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Superintendent’s Corner
March 2019

Mpr. Eric Lawton

Of all of the things that sweet March brings, the best of all is the start of spring
If of rhymes you have no use, you’re not a fan of Dr. Seuss,

In March we celebrate his birth by reading books in school with mirth
Although we are ready for it to go, we still have some pesky snow.

But we also see some hints of green, more than shamrocks some grass is seen.
They start to mow the putting green, and basketball the sweet sixteen.

My apologies to Dr. Seuss.

Spring is such a great time of year, when everything is new. We reap the re-
wards of surviving the winter. In a school, we also begin to see our students in a
new light. Some are taller, all are more mature. They are transforming from little
children into young adults. Our constant reminders of appropriate behavior, focus
on studies, and doing our best are beginning to pay off. Don’t get me wrong, they
are not perfect and will still make an occasional poor choice, but as long as they
learn from it and don’t make the same mistake twice, we’ve done our job.

March is also the beginning of budget season and we are putting together a
budget that meets the needs of our students and is fiscally responsible to our taxpay-
ers. Please come down to our board meetings and later to our budget hearing as we
explain every line of the budget. Thanks to the efforts of Senator Cathy Young, we
were able to get double the PILOT payment last year from the State for the Demon-
stration Project. Unfortunately that was not put into the governor’s budget again this
year so it was a one-time payment. We will use this money to keep our budget in
check for the future.

TOPS in Education 19 7. EARN FREE MONEY

Qo FOR YOUR SCHOOL!

At TOPS Friendly Markets, we are committed to helping
the communities we serve. Schools are a big part of those communities. That's why we are
excited to bring you TOPS in Education, a program that makes it easier to get additional
money for school improvements and programs. TOPS contributes up to 5% of your purchase
to the school(s) you have chosen. The more you shop, the higher percentage we donate!
Here's how it works: Whether you are new to this program or currently

participating, you need to register your bonus card every new school year at
TopsMarkets.com/Education and follow the prompts.
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Principal’s Corner
March 2019
Mpr. Daniel Amodeo

As student return from their February break we are entering a critical point in the school year for
their learning. With the exception of our March 22" Superintendent’s Conference Day and any snow
days we will have 7 weeks of uninterrupted school days. This is the longest stretch in the school year
without a break and an opportunity for students to have tremendous growth. During this time of the
year we students in grades 3-8 will be preparing for the 3-8 assessments. The 3-8 Assessments for ELA
will be administered on Tuesday, April 2™ and Wednesday, April 3™ with make-up days to follow. The
state assessments will continue with the changes over the last few years including: unlimited time to
complete, a reduction of questions, and a reduction of days from three to two. West Valley students will
continue to take paper-based assessments but will be continuing to prepare for the requirement of imple-
menting computer-based assessments.

We have seen growth in our 3-8 assessments over the last three years. Specifically in the Ele-
mentary we have gone from ranking 159 in 2016 to ranking 114 in 2018, moving ahead of 45 different
schools. I believe that with all of our students participating and giving their best effort we will be able
to show how our students are performing with respect to 3-8 assessments and continue our improve-
ment. Regardless of state assessments, we continue to provide a well-rounded education that allows
students to receive instruction and opportunities that contribute to a positive learning experience at West
Valley that prepares them for success after graduation.

We are excited about the many opportunities throughout the month of March for our students.

On March 1% 8™ grade students will be participating in an afterschool team building activity at Holiday
Valley Tubing Park. Our SADD club will be hosting a movie night on March 15™, Pre-K students will
attend a performance at Shea’s on March 19", and students in grades 9-12 will attend Science Explora-
tion Day at the University of Buffalo on March 20". Additionally some of our Chorus and Band stu-
dents will participate in their respective Junior/Senior High Festivals on March 15"/16™ and March
22"/23" respectively. There are many other opportunities and learning experiences that will be happen-
ing for our students during the school day at West Valley. All of these experiences together help us to
provide a broad education to our students that engages them and allows them opportunities to explore
their interests for determining their future goals.

