway as evi-
dence of general financial stress): 

 Exchange rate fluctuations with foreign currencies 

 The cost of caring for extended family members 

 Home upgrades or repairs such as new roofs, furnaces, remodeling, etc. 

 Car purchases or repairs 

 Private school tuition, as public education is free 
 
When preparing your letter, also consider the colleges’ counter arguments. Financial aid awards consid-
er a family’s overall financial health and ability to absorb the cost of college over time. They don’t expect 
you to have the money in-hand immediately to cut a check. Instead, they assume you will view college 
as an investment and draw from savings, assets, and borrowing tools accordingly. Colleges also as-
sume that if you borrow to finance a car or have a mortgage, then borrowing for college should be on the 
table as well. 

Colleges define your income as the money you had in your pocket before any choices were made. It’s 
essentially your gross income before you funneled anything into a retirement account, an HSA, etc. 
Owning a business or real estate makes defining income even more complicated. This is a good exam-
ple of when you’d want to call a college and ask questions about how your income was built in the calcu-
lations. 
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After you’ve written your letter, providing as much detail and evidence as possible (potentially including 
pay stubs, receipts, award letters, etc.), send it as soon as possible. There are often tight timelines to 
make decisions, and you don’t want to hold things up on your end. 

Stay in Touch with Admissions and Financial Aid  
If you need an extension from admissions, make sure you are in touch with your admissions officer as 
well. Explain that your financial aid is under reconsideration. Usually, financial aid and admissions offic-
es work closely together, but never make any assumptions. You should be communicating regularly, 
thoroughly, and honestly with both offices. 

In the meantime, do not put down your deposit at the college until you have the results of your 
reconsideration. When you put down the deposit, you’re signaling that you intend to make the financ-
es happen — whether or not your reconsideration is successful. Financial aid offices can see if you’ve 
made the deposit, and the reconsideration is unlikely to go your way. 

If financial aid officers have any questions about your letter, they will contact you. If you haven’t heard 
in the timeframe they provided you, make sure you email (for documentation purposes) and call to fol-
low up. Once you have the reconsideration result, feel free to ask further questions if things are still not 
clear. Sometimes, in complicated situations, it may be necessary to appeal more than once. 

It is important to remember that your financial aid officer is on your side and represents you, often to a 
full committee of other financial aid officers who make decisions as a team. Your financial aid officer is 
advocating for you and trying to understand your situation so they can make college possible for your 
family. That said, they are also trying to remain fair and consistent to all families. Try to remain calm 
and courteous and be grateful for their help. 

Regardless of the outcome of the appeal, make sure you discuss financing options with the financial 
aid office. Ask about a combination of student and parent loans, student employment, outside awards 
and scholarships, and even university-administered payment plans to help with cash flow. Financial aid 
officers can go through all of this with you and explain how everything works. They are valuable re-
sources through the reconsideration process and beyond, should you decide to enroll at the school. 

A college education is an important investment. If you need help comparing financial aid offers, IvyWise 

can help. Contact us to learn how we can support you through every stage of the college admissions 

process, including choosing the best financial aid package. 

 

 

https://www.ivywise.com/blog/how-to-stand-out-when-applying-for-scholarships/
https://www.ivywise.com/about-ivywise/contact-us/
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The New York Times 
 

 

The Choice 
Getting into College 

 

Tip Sheet: What to Do After Your 
Admissions Decision Arrives 
Spring – the season of transformation, not just for flowers, trees, and hibernating animals but 
also for high school seniors. 

You are no longer an applicant; a decision has been made. Since the middle of March, college 
admissions offices have been sending out their decisions and your long wait is over. The news is 
here. The contents of each letter can be the cause for joyous celebration, great disappointment, or 
bewilderment (or a mixture of all three) about what to do next. 

For many of you, now you have to make a decision. It needs to be one that is judicious, and it 
needs to be done in a timely fashion. 

Do Not Rush Your Decision 

The National Candidates’ Reply Date is May 1. Each acceptance letter should clearly state that 
you have until that day to submit your deposit and reserve your place in the class of 2017. No 
college should request a deposit before that date. 
 

Review Your Options Carefully 

Use your time wisely between now and then to gather as much information as possible about 
your future options. Compare financial aid and scholarship offers, attend prospective student 
events at the colleges to which you were accepted, and talk with your parents and high school 
counselor about what you are thinking. Where are you going to be happy, healthy and able to 
grow? 

