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Policy Code: IHA Grading System

Policy:
GRADING AND ASSESSMENT

The evaluation of student progress is a continuous responsibility of each member of the professional staff and requires the highest professional skill. The primary purpose of the grading
system is to provide students and parents with a composite statement of educational progress in a specified period of time for the student in selected areas of learning. The administration
shall issue regulations to ensure that the grading system is uniform throughout the school system at the primary, elementary, middle, and high school levels. The grading/assessment system
shall conform to the following guidelines:

1. Official reporting of grades shall be on a nine-week basis. Progress reports are issued to every student every 4 V: weeks.

2. Grades shall reflect a student’s progress in meeting the objectives of a course through a variety of evaluative measures, i.¢., text assignments (oral and written); class participation:
special projects and assignments; research; various activities; special contributions; and tests, checklists, and quizzes.

3. The receiving school shall aceept transfer grades provided that the course taken is compatible with local and state regulations. The principal, or designee, shall have the authority to
interpret and translate transfer grades into the district’s grading system.

4, Grades shall be maintained numerically by the teacher and reported as a numerical grade for grades second through twelve,

5. In reporting student grades for second grade and third grade, students will receive numerical grades for reading, language, and
math. Students will receive non-point grades for social studies and science subjects (S= Satisfactory, N= Needs Improvement, U=

Unsatisfactory).

6. Teachers shall maintain accurate records that reveal how they have determined each student’s grades.

7. A uniform method of determining the weight or value of different types of assignments/activities shall be devised for computing the term average, semester average, and final grade
in all courses,

8. Any grade below 60 (for middle and high schools) or below 65 for elementary schools the teacher must show teacher support team documentation with a portfolio of interventions
that address the student’s deficiencies.

9. Cheating is prohibited, and the student caught cheating will receive a zero. Parents will be notified that day by the teacher and the school.

10. All grades in the Canton Public School District shall be recorded and reported on the proper forms approved by the district. Absences. conduct, and behavioral grades will be

reported independently from academic achievement. Grades shall be issued each nine weeks (4 times per year) in all classes and in all schools. Grading scales will be uniform
throughout the district at the middle and high school and at all elementary schools.

Elementary School Grading Scale

Grade Non-Point Grade Numerical Grade Description
A E 90-100 Excellent
B S 80-89 Satisfactory
C IN 70-79 Improvement Needed
D 65-69 Unsatisfactory
F F 64 and below Failure

Middle School and High School Grading Scale

Grade Numerical Value Description
A 90-100 Excellent
B 80-89 Above Average Work
[of 70-79 Average Work
D 60-69 Below Average
F 59 and below Failing Work

11. Students in the Canton Public School District Elementary Schools are recognized as High Honor Roll scholars when a grade of A (90-100) is
earned in each core academic class. Grades earned in non-academic classes (i.c. counseling, library, music, art, P.E., and computer) will not be used to
determine students” eligibility for High Honor Roll status.

12. Students in Canton Public School District Elementary Schools are recognized as Honor Roll scholars when grades of A (90-100) and B (80-89) are
earned in each core academic class. Grades earned in non-academic classes (i.e. counseling, library, music, art, P.E., and computer) will not be used to
determine students’ eligibility for Honor Roll status.
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13. Students shall also receive numerical grades for ancillary instructional programs including but not limited to Saturday School, Extended School Year,
and Summer Reading. These grades will be calculated as daily grades.

14. In reporting student grades for students in kindergarten and first grade, teachers will use a combination of parent conferences, progress
reports, and a Standards Based Performance Report Card, which indicate the achievement of students in mastering the concepts and skills
appropriate to those levels. Students in grades Kindergarten and First Grade students will not receive numerical grades for reading, language,
math, science, and social studies. Students will receive non-point grades in these subjects (M= Mastery, P= Making Progress Toward Mastery,
I=Improvement Needed, and U= Unsatisfactory).

15. Students in Kindergarten, first, and second must meet the minimum mastery of academic skills.

A monthly progress report will be used to communicate the independent reading levels of students as measured by Renaissance STAR
Reading.

16. Parents/legal guardians will be notified of unsatisfactory work. If student does not show improvement at the end of the first semester, the
parent/legal guardian will be notified every 30 days of their academic progress. Parents will be notified approximately 30 days before the end
of school year if the student may be retained. A parent conference is to be scheduled and documented each notification.

Teacher Support Team

Each school must have a Teacher Support Team (TST) implemented in accordance with process developed by the MDE. The Teacher Support
Team (TST), which operates under the jurisdiction of the principal, is the problem-solving unit responsible for interventions developed at Tier
1L

The Canton Public School District adheres to the Mississippi Department of Education guidelines regarding certain mandatory referrals to
TST. Failure to make adequate progress following Tier I and Tier 11, students will be referred to the TST if any of the following events occur:

A. Students in grades 1-3 who have failed one (1) grade;

B. Studeants in grades 4-12 who have failed two (2) grades;

C. Students who failed cither preceding two (2) grades and have been suspended or expelled for more than 20 days in the cumrent school year;
D. Students scoring at the Minimal and Basic Levels on the Grade 3 Language Arts assessment;

E. A student is promoted from grade 3 to 4 under a good cause exemption of the Literacy-Based Promotion Act. Referrals to the TST must be
made within the first twenty (20) days of a school year if the student meets any of the criteria A-E stated above.