Emergency School Closings

West Valley Central School District uses the Blackboard Connect system to send an automat-
ed message regarding school closings and cancellations of activities. The message will be sent
to your household phone number and to the emergency contacts that you listed at the begin-
ning of this school year. If this information has changed or you would like to verify what is
on file, please call Dana Westfall at 942-3100 extension 4111. The District also contacts the
following radio and television stations:

Channel 2, 4, 7 WPIG95.7 FM WYRK 106.5 FM
WBEN 930 AM WSPQ 1330 AM
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West Valley Food Pantry

The pantry is located at the Ashford Town Barns on Fox Valley
Road. It services the families of the Town of Ashford and the West
Valley School District. If West Valley Central School closes due to
inclement weather, the food pantry will close.

It is open the 2" and 4'" Wednesday of each month from 1-4pm.
For emergency needs, call Kris Aldrow at 942-6690 or Corky Miller
at 716-257-3651.

Donations are always welcome. We are always in need of the fol-

lowing items; juice, cereal, macaroni, toilet paper and paper tow-
els.

Thank you!

Free Community Clothes Closet

St. John the Baptist Church has a Free Community Clothes Closet located
behind the church in Bingham Hall from 1-4pm every Wednesday or by
appointment.

Clothing, shoes, bedding, household items and books are available for
Cattaraugus County residents.

Donations of gently worn, clean seasonal items are always welcome.

If you have any questions or would like to make an appointment please
call Jacque Conrad at 942-3836.

Thank you very much for the continued support.

The West Valley Board of Education have
approved the following changes to their
original meeting schedule as follows:

May 6, 2019 scheduled board of education meeting is now on May 13, 2019 @ 7pm
May 14, 2019 scheduled board of education meeting is now on May 21, 2019 @ 7pm
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PENN-YORK COLLEGE NIGHT 2019

Interested in finding the college that best meets your needs?
Then all sophomores and juniors and their families should plan
on attending the Penn-York College Night at Saint Bonaventure
University in the Richter_Center on Tuesday, March 19, 2019
from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. This is an opportunity to speak with ad-
missions representatives from over 100 colleges, and attend fi-
nancial aid presentations. There will be representation from four-
year colleges and universities, community colleges, business
schools, technical schools, and military academies. Information
will be available in the Guidance Office soon. There is NO cost
for this event. Transportation for the students will be provided
with chaperones.

Transportation Requests

The deadline for transportation requests to a non-public school for your stu-
dent(s) outside of the West Valley Central School District is April 1, 2019.
Parents are reminded that written transportation requests for non-public
schools must be received by April 1, 2019 to be eligible for the 2019-2020
school year.

Send requests to:

Ann O’Brien, Business Official
West Valley Central School
5359 School Street

West Valley, New York 14171

School District Tax Code Number

The New York State resident income tax returns (IT-200 and IT-201) require you
to enter the name and code number of the public school district where you were a
resident as of December 31 for the tax year 2018. The school district name and
code for entry on state income tax forms are: West Valley Central School District
code is 690. It is important to put this number on your tax return because it helps
determine the amount of State Aid we receive for the school district.
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On Wednesday, February 13" students and their families were
treated to a French Toast and Sausage breakfast in recognition
of their efforts during the 2" Quarter. Students received
recognition for achieving honors, second honors, and merit roll
averages. We look forward to see these and other students at
our 3" Quarter breakfast.

On January 17" the WNY
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
accepted a check of
$665.00. The 8" grade class P
sponsored the Cystic 14
Fibrosis Foundation as their §
charity during our Student
Council “Coin Wars”
charity event. The 8" grade
class won the competition
and all of the money raised
was donated to their charity. The WNY CFF also provided a
brief presentation on what Cystic Fibrosis is and its impacts on
people, families, and community.
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Personal Finance Stock Winners by Steve Kenworthy
In Mr. Kenworthy’s SUPA Personal Finance class, each student was given $50,000 in play money to
invest in stocks starting on November 20, 2018. Every student was to pick 5 to 10 stocks with one
guideline: Buy low, sell high! Although grades were based on record-keeping and not the amount of
money each student lost or made, there was a competitive nature to the project. Students were required
to tally their stocks each week. The final tally was conducted on January 15, and the two winners were
Delaney Neuman and Becca Smith, with money totals of $50,554 and $50,352 respectively. Over this
time period, there was a major correction in the market which caused most students to lose money. It’s
amazing that both young investors were able to come out ahead given market conditions!