Accept Only One Offer 

If the decision is proving difficult, you cannot buy more time by sending deposits to multiple 
schools. This is an unethical practice that may result in your acceptances being withdrawn by the 
colleges involved. 

If you need more time to make a decision, contact the admissions offices to request an extension. 

Notify the Colleges That You Chose Not to Attend 

Continued... 
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When Should You Write a  

 Letter of Continued Interest? 

ivywise.com/blog/when-should-you-write-a-letter-of-continued-interest/ 

A letter of continued interest (often referred to as a LOCI) is a written statement that a student sends to 
the admissions office of a school they are still interested in attending, despite being deferred or waitlist-
ed. Generally, these letters reiterate the student’s interest in and fit for the college in question and update 
the admissions office on any achievements that the student has earned since submitting their initial appli-
cation.  

What Is a Letter of Continued Interest? 

When college admissions decisions are released, being deferred or placed on a waitlist can feel like the 
most frustrating outcome possible. Unlike rejected and accepted applicants, deferred and waitlisted stu-
dents must grapple with the uncertainty that comes with being told “maybe.” While writing a letter of con-
tinued interest is generally considered to be an impactful way to boost deferred or waitlisted applicants’ 
admissions odds, some schools don’t accept these documents — which is why research and attention to 
detail are key. When you receive your decision, review all of the information provided closely to deter-
mine if such a letter will be considered in the review process. 

What Do You Put In a LOCI? 

LOCIs should focus on presenting new information to the admissions office. Being deferred or placed on 
a waitlist indicates that you’re already a competitive applicant, and writing a LOCI is your final opportunity 
to make the case for why you deserve a seat in the upcoming class. That’s why it’s important to include 
updates on extracurricular activities, improvements in GPA or test scores, and any scholarships, re-
wards, or recognitions that you’ve received since submitting your application. 

Additionally, students should make sure to thank the admissions office for reevaluating their application 
materials and reaffirm their interest in attending the school. If this college is your first choice and you 
would attend if admitted, a LOCI is the ideal place to say so. To strengthen this assertion, consider weav-
ing in a few details that highlight your demonstrated interest, such as what you enjoyed about your cam-
pus visit or a reason you think you are a perfect match for the school. (But be careful not to simply repeat 
what was stated in your initial application, particularly if it included a “Why X College?” supplement es-
say.) 

Students should closely read their waitlist or deferral letter and search for any specific instructions from 
the school regarding materials they can send to the admissions office. Some schools will outline very 
specific information that applicants should include, while others will tell students not to send additional 
communications at all. 

Schools That Don’t Accept LOCIs 

Students should not write a LOCI if the school asks applicants not to send additional information. Some 
colleges that make this request include: 

Carnegie Mellon University  
New York University  

Stanford University  

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign  

https://www.ivywise.com/blog/when-should-you-write-a-letter-of-continued-interest/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/when-should-you-write-a-letter-of-continued-interest/
https://www.ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/getting-deferred-why-it-happens-and-what-to-do-next/
https://www.ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/wait-and-see-tips-for-getting-off-the-waitlist/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/why-your-interests-matter-in-the-college-admissions-process/
https://www.ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/why-you-should-demonstrate-interest-during-the-college-admissions-process/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/how-to-write-the-why-this-college-essay/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/how-to-write-the-why-this-college-essay/
https://www.cmu.edu/admission/admission/admission-consideration
https://www.nyu.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions/high-school-counselors/decision-information.html
https://admission.stanford.edu/faqs/waitlist.html
https://www.admissions.illinois.edu/faq/wait-list
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University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill  

University of Southern California  

University of Virginia 

  

Even among the colleges listed above, deferral and waitlist admissions policies vary and can be nuanced. 
For example, Carnegie Mellon will request a single paragraph when there are additional places to 
fill, while NYU asks students to complete a deferral or waitlist response form in their application por-
tal. Therefore, it’s important to understand what the admissions office wants and consult your college or 
independent counselor for advice on how to proceed.  

What Can You Do Instead? 

The most important step that deferred or waitlisted students can take is to follow the instructions that the 
admissions office includes in their letter. If students are asked not to send any additional materials, they 
must adhere to those guidelines. Sending in your information anyway will not help your admissions odds. 

