
Back to School Immunizations

Children attending any childcare facility, pre-kindergarten, Head Start program, nursery, or

school in Georgia are required to have Form 3231 on file. This includes public and private

operations and all enterprises, educational programs, and institutions involved in the care,

supervision, or instruction of children. Certificates are required for all children through grade

12.

■ Immunization Requirements for Georgia Child Care and School Attendance

7th Grade Immunization Requirements

In Georgia, all children born on or after January 1, 2002, who are attending seventh grade, and

children who are new entrants into a Georgia school in grades eight through twelve, must have

received one dose of Tdap vaccine and one dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine to fulfill

immunization requirements.

11th Grade Immunization Requirements

Before starting the school year, all students entering or transferring into 11th grade will need

proof of a meningococcal booster shot (MCV4), unless their first dose was received on or after

their 16th birthday. Meningococcal disease is a serious bacterial illness that affects the brain

and the spinal cord. Meningitis can cause shock, coma, and death within hours of the first

symptoms. To help protect your children and others from meningitis, Georgia law requires

students be vaccinated against this disease, unless the child has an exemption.

Religious Exemption

In the state of Georgia, if there is a religious objection to the vaccination of a child, a completed

affidavit on Form 2208 is required. After completion of the affidavit, the parent or legal

guardian must have the form filed with the school or childcare facility the child will be attending

as legal documentation of exemption from the required immunizations mentioned above.

https://dph.georgia.gov/document/form/blank3231sample2020pdf/download
https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/summary-chart-3231req-rev04222021-finalpdf/download
https://dph.georgia.gov/media/80116/download


In the event an epidemic or threat of epidemic is determined, please refer to the DPH Rules and

Regulations for Schools and Childcare Facilities, Chapter 511-2-2 document below for additional

information.

Laws and Regulations

■ Official Code of Georgia Annotated O.C.G.A. § 20-2-771 - Requirements for Attendance

at Child Care/School Facilities and Certification of Immunizations

■ DPH Rules and Regulations for Schools and Childcare Facilities, Chapter 511-2-2

Copied from https://dph.georgia.gov/schoolvaccines

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1635c551-9e15-4659-a38f-d121868c45de&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6348-FW31-DYB7-W15Y-00008-00&pdcontentcomponentid=234186&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ecomp=6s65kkk&earg=sr0&prid=d335fb9e-9179-4498-be87-fa9b6fbfda48
https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/dph-rules-and-regulations-schools-and-childcare-facilities-chapter-511-2-2/download

