
 

 

MANHASSET UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  Manhasset, New York 11030 

    Board MEETING Minutes 

October 24, 2024 
District Office/Community Room 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Steve Panzik, President, Nadia Giannopoulos, Marianna Bruno, and Maria Pescatore, 

Trustees   

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT:  Ted Post 

 
STUDENT DELEGATE PRESENT:  None 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Gaurav Passi, Superintendent of 

Schools; Dr. Sam Gergis, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations, Dr. 

Rebecca Chowske, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and 
Dina Maggiacomo, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

 
Tenure Recognition 

  

Marissa Alamo 
Ryan Aliperti 

Sarah Castellano 

Denisse Catano 

Kristina Didyk 

Gregory DiGiacomo 
Gavin Gandulla 

Barbara Krugman 

Christine Linbrunner 

Victoria Maione 

Samantha Meyer 

Kristin Mulholland 
Kerry Neubert 

Mary Pagonis 

Margaret Ronai 

Emily Shank 

Maria Spathis 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:13 PM 

 

 

 



 

 

A. Meeting Called to Order 

 
 

B. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Board of Education hereby approves the minutes of the September 26, 2024 

Board Meeting. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

C. Student Matters and Curriculum 
 
1. Superintendent's Report 

  

 Dr. Gaurav Passi 
 

2. Student Delegate's Report 

  

 None 

 
D. Presentations 

 

1. Elementary Data Presentation 

 

  Rebecca Chowske 
  Ryan Aliperti 

  Brendan McGowan 

  Lauren Tallarine 

  Jessica Zimmer 

 
E. Regular Agenda - Amended 

 

1. Policy Review 

Third Reading   

 0115R  Student Harassment and Bullying Prevention and Intervention Regulation 

 5030.1  Student Complaints and Grievances  

 5030.1.R  Student Complaints and Grievances Regulations 

 

Under review 

 
2. Approval of Agreement with Center for Forensic and Clinical 

Psychology, P.C. 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the Manhasset Union Free School District and the Center for Forensic 

and Clinical Psychology, P.C. for Behavioral Threat Assessment and Management 
Training implement a clinical education program in the District therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

hereby approves the Service Agreement  with the Center for Forensic and Clinical 

Psychology, P.C.; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education hereby authorizes the Board President to 

execute said contract on behalf of the Board. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

3. Resolution to Approve Settlement Agreement 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School 

District hereby approves the terms and conditions of the Stipulation of Settlement 

and Discontinuance, dated October 24, 2024, resolving the pending litigation 

between the District and the parents of a student named in Confidential Attachment 

”A.” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President of the Board is authorized to execute 

the Stipulation of Settlement and Discontinuance on its behalf. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos 

NO: Steven Panzik 

 

 

4. Board Discussion and Committee Reports 

1. Audit Committee 
2. CAC Finance 
3. MAAC (Athletics) 
4. School Community Association (SCA) 

5. Tower Foundation 
6. PASE (Special Education) 
7. CASA 
8. Economic Opportunity Center (EOC) 

 

 

F. Personnel 
 

1. Resolution to Approve the Personnel Schedule 
 



 

 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free 
School District (“Board”) hereby approves the attached personnel schedule dated 

October 24, 2024, for Instructional and Non-instructional personnel in accordance 

with their appropriate collective bargaining and/or individual personnel agreements. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

2. Resolution to Approve Memorandum of Agreement 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union 

Free School District (“Board”) approves the terms of a Memorandum of Agreement 

dated October 7, 2024 between the Board and the Manhasset Education Association 

(“Association”) with respect to the terms and condition of employment for the 

members of the bargaining unit represented by the Association; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent of Schools be authorized to 

execute the resulting collective bargaining agreement on behalf of the Board. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

3. Approval of Appointment of Dr. Michael Schwartz as Medical 

Inspector 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that Dr. Michael Schwartz be appointed to serve as a 

medical inspector for the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School 

District pursuant to Education Law Section 913; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 913 of the Education Law, the 

individual referred to in the Confidential Attachment “A” is directed to report for a 

medical examination in order to determine the capacity of such person to perform 

his/her duties as an employee of the Manhasset Union Free School District, the said 

medical examination to be before Dr. Schwartz at his office located at 150 
Broadhollow Road, Suite 204, Melville, New York 11747 or via telehealth 

communication, and at such other times as shall be deemed necessary to complete 

said evaluation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said individual is directed to produce at said 
medical examination any and all medical records related to the present state of 

his/her health. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik. 



