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TOPICS
Purpose
• What is an Educational Specification
• What is the Process

Goals
• District Services Core Values
• Educational Specification Goals

Staff Survey

Focus Groups
• Space List and Definitions
• Site Test Fit
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PURPOSE

Definition:

Educational 
Specifications

School Facilities Planning 
California Department of 
Education

• Linking Design of School Facilities to 
the Educational Program

• Form follows function

• The school facility does more than 
house the program; it is part of the 
program

• Educational Specifications are the 
vehicle the architect uses to 
translate the curriculum and the 
instructional program into a 
beautiful, economical, functional, 
educational environment

What the Educational 
Specification will Define

• Space definitions

• Size, Quantity,  Utilities, 
Furnishing and Finishes

• Functional relationships between 
programs and uses

• Identification of space use 
efficiencies 
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THE PROCESS

Inclusive
Collaborative

Comprehensive
Visionary
Creative
Efficient
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GOALS

Incorporating 
the 

District 
Services Core 

Values

• Student Focused

• Genuine

• Committed

• Teamtastic-Team/Enthusiastic

• Pro-Pos-Professional and 
Positive
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GOALS

Educational 
Specifications 

Goals

Hamilton Unified School District is committed to providing physical 
environments that support teachers, staff and students. 

To this end, facilities need to provide:

∙ equal access to all

∙ comfortable, compassionate, welcoming environments and 
aesthetics

∙ spaces that enhance collaboration and embrace the Hamilton 
Community through transparency

∙ support for both college and career opportunities 

∙ flexibility for a variety of innovative, educational deliveries

∙ overall low-maintenance, environmentally sound and socially 
conscious through sustainable design

How will your schools follow 
through on your goals and 

philosophies?

What will the schools that 
accomplish these things 

look like?
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STAFF 
SURVEY
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STAFF 
SURVEY
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STAFF 
SURVEY

Current High School

Future High School
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STAFF 
SURVEY

Future High School
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STAFF
SURVEY

Future High School
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FOCUS 
GROUPS

∙ STEM
∙ CTE

o Science
o Agriculture
o Medical
o Power Equipment

∙ Learning Spaces - 21 st Century Learning
o Student -Led
o Open Layout-Moveable Walls
o Innovative
o Active Learning

∙ Outdoor Learning areas

∙ Administration
∙ Library
∙ Multipurpose/Food Service/Performances
∙ Sports/PE
∙ Club Activity
∙ Arts/Music
∙ Special Education

Spaces Definitions

Relationships 
Identified
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FOCUS 
GROUPS

Space Discussion 
Samples
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SITE TEST 
FIT

Site oriented 
“big picture” layouts 
on site to make 
sure the spaces fit 
and to identify         
adjacencies on site

OPTION A OPTION B

OPTION C OPTION D

OPTION E
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SITE TEST 
FIT

Site oriented 
“big picture” layouts 
on site to make 
sure the spaces fit 
and to identify         
adjacencies on site

OPTION F

OPTION G
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Thank you!