Any student suspected of having a disability or experiencing significant academic and /or behavioral difficulties should be referred to the
school’s TST for review. If a student’s parents request an evaluation for their child, that student should be referred to the TST. The TST
procedures should be followed whether a teacher or a parent makes the referral. The student’s information will be reviewed by the school
TST for the purpose of designing effective interventions and making appropriate recommendations for the student. Written documentation of
the request made, the information reviewed, and the decisions/recommendations of the TST must be kept on file at the school. Student
Interventions must address:

1. The student’s specific, diagnosed skill deficiencies as determined (or identified) by diagnostic assessment data;

2. The goals and benchmarks for growth;

3. How progress will be monitored and evaluated;

4, The type of instruction services and interventions the student will receive;

5. The evidence-based reading instructional programming the teacher will use to provide reading instruction, addressing the areas of
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension;

. The strategies the student's parents are encouraged to use in assisting the student to achieve reading competency; and

. Any additional services the teacher deems available and appropriate to accelerate the student's reading development.

N o

Promotion and Retention Criteria for Elementary Schools

Kindergarten
Kindergarten students must master 70% of the reading/language arts and mathematics standards.

Grade 1
First grade students must master 70% of the reading/language arts and mathematics standards.

Grade 2
Second grade students must pass reading, language arts, and Mathematics with a yearly average of 65 (D) or above.

Grade 3

Third grade students must pass reading, language arts and mathematics with a yearly average of 65 (D) or above and satisfy the
requirements for the Literacy-Based Promotion Act (LBPA). The yearly average shall be determined by averaging the two semester
numerical grades.

Grade 4 and 5
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Fourth and fifth grade students must pass reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science with a yearly average of 65 (D)
or above. The yearly average shall be determined by averaging the two semester numerical grades.

Grades 6-8: Students must pass the following core content courses to be promoted to the next grade: 6™ -8 English Language Arts, 6% -8 Mathematics, 6th -8t Science, and

6% .7t Social Studies. Eighth grade students may be promoted to the 9% grade without passing 8t grade Social Studies because it is credit-based; However, not passing this credit-based
course could result in students not graduating on time if the credits are not recovered. If Algebra I is offered in 8! grade, students can be promoted to the 9 grade without passing Algebra [
because it is credit-based; however, not passing this credit-based course could result in students not graduating on time if the credit is not recovered.

Classification for grades 9t _12th is based upon satisfactory completion of required eredit hours at each grade level as determined by the Mississippi Department of Education.
Grading Changes

(1) No school board member, school superintendent, assistant superintendent, principal, guidance counselor, other teachers, coaches, or other
administrative staff members of the school or the central staff of a local school board shall attempt, directly or indirectly, to change. alter, or otherwise
affect the grade received by a student from his/her teacher.

(2) (a) A teacher's determination of a student's grade as a measure of the academic achievement or proficiency of the student shall not be altered or
changed in any manner by any school official or employee other than the teacher.

(b) A school official or employee having authority provided under formally adopted written rules and procedures adopted by the local school board to
change a student's grade can take such action only upon it being determined that the grade is an error or that the grade is demonstrably inconsistent with
the teacher's grading policy.

(3) Any local school district or personnel employed by the school district who violates the provisions of the law shall cause the local school district or
school to be subject to losing its accreditation in the manner determined by the policies and procedures of the State Board of Education.

The grading system shall be included in all student handbooks.

The superintendent or designee shall establish procedures to support this policy.
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HOMEWORK

Philosophy
The purposes of homework include the following: to enhance students’ achievement; to help students become self-

directed, responsible, and independent learners; and, to communicate with families about what is happening in the
classroom. Homework is a shared responsibility among the student, teacher, and family. In compliance with Board
Policy, homework counts for 10% of a student’s grade in a course.

Parents can expect homework to be
*  Planned and well organized by the teacher.
= Consistent with the needs and abilities of students.
*  Purposeful to students.

*  Reviewed with feedback given to students in a timely manner.

Homework may be assigned to be completed outside of the school day for

*  Practice and Review — to help students consolidate and master specific content, skills,
and processes which have been presented in class.

= Preparation — to help students gain the maximum benefits from future lessons.

=  Extension — to provide students with opportunities to transfer specific processes or
concepts to new situations.

*  Creativity — to require students to integrate many concepts, skills, and processes in
order to produce original responses.

MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORTS
Mid-term progress reports will be issued three times each school year as scheduled on the district calendar.
Progress reports will be given to students to take home with a duplicate kept by the school. Although an interim
evaluation may be issued at any time during the nine-week period if a student is in danger of failing, it is mandatory
that a mid-term progress report be sent home on the assigned date. It is the student’s responsibility to discuss the
report with parents. Teachers may require the return of the report with the affixed signature of a parent.

REPORT CARDS
Report cards will be issued four times each school year. Parent/Teacher Conference times will be set throughout the
school year to discuss student progress.

EXPLANATION OF GRADES
Kindergarten Numerical Grading Scale (1% - 5'")
E = Excellent 90 -100 A = Excellent
S = Satisfactory 80-90 B = Satisfactory
IN = Improvement Needed 70-79 C =Improvement Needed
U = Unsatisfactory 65 —69 D = Unsatisfactory
F = Failure 64 & below F = Failure
HONOR ROLL

Canton Public Schools promotes and supports individual achievement. A list of distinguished scholars (honor roll
students) will be published each nine-week grading period. To recognize academic achievement, two honor groups
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