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The interconnected nature of the 21st century requires students to develop advanced
literacy skills across various disciplines and apply them not only to written texts and spoken
language, but also to graphics and technological communications.

The district’s instruction program for English/language arts uses scientifically based reading
instruction in prekindergarten through fifth grade to ensure that all students can read, write,
speak, listen, comprehend, and use language effectively in increasingly diverse ways with
increasingly diverse audiences. The program also provides instruction in cursive writing to
ensure students can create readable documents through legible handwriting by the end of
the fifth grade.

By implementing state academic standards, students will achieve college and career
readiness by becoming active, critical, and creative language users who can comprehend,
interpret, evaluate, analyze, and appreciate information.

In accordance with state law and state standards, the district will develop and implement a
comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan for prekindergarten through 12th grade.
The plan will include a curriculum that teaches skills and content aligned with the science of
reading, structured literacy, and foundational literacy skills in elementary and secondary
English/language arts classrooms.

In addition, the plan will do the following:

e include a system for helping parents understand how to support students as readers
at home

e document scientifically based interventions provided to students who have failed to
demonstrate grade level reading proficiency

e monitoring of reading achievement and growth at the classroom, school, and district
levels

e plan for training teachers in the science of reading, structured literacy, and
foundational literacy skills

Reading proficiency plan implementation

Schools serving students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade will develop an
implementation plan aligned with the district reading proficiency plan in accordance with
state law and state standards. The school implementation plan will be submitted to the
district and posted on the school website prior to the beginning of each school year. This
will also apply to schools serving students in sixth through eighth grade with fifty percent or
more of students scoring at the lowest achievement level on the statewide summative
assessment.
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Legal references:
A. SC Code of laws, 1976, as amended:

a. Section 59-29-15 — Back to Basics in Education Act of 2014.
b. Section 59-155-10, et seq. — South Carolina Read to Succeed Act of 2014.
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