Auguasl / Geplemben

Be sure your senior schedule is accurate to graduate on time and meet college requirements.

By now, you should have taken at least one ACT and/or SAT. Consider taking it again if you feel you can/need to
improve your score. Find a date and location and register for a test that works with your schedule.

Apply to IN-STATE colleges; pay attention to deadlines for honors programs and merit scholarships.

Attend Chaparral’s In-State College Night (usually sometime in September/October; watch for updates from the
College & Career Center)

Make sure your prospective college list is complete in Common App, and link with Major Clarity.

Check the college/career website frequently, listen to announcements and sign up for visits from college admissions
reps that visit Chaparral. Sign up book is at the front office near the counselor appointment books.

Complete your College Application Portfolio (CAP); verify with your counselor if they want a hard copy or digital
version submitted.

Personally ask 1-2 teachers for a formal letter of recommendation (LOR); preferably a teacher from your junior/senior
year.

Qctobern

Make an appointment with your counselor and bring your completed College Admission Portfolio (CAP); this
appointment should be AT LEAST 3 WEEKS BEFORE YOUR EARLIEST APP DEADLINE!

Students with an Early Decision (ED) or Early Action (EA) deadline should see their counselor immediately. You have
deadlines to meet!

For letters of recommendation, please give your teachers and counselors AT LEAST 3 WEEKS before your first
deadline.

File your FAFSA. In previous years, the FAFSA opened on Oct. 1 each year (but will open on Dec. 1st for the Class of
’25). www.studentaid.gov. Certain colleges will also have you fill out the CSS Profile; often required by schools to
determine the type of financial aid package you will receive.

Finalize your college essay. Ask your counselor, English teacher and parent/guardian to read it for editing and
proofreading.

Schedule college visits. Remember to send a thank you note to those admissions reps.

Nevembern

PAY ATTENTION TO ALL DEADLINES

Narrow down your list of college choices to about 3-9 schools

November 1-30; application submission for any University of California schools or Cal State schools
If necessary, schedule college interviews and visits. Remember to send a thank you note!

Recemberu

Finish college applications and submit them. Be sure to proofread again!
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http://www.studentaid.gov/

Update your Major Clarity account and your counselor on the schools to which you have applied. This information is
used to automatically send out any mid-year transcripts that some colleges require.

If you have ADDED A NEW COLLEGE application to your list, AND you need a letter of rec, you MUST let your counselor
know; Major Clarity does not notify your counselor if you add a college after the fact.

Schedule any remaining college interviews/visits.

Communication to/from the colleges with whom you applied will be on their student portals. You will likely have one
for each school in which you apply; for example, ASU’s is called “myASU.” Check your accounts often for important
information and required action tasks if necessary.

Jaunuauy

Finalize and submit any last applications by February deadlines.

Research national and state level scholarships. This is an ongoing process throughout your spring semester; Some
helpful websites include, Fast Web scholarships, Going Merry scholarships, College Board, Major Clarity, etc...
Become familiar with housing at the colleges you applied to, and housing deadlines; things fill up quickly!

Februowy

The guidance office automatically sends your mid-year transcript to all colleges you have indicated you applied to in
Major Clarity. BE SURE YOUR LIST IS ACCURATE IN COMMON APP & MAJOR CLARITY.

In-State colleges and community colleges are still visiting Chaparral; be sure to contact the college/career center with
any questions.

Monchv

Spring Break; review or revisit schools you have been admitted to before making a final decision if needed.

Check with the college and career center for any local scholarship applications.

Pay attention to the materials any colleges are sending you via email or mail. There are likely specific deadlines for
applying for housing or to sign up for an orientation. There may also be important information about financial aid!

Look for information on completing your Senior Survey. This is required for us to send your FINAL TRANSCRIPT, as
well as providing Chaparral and SUSD with statistical data that colleges require in evaluating students. As graduating
seniors, it’s your turn now to help pave the way for Future Firebirds!

Colleges, if they have not already done so, will notify you of their decisions.

Evaluate your financial aid package with the cost of attendance. Contact each college’s financial aid department if
you have any questions or concerns. Financial aid counselors at the colleges are great resources for information.
Determine the college you plan to attend and send in your enrollment deposit. Colleges cannot require a deposit or
commitment to attend prior to May 1. But by the May 1% postmarked date, you must inform every college of your
acceptance or rejection of the offer of admission and/or financial aid. Contact the respective school’s admissions rep
directly if you have any questions or concerns.

May 1°t-“National College Decision Day!” Notify your counselor and college/career center advisor of your college
decision, or decision of what your post-high school plans are.

Complete your Senior Survey; this must be completed by Senior Check-Out Day (before graduation). This is how we
know where to send your final transcript!

Graduation Day -YOU DID IT!

*Important* Final transcripts will be sent automatically to the college you will be attending, based on the information you
provide us with on your Senior Survey.
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