Most colleges that do not accept LOCIs will still consider mid-year grade updates. If this is the case for 
your prospective school, you should request these update reports to be sent by your school counselor. 
Regardless of the school’s LOCI policy, all students who are waitlisted or deferred should channel some 
of their energy into getting excited about other schools on their best-fit list that have offered them ac-
ceptances and stay optimistic about the future. If you have been waitlisted, you will likely need to submit 
an enrollment deposit to another college, even if you have opted to remain on the waitlist, as most waitlist 
decisions are not released until after the enrollment deadline. 

If you’re waitlisted and looking for additional guidance on improving your odds of acceptance, con-

tact  your counselor to create a plan of action that aligns with the school you’re looking to get into and 

your academic goals. 

IvyWise College Admissions Blog  

 

https://admissions.unc.edu/faqs/what-else-should-i-do-will-an-interview-or-additional-letters-of-recommendation-affect-my-chances-of-being-admitted-from-the-waiting-list/
https://www.admissionblog.usc.edu/p/i-was-deferred-to-regular-decision-bbb
https://admission.virginia.edu/waitlist
https://www.ivywise.com/ivywise-knowledgebase/resources/article/evaluating-school-fit-to-build-your-balanced-college-list/
https://www.ivywise.com/blog/
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Why you were denied                                                             
W RITTEN BY  J O N  B O E C K E N ST ED T                       D E C E M B ER  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2  

 
Some early decision admission decisions are rolling in, from the sound of things. And the annual 
understandable confusion from parents, counselors, and students rolls in right behind them. 
Few of them, of course, are questioning or complaining about acceptances; it’s the denials (also 
called “rejections”) that cause the stress and strain. 

(Disclaimer: You know which colleges we’re talking about here. We’re not talking these 69 major 
research universities established by the Morrill Act in 1862 that have admit rates of at least 60% 
and enrolled well over 200,000 first-year students in 2021.)  

We’re talking about the colleges everyone loves to talk about. You know the ones. Those of us 
who sit on stage at high school events where stressed parents (and by osmosis, their stressed 
children) ask questions like, “What do colleges want, anyway?” or “Why is it so hard to get into 
<insert college not listed above>?” We know too. 

I’m reminded of this every time a counselor on a discussion list I subscribe to starts a question 
with, “How do colleges feel about…”. Colleges, collectively, of course, have very few consensus 
opinions about things. That’s both the good and the bad thing about American higher educa-
tion. We’re all different. 

I’m also reminded of a colleague of mine who hired a consultant to help with her son’s college 
application chances. “Our consultant told my son that <college not listed above> likes entrepre-
neurial students, so she advised him to start a business.” This, of course, is a great example of 
how Campbell’s Law manifests itself: Chasing that elusive slot, parents and students try to make 
themselves look like what colleges say they really want. This, of course, gives parents and stu-
dents the illusion that they are in control. 

I have bad news for you. In college admissions at the colleges not listed above, your ability to 
control things is far less than you think. Let’s take a look at things you can’t control: 

Who reads your file: The admissions office may have dozens (or more) first readers, who have a 
big say in what happens to your file. That person is human, and subject to all the biases and 
random events of life that affect attitude on any given day. The day your file pops up for a 
read, they could have gotten a nice acknowledgement from a boss; or their dog might have 
died. They might really like your sarcastic and ironic take on things; or it might cause them to 
stop reading your file before finishing your essay. 

When your file gets read: Your file might pop up after the application of the student who cured 
cancer. Or the one who submitted the worst essay of the year. It might get read at 10 am on 
a Tuesday, or 4pm on a Friday, with dozens more to read before the reader can knock off for 
the weekend. Context matters.                                                                    

                                                                                                                                               ...continued  

https://jonboeckenstedt.net/author/jboecken/
https://jonboeckenstedt.net/2022/12/13/why-you-were-denied/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campbell%27s_law
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                       ...continued 
              

What other people say about you: Your letters of recommendation might not be glowing, even 
though the teacher who submitted it thought it was great. When I worked at Grinnell, a stu-
dent from Iowa had a teacher write that “she’s not afraid to ask questions if she doesn’t un-
derstand the content.” Anyone from Iowa would recognize that as a compliment, but if 
you’re not from Iowa, let me translate it: “Although you can tell from her academic record 
that this student is the best our high school has produced in years, she is nonetheless still 
blessed with that humbleness we expect. She doesn’t think she’s better than her class-
mates.” One faculty member (a native of Brooklyn–the one in New York, not the one ten 
miles from Grinnell) read this and said, “Clearly, this student is sort of slow on the uptake.” 

