CONTINGENCIES

Students and staff who are outside of classrooms when
a Lockdown is announced should try to get into the
closest available classroom, or room with a door that can
be secured. In the event someone cannot get into a
room before doors are locked, they should be instructed
about other options. In this situation, students and staff
should be trained to hide or even evacuate themselves
away from the building or area. Students and staff should
receive training on where to go If they self-evacuate so
they can be safe and accounted for.

If during a Lockdown an additional hazard manifests in-
side the school such as a fire, flood, or hazmat incident,
then situational decisions must be made. There should
be discussions about reacting to a fire alarm if it is acti-
vated during a Lockdown. This may require following
additional directives of the SRP.

EXAMPLES OF LOCKDOWN CONDITIONS
The following are a few examples of when a school or
emergency dispatch might call for a Lockdown.

« Dangerous animal within a school building
* [ntruder

* An angry or violent parent or student

* Report of a weapon

* Active assailant

THE DURATION OF A LOCKDOWN

A guestion that occasionally arises is "How long does it
take to release a Lockdown?" The answer is, “That de-
pends, but probably longer than you want to hear.”

The Foundation has heard accounts of a Lockdown |ast-
ing for hours. In one case - a weapon report - the school
was in Lockdown for over three hours. In another - an
active assailant in the building - it took about an hour
after the issue was resolved for law enforcement to clear
the classrooms.

RED CARD/GREEN CARD

Red Card/Green Cards should NOT be used for a Lock-
down. Based on a number of tactical assessments, the
overwhelming consensus is that this practice provides
information to an intruder that there are potential targets
in that room.

LOCKDOWN

Locks, Lights, Out of Sight

CELL PHONES DURING A LOCKDOWN

It iz not uncommon for school administrators to ban cell
phone use during a Lockdown. Parent instincts may be
at odds with that ban. Often, one of the first things a
parent will do when there is a crisis in the school is text
or call their child.

In evaluating actual Lockdown events, the initial crisis
may only take minutes. After the threat is mitigated, Law
Enforcement typically clears the school one classroom at
a time. This process may take significant time. During
this time, both parents and students can reduce stress
through text communications. This also provides a class-
room management strategy. Selecting three or four stu-
dents at a time, a teacher may ask students to text their
parents with a message like this: “We're in Lockdown.
I'm okay and I'l update you every 5 minutes.” Gertainly, if
a threat is imminent, texting would be discouraged.

There is also an opportunity to ask the students to text
their parents with crafted messages as an event unfolds.
For example, “Pick me up at Lincoln Elementary in one
hour. Bring your 1D,” might be recommended for student-
parent reunification.

It may also be beneficial to have students turn off both
Wi-Fi and cellular data services in order to free up band-
width for first responders, while stil allowing SMS text
messaging.

EVACUATION

If an actua violent incident occurred, expect that the
building wil be evacuated by Law Enforcement since it
has become a crime scene.



