
Transitioning to 

Standards Based 

Grading



Understanding the New System

Tonight’s goal is to explore how this system 

provides a more accurate and meaningful 

assessment of student progress and what to 

expect moving forward.



Why Shift to Standards Based Grading?

Provides clear 
feedback on 

strengths and 
areas for growth

Focuses on 
student learning 

and skill 
development

Standards Based Grading focuses on a student’s mastery of specific New 

Jersey learning standards rather than averaging performance across 

different types of assignments.



What is different



1. 2.

4.

Major Shifts

Trimesters
• First Reporting Date 12/13/24

• Second Reporting Date 3/13/25

• Final Reporting Date 6/18/25

No Numerical Averages

Rubrics 3. Performance Levels



Performance Levels
NS - Not 
Meeting 

Standard

AS - 
Approaching 

Standard

MS - Meeting 
Standard

ES-Exceeding 
Standard

Student 

demonstrates 

limited 

understanding of 

skills and concepts 

requiring significant 

teacher support

Student 

demonstrates 

partial or 

inconsistent 

understanding of 

skills and concepts 

requiring moderate 

teacher support 

Student 

demonstrates 

general 

understanding of 

skills and concepts 

with little to no 

teacher support

Student 

demonstrates 

consistent 

understanding of 

skills and 

applications beyond 

what is taught with 

distinction



NS AS MS ES

    Significant Support            Moderate Support               No Support                Beyond what is taught



NS

AS

MS

ES



Rubrics
• Teachers will utilize rubrics to evaluate a student’s progress 

toward mastering each skill.

• Teachers will collect data to determine a student’s progress 

and identify areas of strength and those that require further 

instructions.

• Rubrics are standardized for each grade level and subject area.

• Creates consistency across the district in assessing learning 

goals that are aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards.



1st Grade Math Rubric Example



4th Grade Language Arts Rubric Example



So How are Students 

Assessed



Student’s are assessed regularly 
through task assessments.  

These have been specifically 

designed to align to the 
standards and the rubrics to 

determine a students’ ability to 

demonstrate mastery of the 

particular standard.



Second Grade Task Assessment and Rubric



DETAILS ABOUT GRADING

Once a student 

earns a meeting 

standard (Mastery) 

and can 

demonstrate the 

content 

consistently, 

assessment can 

stop

Grades do not reflect:

•  zeros, 

• being absent

• late work

• incomplete work.  

These are behaviors the 

teachers should address 

separately and should 

not be a measure of 

mastery

Give students 

plenty of “risk-free” 

practice before 

assessing formally.

Students are 

reassessed 

continually if they 

are not at mastery



HOMEWORK IN A STANDARDS BASED 
SYSTEM

Homework on newly 

taught standards is 

considered practice, 

and should be marked 

so, and comments 

should be added to let 

the student and 

parents know how the 

student performed

Grades are not awarded 

simply for completion.  

Homework completion 

can be part of the 

behaviors that support 

learning targets

Homework is 

still assigned 

and considered 

an integral part 

of the learning 

process

Homework is not 
graded unless it 
is assigned after 
a standard has 

been taught and 
practiced.

 



Student Standard:  Write an 
alternate ending for a 

story

Standard:  Identify how the 
author uses different 

elements to enhance theme

Standard:  Compare and Contrast 
author's purpose in two texts

Student Approaching Approaching Approaching

Student 2 Meeting Meeting Meeting

Student 3 Meeting Exceeding Meeting

Student 4 Meeting Approaching Approaching



• Standard based grading does not translate to 
traditional grading.  An exceeding standard 
(ES) does not mean an A or 95%

• Every student is expected to earn a Meeting 
Standard (MS) on each grade level standard.  
Teachers will work with students through 
reteaching and reassessing

• Any questions should first be directed to your 
child’s teacher.

FINAL THOUGHTS



Questions?