PTO Elementary Fun Night
The students in Pre-K — 5™ grade had a great time at the Elementary Fun Night sponsored by
the PTO. Students had the opportunity to participate in activities throughout the school. Stu-
dents made awesome crafts using hearts. The gym was open for students to have some free
time. There were games in the auditorium for everyone to enjoy. The library had Valentine’s
Day STEM Challenges for everyone to try. Fun was had by all!

L ‘ F:,

A Visit From Katy the Snow Plow
The Pre-K and Kindergarten classes read the story Katy and The Big Snow by Virginia Burton.

The students enjoyed the story about Katy helping all the people in town dig out from the big
snowstorm. The students were then able to meet the Town of Ashford’s own “Katy.” Mr.
Butcher and Mr. Patti brought “Katy” to the school and showed the students how a plow works.
The students even had the opportunity to sit in “Katy!” Thank you to Mr. Butcher and Mr. Pat-
ti for making this such a fun and educational experience for our students.
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West Valley heARTDbeat

Our Kindergarten and 1st grade students are creat- §
ing mini winter sculptures of penguins and polar bears.
Our elementary students are in full swing celebrating Val-
entine’s Day with fancy hearts that were created with wa-
tercolor and paint dabbers. Grades K-6 have just created
their Square 1 Art. Parents and family members should be
on the lookout in the next few weeks if they are interested
in purchasing their child’s art work. The Art Department
appreciates your support for our annual fundraiser.

Sculpture has been working on their life size pack-
ing tape sculptures of the human form. Studio in art is
working on texture projects. 7th grade is working on ce-
ramic tic-tac toe boards. 8th grade drawing and painting
students participated in a project called “postcards for
peace.” Each student was given a pen pal from France to
exchange postcards with. A drawing about peace was the
theme for the postcards. The students were very enthusias-
tic about the project and many have exchanged Snapchat
information. Some have been keeping in touch with their
new friends since they’ve received their postcards!”

A big congratulations to Nathan Dash! His artwork
has been chosen to displayed at Daemen’s High School
Art Exhibit and he will be receiving a scholarship for his
piece! The opening was Sunday, the 10th, with awards at
1:30 at Daemen’s Visual Performing Arts building.

Artist of the Month

Our Celebrity Artist of the month is a 3™ grader
Malachi Hickey. Malachi wants to be a dentist
when he grows up. He loves spaghetti and his fa-
vorite movie is Incredibles 2. One of Malachi’s
hobbies was Boys on the Right Track. He loves
to work with his hands and builds shoe racks
from wood. Art teacher Mrs. Lechner says, :
“Malachi is very energetic and always has a smile |
on his face ready to create when he comes to my
class room. Congratulations, Malachi!
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Once again Mr. Morton, from Sun Dance Kids Farm, came
with a really cool animal to teach us about! In January, he
brought Helga and Herbert, the hedgehog. He taught us all
about where hedgehogs live, what they eat, and how they pro-
tect themselves. He even let us touch Herbert! Did you know
that hedgehogs can climb trees? They can, but they cannot
climb down! When they’re done in the tree and want to get
down, they curl into a ball and drop to the ground. Their
quills cushion them so they don’t get hurt when they
hit the ground. That’s only one of the many cool facts
we learned about hedgehogs this month.

Thank you to Mr. Morton for sharing his ani-
mals with us!

Reading is Fun!