 

 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 
 

 

 

G. Consent Agenda 
 

1. CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Minutes 

 
Upon recommendation of the CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Chairperson, the Board of 

Education hereby approves recommended placements, services, supports, and/or 

accommodations as recommended in CSE/CPSE/Section 504 meetings held on the 

dates so indicated in the Committee Recommendations for Board of Education 

Review with Details, dated October 24, 2024. 
  

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 
 

2. Approval of a DOL/DOR Special Education Services Contract 

 

The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education authorizes the 

Board President to execute a DOL/DOR Special Education Services Contract with the 

Locust Valley Central School District for a student from the Manhasset UFSD 
("District of Residence") who attends school in the Locust Valley CSD ("District of 

Location") and receives special education services from the Locust Valley CSD in 

the 2024-2025 school year. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 
Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

3. Approval of an Instructional Services Agreement 
 

The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education authorizes the 

Board President to execute an Instructional Services Agreement with Janine M. 

Esposito, in accordance with the IEP(s) of special education student(s) in the 2024-

2025 school year. 

  
Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 
4. Ratification of Conference Requests 



 

 

The Board of Education hereby ratifies the Conference Requests reviewed by the 

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction and approved by the 
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent for Business and Operations. 

That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

  

Motion by Steven Panzik. 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 
YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

 

5. Appointment of Member to the Manhasset Athletic Advisory 

Committee (MAAC) - Amended 
 

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District hereby 

appoints Christian Camera and Markella Maliagros to the Manhasset Athletic 

Advisory Committee (MAAC) for the term July 1, 2024 until June 30. 2027.That the 

consent agenda be unanimously approved. 
  

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 
 

6. Approval of Agreement with Hofstra 

 

WHEREAS, the Manhasset Union Free School District and Hofstra University desire 

to cooperate with one another to implement a clinical education program in the 

District for the 2024-25 school year in which participating District teachers will 
mentor Hofstra student-teachers seeking certification in early childhood/ childhood, 

secondary, K-12, and special education; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School 

District hereby approves the Memorandum of Understanding with Hofstra University 
for that purpose; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education hereby authorizes the Board President to 

execute said contract on behalf of the Board. 

 
Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 
 

7. Approval of Hold Harmless Agreement with Adelphi University 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the Manhasset Union Free School District and ADELPHI UNIVERSITY 

desire to cooperate with one another to develop and establish a clinical education 
program for undergraduate and graduate students to receive training at the 

District’s schools; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

hereby approves the Hold Harmless Agreement with ADELPHI UNIVERSITY for that 
purpose; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education hereby authorizes the Board President to 

execute said contract on behalf of the Board. 

That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

  
Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 
8. Approval to Amend Board Meeting Dates 

 

Approval to Amend the Board of Education Meeting Dates to Include an Additional 

General Meeting on April 10, 2025.  

 
Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 

 

9. Approval of Overnight Field Trips and Excursions 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, upon the recommendation of the 

Superintendent of Schools and pursuant to Board Policy 4531 (Field Trips and 

Excursions), the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

(“Board”) hereby approves the following overnight field trip(s): NYSSMA Winter 
Conference, Rochester NY December 6, 2024  

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 
 

 

10. Resolution to Excess Equipment from the Secondary School 

Cafeteria and Munsey Park 

 
The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education has determined that 

the Turbo Chef oven, the yogurt machine (tag # 111831) and the flat top grill (tag 

#110228)locate in the secondary schools and a mill cooler (tag #20171313 ) in 

Munsey Park are obsolete and cannot be salvaged or utilized effectively or 



 

 

economically by the District, and authorizes the refrigerator to be discarded or 

donated in whatever way the District sees fit. 
That the consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

  

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 
 

 

11. Motion to Approve Consent Agenda 

 

The consent agenda be unanimously approved. 

 
 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Maria Pescatore, Nadia Giannopoulos, Steven Panzik 

 
 

H. Upcoming Items of Interest 
 

 
 

I. Open Time 
 

Public Comment 

 

J. Adjourn 
 
The Board of Education hereby adjourns the public session at 9:17 pm. 

 

Motion by Steven Panzik 

Final Resolution: MOTION APPROVED 

YES: Marianna Bruno, Nadia Giannopoulos, Maria Pescatore, Steven Panzik,  
 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Nicole M. Rosenberg, District Clerk 


