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Darkroom Photography 
Quarter 1 

Concept Essential 
Questions 

Skills, Strategies, 
Behaviors 

Content 
Connections 

Assessments 
(Formative and Summative) 

Resources 

• Darkroom 
Photography 

• History of 
Photography  

• Elements of Art 
Principles of Design 

• What is the 
purpose of the 
darkroom? 

• How do 
photographers care 
for equipment and 
maintain studio? 

• When and how do 
we encounter 
images in our 
world? 

• Understand and 
employ Elements 
of Art and 
Principles of 
Design 

• Composition 
• Exposure 
• Shutter Speed 
• Aperture 
• SLR Camera 
• Darkroom Safety 
• Darkroom 
• Pinhole Camera 
• Photograms 
• Film and Print 

development 
• Dry mounting 
• Filters 
• Dodging and 

Burning 
• Rule of Thirds 
• Leading Lines 

• Social Studies 
• History of 

Photography 
• Math 
• Science 
• English 
• Careers 

• Rubric Self-
Evaluation 

• Portfolio 
• Darkroom Projects 
• In-class Projects 
• Student 

Participation 
• Quizzes 
• Group Projects 
• Individual Projects 
• Exploratory 

Activities 
• Individual 

Critiques 
• Class Critiques 
• Questioning 

• Reference Books 
• Reproductions 
• Internet 
• Video 
• Museums 
• Textbook: 

“Photography” by 
Barbara London 
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Darkroom Photography 
Quarter 2 

Concept Essential 
Questions 

Skills, Strategies, 
Behaviors 

Content 
Connections 

Assessments 
(Formative and Summative) 

Resources 

• Darkroom 
Photography 

• History of 
Photography  

• Elements of Art 
Principles of Design 

• How do images 
influence our view 
of the world? 

• How does one 
determine criteria 
to evaluate a work 
of art? 

• What can we learn 
from our responses 
to art? 

• Depth of Field 
• Shutter Speed 
• Action/Motion 

• Social Studies 
• History of 

Photography 
• Math 
• Science 
• English 

• Rubric Self-
Evaluation 

• Portfolio 
• Darkroom Projects 
• In-class Projects 
• Student 

Participation 
• Quizzes 
• Group Projects 
• Individual Projects 
• Exploratory 

Activities 
• Individual 

Critiques 
• Class Critiques 
• Questioning 

• Reference Books 
• Reproductions 
• Internet 
• Video 
• Museums 
• Textbook: 

“Photography” by 
Barbara London 
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Digital Photography 
Quarter 1 

Concept Essential 
Questions 

Skills, Strategies, 
Behaviors 

Content 
Connections 

Assessments 
(Formative and Summative) 

Resources 

• Digital 
Photography 

• Adobe Photoshop 
• Digital Camera 
• Elements of Art 
• Principles of 

Design 
• Photo 

Manipulation 

• How can the 
viewer “read” a 
work of art? 

• How is a personal 
preference 
different from and 
evaluation? 

• How does the 
presenting and 
sharing of artworks 
influence and 
shape ideas, 
beliefs, and 
experiences? 

Understand and 
navigate: 
• Mac Interface 
• Adobe Photoshop 
• Toolbar 
• Palettes 
• Adjustments 
• Menu 

• Digital Camera 
• Controls 
• Functions 

• Uploading 
• Pixels 
• Resolution 
• Scanning 

• Social Studies 
• History of 

Photography 
• Math 
• Science 
• English 
• Careers 

• Rubric Self-
Evaluation 

• Portfolio 
• Darkroom Projects 
• In-class Projects 
• Student 

Participation 
• Quizzes 
• Group Projects 
• Individual Projects 
• Exploratory 

Activities 
• Individual 

Critiques 
• Class Critiques 
• Questioning 

• Reference Books 
• Reproductions 
• Internet 
• Video 
• Museums 
• Textbook: 

“Photography” by 
Barbara London 
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Digital Photography 
Quarter 2 

Concept Essential 
Questions 

Skills, Strategies, 
Behaviors 

Content 
Connections 

Assessments 
(Formative and Summative) 

Resources 

• Digital 
Photography 

• History of 
Photography  

• Elements of Art 
• Principles of 

Design 
• Photo 

Manipulation 

• Why do artists 
follow or break 
from established 
traditions?  

• How do artists and 
designers learn 
from trial and 
error? 

• How do artists 
grow and become 
accomplished in 
art forms? 

• Light Writing 
• Portrait 

Photography 
• Lighting 

Techniques 
• Actions 
• Masking 

• Social Studies 
• History of 

Photography 
• Math 
• Science 
• English 
• Careers 

• Rubric Self-
Evaluation 

• Portfolio 
• Darkroom Projects 
• In-class Projects 
• Student 

Participation 
• Quizzes 
• Group Projects 
• Individual Projects 
• Exploratory 

Activities 
• Individual 

Critiques 
• Class Critiques 
• Questioning 

• Reference Books 
• Reproductions 
• Internet 
• Video 
• Museums 

• Textbook: 
“Photography” 
by Barbara 
London 
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Common Core Learning Standards Integrated/Fine Arts 
Darkroom & 
Digital 
Photography 
 

RL9-10.2/11-12.2 
 

-Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of 
the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
-Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RL9-10.3/11-12.3 

-Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
-Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 
story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed). 

RL9-10.4/11-12.4 

-Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
-Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or 
beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

RL9-10.5/11-12.5 

-Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise. 
-Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the 
choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) 
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

RL9-10.9 
-Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by 
Shakespeare). 
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Common Core Learning Standards Integrated/Fine Arts 

Darkroom & 
Digital 
Photography 
 

SL9-10.1/11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B 
Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key 
issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger 
ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify 
or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

SL10-12.1 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 
on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 
individual roles as needed. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C 
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full 
range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 
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Common Core Learning Standards Integrated/Fine Arts 

Darkroom & 
Digital 
Photography 
 

SL9-10.2/11-12.2 

-Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
-Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL9-10.3/11-12.3 

-Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any 
fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.   
-Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the 
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

SL9-10.5/11-12.5 

-Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 
-Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to 
add interest. 

	
  