Whether you were born with an athletics gene: A letter from the coach of the college basket-
ball team saying, “This student will be a starter from year one” gives you an incredible–
literally, incredible–boost. (And this is not diminishing the work that athletes put in, of 
course.) 

Where your parents went to college: Children of alumni get preferential treatment at many col-
leges. Many colleges think this is fine, because it’s always been that way. Others (including 
me) think this is unfair. If your parents chose poorly 30 years ago, you can’t help it. 

Whether your grandparents have their name on a building on campus: If your name is Barney 
Rubble VI, and the library is named “The Betty and Barney Rubble IV Memorial Library,” your 
file will get a lot of attention, even before the Advancement Office signs the deal on the Peb-
bles and Bam-Bam Rubble Recreation Center. Yes, Bam-Bam was actually named Barney 
Rubble V, and he and Pebbles did marry after the series ended. 

The college’s preferences: At some colleges, standardized tests are still important, even if the 
college reluctantly went test optional during the pandemic. At some of those institutions, 
submitting tests can hurt you; at others, not submitting tests can hurt you. And you have no 
way of knowing this or predicting which college is which (unless they come out and say it, 
like MIT and Purdue have done recently by re-instating testing requirements for Fall, 2024 
admission. It’s not an approach I agree with, but it’s better than colleges who claim to be 
test-optional but still like tests.) 

How a college views that choice you made in your senior schedule: I was once on stage at a 
New England prep school, and a student said she would graduate seven AP courses, but was 
worried that if she took a pottery course she really wanted to take, she couldn’t take the 
eighth. She wanted to know how her “top choice” might react to that, and what she should 
do. I thought about it for a moment and suggested that she ask the question differently: “If 
your top choice doesn’t value your decision, why do you think it should be your top choice?” 
I don’t think she was satisfied. 

 
The lesson here is that you will probably never know why you were not admitted; it’s almost 
never one single factor. And you won’t know if you missed it by a hair or a country mile. It is 
perhaps a cruel but poignant lesson that will be repeated many times in your life. Sometimes 
things don’t go your way. And even when they don’t, they usually turn out just fine. 
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Link to sites 

https://www.goingmerry.com/counselor-resource-accepted-to-college-handout/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=unreg-counselors-feb-29&utm_term=unreg-counselors
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Find Michigan’s Career Outlook on the website:      
                                Michigan.gov  

https://milmi.org/_docs/publications/Hot50_Statewide_2030.pdf 

https://milmi.org/_docs/publications/Hot50_Statewide_2030.pdf
https://milmi.org/
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https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/x0a8c2e5f:about-official-sat-prep-on-khan-academy
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https://
www.parentingforcollege.com/2023/02/06/100-
college-prep-resources/

https://campustours.com/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/how-to-find-your-college-fit/college-search-step-by-step
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/how-to-find-your-college-fit/college-search-step-by-step
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/find-colleges/how-to-find-your-college-fit/college-search-step-by-step
https://www.collegedata.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
http://gocollege.com/
https://www.macrao.org/
https://xello.world/en/middle-and-high-school/
http://collegeresults.org/
https://www.petersons.com/
https://www.princetonreview.com/
https://www.usnews.com/education?int=top_nav_Education
https://act.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org
https://www.princetonreview.com/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://finaid.org/
https://www.nasfaa.org/
https://www.salliemae.com/
https://www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid/0,4636,7-372-86868---,00.html
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.cappex.com/scholarships
https://xello.world/en/middle-and-high-school/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/?id=JJJ0QQQ&action=JJJ1QQQ&page=JJJ2QQQ&name=JJJ3QQQ&f=JJJ4QQQ&url=JJJ5QQQ&email=JJJ6QQQ&type=JJJ7QQQ&file=JJJ8QQQ&title=JJJ9QQQ&code=JJJ10QQQ&q=JJJ11QQQ&user=JJJ12QQQ&token=JJJ13QQQ&t=JJJ14QQQ&c=JJJ15QQQ&data=JJJ16QQQ&mode=JJJ17QQQ
https://milmi.org/
https://www.parentingforcollege.com/2023/02/06/100-college-prep-resources/
https://www.parentingforcollege.com/2023/02/06/100-college-prep-resources/
https://www.parentingforcollege.com/2023/02/06/100-college-prep-resources/
https://pathfinder.mitalent.org/resources
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