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You're Probably Ruining Relationships With This 
Passive-Aggressive Behavior 
Passive-aggressive behavior is a complex emotional response that can significantly impact relationships. It 
often manifests as an indirect expression of anger or frustration, rather than open communication. This
behavior can be particularly damaging in close relationships, where clear and honest dialogue is crucial. 

What is Passive-Aggressive Behavior?
Passive-aggressive behavior includes actions like 
sulking, giving the silent treatment, or making
sarcastic remarks instead of addressing issues
directly. This indirect approach can lead to
misunderstandings and resentment, as the
underlying feelings remain unaddressed. 

Common Traits: 
• Indirect communication 
• Avoidance of confrontation 
• Subtle expressions of anger 

The Roots of Passive-Aggressive Behavior
Understanding why someone might resort to passive-aggressive behavior is essential. Often, it stems from
fear of confrontation or a lack of effective communication skills. Individuals may have learned this behavior
in childhood or through past experiences where direct communication led to negative outcomes. 

Influencing Factors:
• Family dynamics 
• Cultural background
• Previous relationship experiences 

The Silent Treatment: A Common Form of Passive-Aggression
One of the most recognized forms of passive-aggressive behavior is the silent treatment. This involves
intentionally ignoring someone as a way to express discontent. While it may feel like a way to cope with
anger, it can have detrimental effects on relationships. 

The Mechanics of the Silent Treatment 
When someone opts for the silent treatment, they may believe they are protecting themselves or sending a
message about their feelings. However, this behavior often leads to confusion and frustration for the other 
party. 
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Key Characteristics:
• Withdrawal from communication 
• Lack of explanation for the silence
• An undefined duration of silence 

The Impact on Relationships
The silent treatment can create a power imbalance in relationships, leaving the other person feeling 
vulnerable and uncertain. This behavior can lead to increased tension and anxiety, as the ignored party 
may be left guessing about the reasons for the silence. 

Consequences:
• Heightened misunderstandings
• Increased emotional distance 
• Long-term resentment 

Why People Use the Silent Treatment
Understanding the motivations behind the silent treatment can help in addressing the behavior. Often, 
individuals resort to this tactic to elicit a reaction or to express their displeasure without direct confronta-
tion. 

Seeking Control
By withholding communication, individuals may feel they are regaining control over a situation that feels 
overwhelming. This can be an unconscious attempt to assert power in a relationship. 

Psychological Factors:
• Fear of vulnerability
• Desire for recognition of feelings
• Need for emotional safety 

The Illusion of Safety
While the silent treatment may provide temporary relief from conflict, it ultimately prevents the resolu-
tion of underlying issues. It can feel safer to withdraw than to confront difficult emotions, but this avoid-
ance can hinder personal growth and relationship development. 

Alternatives to the Silent Treatment 
Instead of resorting to passive-aggressive behaviors like the silent treatment, consider healthier commu-
nication strategies. These alternatives can foster understanding and strengthen relationships. 

Open Dialogue
Engaging in open conversations about feelings can help to alleviate tension. Expressing emotions direct-
ly allows both parties to understand each other better and work towards a resolution. 

Communication Tips:
• Use "I" statements to express feelings
• Avoid blaming language 
• Listen actively to the other person's perspective 

Setting Boundaries
Establishing clear boundaries can help manage expectations in relationships. Communicating your needs 
can prevent misunderstandings and reduce the likelihood of passive-aggressive behaviors. 
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Boundary Setting:
• Clearly define personal limits
• Communicate needs and expectations
• Respect the boundaries of others 

The Long-Term Effects of Passive-Aggressive 
Behavior 
Engaging in passive-aggressive behavior can have lasting
consequences on relationships. Over time, these behaviors
can erode trust and intimacy, making it challenging to
maintain healthy connections. 

Emotional Fallout 
Both parties may experience emotional distress as a result of passive-aggressive interactions. The person
on the receiving end may feel confused and hurt, while the individual exhibiting the behavior may
struggle with guilt and shame. 

Emotional Consequences:
• Increased anxiety and stress
• Feelings of isolation
• Erosion of self-esteem 

Relationship Dynamics
As passive-aggressive behaviors persist, they can alter the dynamics of a relationship. Trust may dimin-
ish, and partners may find themselves in a cycle of conflict and withdrawal. 

Impact on Dynamics:
• Increased conflict 
• Decreased emotional intimacy
• Potential for relationship breakdown 
• Recognizing Passive-Aggressive Patterns 

Identifying passive-aggressive behaviors in yourself and others is the first step toward change. Aware-
ness can help you address these patterns and work towards healthier interactions. 

Self-Reflection 
Take time to reflect on your communication style and emotional responses. Ask yourself if you tend to 
withdraw or avoid confrontation in difficult situations. 

Questions for Reflection:
• Do I often give others the silent treatment?
• How do I feel when I avoid direct communication? 
• What triggers my passive-aggressive responses? 

Observing Others
Pay attention to the communication styles of those around you. Recognizing passive-aggressive behav-
ior in others can help you navigate interactions more effectively. 

Signs to Look For:
• Indirect comments or sarcasm 
• Withdrawal from conversations 
• Unexplained changes in behavior 
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The Role of Empathy in Communication
Empathy is a crucial component of effective communication. Understanding the feelings and perspectives 
of others can help reduce passive-aggressive behaviors and foster healthier relationships. 

Building Empathy
Practicing empathy involves actively listening and validating the emotions of others. This can create a safe 
space for open dialogue and reduce misunderstandings. 