This past month, our Pre-K class read “The Fed Up Cow” by Peta Lemon
and Maria Dasic Todoric. It was about a cow that didn't want to be a cow
anymore. She tried being a sheep, a pig and a chicken, but in the end she
realized that being a cow was the best thing for her to be. Pre-K decided
to try being a cow to see what that was like.
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2019 PTO Plant Sale

Hamie Fhone Numbs=r

Shedents wiill aise be hringing ordar forms home befons break

Plants may be picked up at the schiool on Tuesday, May 21 between Ipm and 6pm OR
amrangements may be made to pick orders up at Fox Valley Greenhouse [342-3710)
On Monday May 20 or Wednesday May 22 during business howrs.

Please mail order forms and payment [checks payable to West Valley PTO)
by April 12, 20159

West Valley PTO
c/o Amy Butler
5378 Williams Ave
West Valley, NY 14171

Or give to a PTO member or WWCS teacher

Flease note if you'd like a WWCS student to receive credit for your punchase; prizes will be
awarded to the top 5 sellers im the school!

This year we offer flats of mixed colors (red, pink, white) for impatiens and peturnias.

Important Motes:

*Mixed flowering annuals include: 6 plants of eadch; giant zinnia, tall snapdragon, pansy,
marigold, wax begonia, petunia, impatiens, coleus

*Vegetables include: 4 cukes, 4 winter squash, 2 zucchini, 2 summer squash, 4 hot peppers,
4 sweet peppers, 4 cherry tomatoes, 4 cabbage, 8 tomato,
4 lettuce, 4 broccodi, 4 cawliflower

*Herbs include: thyme, oregano, lavender, basil, parsley, tarragon, rosemary, dill or marjoram
or substitutions if there are adverse growing conditions.

* Mixed hanging basket (5 varieties/colors minimum): lobularia, bidens, verbena, calibrochoa,
verbena, hanging petunia, etc.

*14" patio pot is mixed plant material and colors and comes in a 14" terra cotta pot.

Any special ordering guestions, contact Coutures at the Gresnhouss.

Thank: e for yeur support!
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Timothy Ploetz, President
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Mike Harmony, Vice-President

Kim Cizdziel

George Kazmierczak

Dawn Samborski
Stephen Kowalski
Gary Niesyty

Administration

POSTAL PATRON LOCAL

Or Current Resident

Mr. Eric Lawton, Superintendent
Mr. Daniel Amodeo, Pre-K—12 Principal and
District Curriculum Coordinator

WVCS calendar of Bvents for March

March 1%

March 4" — 29"
March 6"

March 7
March 9™
March 11"

March 13"
March 15

March 15" — 16™
March 19"

March 20"

March 22™
March 22" — 23"
March 26"
March 27"
March 29"

Sports Physicals 8am-noon health office
Buffalo Animal Adventure 1-2:30pm auditorium
SADD meeting 2:45-3:45pm elementary computer lab
Holiday Valley Tubing night grades 7&8 4-7pm
Class of 2020 Schwanns Fundraiser

Red Cross Blood Drive 9:30-3:30pm aud

AYI softball 6-8pm gymnasium

PTO meeting 6-7pm library

SAT exam 8am

Sundance Farm Animals 1-2:30pm auditorium
BOE meeting 7pm library

AYI softball 6-8pm gymnasium

Spring Picture Day 8am-noon auditorium
SADD Movie Night 5-8pm auditorium

Junior High All County Festival

Shea’s Performing Arts Prek field trip

Penn York College Night @ St Bonaventure 5-9pm
AYI softball 6-8pm gymnasium

Science Exploration Day field trip
Superintendent Day — no school for students
Senior High All County Festival @ UB

Spanish club 2:45-3:45pm room A211

AYI softball 6pm gymnasium

Buffalo Animal Adventure 1-2:30pm auditorium

Please send all newsletter articles to: aleonard@wvalley.org. Articles should be in MS Word or MS Publisher or saved
as a JPEG. The deadline for the February Newsletter is March 15, 2019 at 3 PM.

****PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE GRAPHICS IN YOUR ARTICLES-THANK YOU!***%*
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