
Who Learns ASL?  
ASL classes are held not only in every state in 
the USA, but also across Canada, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. In the USA, ASL is the world 

language of choice for many students from 
kindergarten through college. The Modern 
Language Association reports that ASL 
enrollment at the college level continues to grow 
faster than any other language, and the National 
K-12 Foreign Langauge Enrollment Survey shows 
more students are taking or are interested in 
taking ASL than most other languages combined. 


ASL is the 3rd most-studied 
world language in the USA.

Isn’t ASL Easy?  
Don’t Be Misled 

ASL is as challenging to learn as is any other 
spoken language. It’s not an “easy” language for 
most students. If you struggled to learn Spanish 
or French, then you will probably struggle to 
learn ASL. That’s because ASL is just like any 
other world language - it has its own structure 
and grammar, has different ways of phrasing 
things than English does, and requires you to 
push yourself. 


And That’s Just the Beginning! 

ASL is very different from English or any other 
spoken language. You use your hands, your face, 
your lips, your shoulders, and even the space 
around you to communicate, but you won’t make 
a sound! 


Learning ASL means you will be able to 
communicate in 3-D, so rather than telling about 
a movie, you’ll be able to show the movie itself. 
Try doing that in a spoken language! 


ASL Will Challenge You

Taking ASL as a 
World Language 
What students, parents, school 
administrators, and guidance 

counselors should know   
about ASL. 

Sources: MLA Enrollment Report (2018); FLE Report (2017). 

You will be expected not to use your 
voice while inside the ASL classroom.  

You will be expected to maintain constant 
eye contact with your peers and teacher. 
Not keeping eye contact is the same as 
plugging your ears in a spoken language 
class!

You will spend a lot of time filming 
yourself signing and appearing on 
camera, so don’t be shy! 



Get started in ASL by 
fingerspelling your name! 

Have an Advantage 
Over Other Applicants 

Unlike most other 
spoken languages, 
learning ASL means you 
can communicate with 
friends, neighbors, and 
on the job without 
leaving town!

International Use? 

You’d be surprised how 
your ASL proficiency 
can be used in foreign 
countries. The Peace 
Corps looks for people 
who know ASL every 
year, to serve all over 
the world!

Does ASL Count for College? 
Yes, it does. Contrary to widespread belief, taking 
ASL does not harm college acceptance rates. 
Check www.aslcollege.com to see college 
admissions policies regarding ASL for every 
institution in the USA. 

Is Knowing ASL Useful?  
Yes!! 

ASL is more than becoming a teacher of the Deaf 
or an interpreter. ASL proficiency opens the 
doors to jobs where a person will interact with 
the general public. Think of all the different jobs 
that require talking to people, and you’ll see how 
useful ASL can be: 


Police. Fire department. Store clerk. Attorney. 
Doctor. Nurse. Physical trainer. Teacher. 
Restaurant server. Customer service 
representative. General manager. Federal, 
state, and local government. Education. 
Accountant. Hospital aide. Retail sales. 
Receptionist. Home health aide. Childcare 
worker. Military. Bank teller. Management. 
Electrician. Software developer. Financial 
planner. Correctional officer. Coffee shop 
staff. Human resources. Hairdresser. Labor 
relations specialist. Mechanic. Pharmacist. 
Dentist. Engineer. Therapist. And many more! 

The Fine Print 
The world of IEPs and ASL 

ASL might not be the best decision for a student 
with IEP needs, including:


- Auditory input. ASL classes are taught in ASL, 
which means there is no spoken language 
used in the classroom. 


- Dysgraphia. Those with writing problems will 
struggle in ASL, where glossing (ASL written 
form) may be a key portion of the curriculum.


-  Attention deficits. Prolongued visual attention 
and attention to detail is a fundamental part of 
learning ASL. 

Survival Tips 
- English and ASL are separate, different 

languages. It’s more than learning a sign for 
each English word! 

- Sit in a circle if possible, rather than rows of 
desks. This way, students can see the 
teacher and each other communicate.  

- Don’t freak out that you can’t speak English. 
You will learn how to communicate in ASL 
by using it every day in the classroom.  

- Meet Deaf people and show off your ASL 
skills! 
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