Empathy Practices:
• Listen without interruption 
• Acknowledge the other person's feelings 
• Avoid jumping to conclusions 

The Importance of Conflict Resolution Skills
Effective conflict resolution skills are essential for maintaining healthy relationships. Learning how to 
navigate disagreements can prevent passive-aggressive behaviors from taking root. 

Conflict Resolution Techniques:
• Stay calm and composed 
• Focus on the issue, not the person 
• Seek common ground and compromise 

Practicing Forgiveness
Forgiveness is a vital aspect of conflict resolution. Letting go of grudges and moving forward can help 
repair relationships and prevent passive-aggressive behaviors from resurfacing. 

Steps to Forgiveness:
• Acknowledge your feelings 
• Reflect on the situation 
• Choose to let go of resentment 

Seeking Professional Help
In some cases, passive-aggressive behavior may be deeply ingrained and difficult to change without 
external support. Seeking professional help can provide valuable insights and tools for improving com-
munication. 

Benefits of Therapy:
• Improved self-awareness 
• Enhanced communication skills 
• Support in navigating difficult emotions 
• Group Therapy and Support 

Participating in group therapy can provide individuals with a sense of community and shared experience. 
Hearing from others can help normalize feelings and encourage healthier communication patterns. 

A Commitment to Growth 
Ultimately, the journey toward healthier relationships requires commitment and effort. By prioritizing 
open dialogue and emotional honesty, individuals can break free from passive-aggressive cycles and 
build stronger, more fulfilling connections. 
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INGREDIENTS 

CHICKEN 
NOODLE SOUP 

• 4 boneless skinless chicken thighs, trimmed of all 
fat (about 1 pound total) 

• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
• 1 teaspoon olive oil 
• 1/2 cup onion, diced 
• 1/2 cup celery, diced 
• 1/2 cup carrots, peeled and sliced 
• 3 cloves garlic, minced 
• 4 cups low-sodium chicken broth 
• 2 dry bay leaves 
• black pepper, to taste 
• 1 cup egg noodles, (1 1/2 oz), 

or any other favorite noodle 
• parsley, optional for garnish 

Chicken noodle soup is more than just a meal; it’s a 
soothing remedy that evokes feelings of nostalgia. 
Whether enjoyed on a rainy evening or served as a 
comforting dish when you're not feeling your best, 
this soup has a unique ability to warm both the body 
and soul. 

HEALTH BENEFITS 
Not only is chicken noodle soup comforting, but it 
also offers numerous health benefits. The ingredients 
are packed with nutrients that can help boost your 
immune system. For instance, chicken is a good 
source of protein, while vegetables like carrots and 
celery provide vitamins and minerals essential for 
overall health. 

UNDERSTANDING BROTH VS. STOCK 
A common question when making soup is the 
difference between broth and stock. 

Key Differences 
• Broth: Typically made from meat and has a 

lighter flavor. 
• Stock: Made from bones, providing a richer, 

deeper flavor. 

Homemade stock is often preferred for its robust 
taste, but high-quality store-bought options are also 
available. If you're looking for extra protein, consider 

Nutrition Information 
Serving: 1 1/2 cups, Calories: 223 kcal, Carbohydrates: 13.5 g, 
Protein: 26.5 g, Fat: 6.5 g, Saturated Fat: 1.5 g, Cholesterol: 
117 mg, Sodium: 775.5 mg, Fiber: 1.5 g, Sugar: 3 g 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

HOW TO MAKE IT 
1. Season the chicken with salt. Heat a large pot or Dutch oven over medium high heat. 
2. Add the oil, onion, celery, carrot and garlic and sauté until soft, 5 minutes. 
3. Add the chicken, chicken broth, 1/4 cup water, bay leaves and 1/8 teaspoon black pepper. 
4. Bring to a boil over high heat, then cover and reduce to a simmer. Cook until the chicken 

shreds easily with a fork, about 35 minutes. 
5. Discard the bay leaves, coarsely shred the chicken with two forks and return to the soup, add 

the noodles and cook according to the package directions. Garnish with parsley and serve. 

STORING AND FREEZING YOUR SOUP 
Leftovers can be a lifesaver, and knowing how to store your chicken noodle soup properly 
ensures you have a comforting meal ready to go. 

REFRIGERATION 
Store any leftovers in an airtight container in the refrigerator for up to five days. 

FREEZING 
For longer storage, freeze your soup in a freezer-safe container. It can last up to three months 
without losing flavor. Using Souper Cubes can make portioning and thawing easier. 

Reference: SkinnyTaste 
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Featured Exercise ► Reverse Shoulder Stretch 

HOW TO DO IT: 
Stand tall with feet hip-distance apart. Interlace your fingers behind you, near your butt. 

• Keeping your back straight and shoulders down, push your arms up until you feel a stretch in your 
chest. 

• Hold for 15 to 30 seconds. Perform multiple rounds as needed to get to 30 to 60 seconds total. 

THE BENEFITS: 
This stretch helps open up your chest muscles as well as the front of your shoulders. 
Optional: Squeeze your shoulder blades together in this pose to engage the small muscles in your 
back that help improve your posture. 

Click here to view online! 

Regular exercise can help you control your weight, reduce your risk of heart disease, and strengthen your bones and muscles. 
But if it’s been awhile since you’ve exercised and you have health issues or concerns, it’s a good idea to talk to your doctor before 

Meet Ulliance Senior 
Wellness Account Manager 

starting a new exercise routine. 
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