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Dear Piney Ridge Families,

John Code, Principal      
Morgan Pratt, Asst. Principal

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland
State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or

physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender
expression. The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and

educational opportunities for all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement
and productive work and is free from any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities,

educational programs, and extracurricular activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the non-discrimination policies: 

 Director of Human Resources 125 North Court Street Westminster, MD 21157 (410) 751-3070.

Notice of  Non-Discrimination

We are approaching the end of the first quarter on November 6th. Parents of students in grades 3
through 5 may check Home Access Center to see up-to-date grades at any time. Be on the lookout
for report cards to come home with students on November 13th.That will be an ideal time to discuss

your child’s progress during the first nine weeks and to set goals for the rest of the year. 

Some teachers still have a limited number of parent-teacher conference time slots available. If you
have not done so, please sign up for a time to meet your child(ren)’s teachers. Our remaining

conference evenings this Fall will be November 4th and November 20th. Links to the sign-up pages
and other details can be found in this newsletter.   

The week of November 18th – 22nd is American Education Week. Each year, this week honors the
team of people who work with students in our schools.Parents are welcome to visit Piney Ridge

Elementary that week to get a glimpse of a student’s educational experience.If you visit, please sign in
at the main office. In order to avoid disruptions, parents should refrain from bringing preschool aged

children and taking photos or video during the visit.

We wish everyone a safe and healthy month of November!



IMPORTANT DATES
National Native American Heritage Month | November 11-18 National School

Psychology Week | November 18-22 American Education Week 

November 3- Daylight Savings Ends
November 4- Parent Teacher Conferences
November 5- Election Day- No School 
November 6- Two Hour and Forty Five Minute Early Dismissal |First Marking Period Ends | PTA-
Spirit Day at TaiChi Bubble Tea
November 7- Second Marking Period Begins
November 11- Veterans Day Event 9am-12pm (Veterans of Piney Ridge students are invited into
multiple classrooms to share their stories and experiences while serving).
November 12- PTA Meeting 7pm | Attend Virtually
November 22- PTA- FREE Family Paint Night! 
November 26- PTA- Spirit Day at Chick Fil-A
November 27- Two Hour and Forty Five Minute Early Dismissal
November 28&29- Schools Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Enrichment Thoughts from Mrs. Stump,
Advanced Academics Specialist

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84422926617?pwd=6gjR6YhbXrCpf2Xyy9apb8W07IoVNB.1


Hand washing is the single most important way we can reduce the spread of
infectious diseases among children and adults. Remind children to wash their hands

before eating or use hand wipes or sanitizer, after bathroom use and when
sneezing/coughing into their hands. 

Please keep students home with fever 100.0 degrees or greater, vomiting or
diarrhea. They must be fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing

medication before returning to school.
If you child is placed on an antibiotic for Strep or pinkeye or other contagious illness

they must be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school. 

Nurse’s Nook
Donations Needed: Pull on

Pants in size small and
medium for both girls andboys! 

Nextrex Recycling Program-
Bring in your plastic bags and
help Piney Ridge earn a free

bench! We are over halfway to
our goal of collecting 1000 lbs.

Lend a Paw- If you are interested
in volunteering in any way (big or

small) reach out to
preptapres@gmail.com.

Please remember to send a note to school or email attendance that your child was out sick and with what illness. The school
nurse does track for illness each month. 

Students may bring cough drops to school with a note from the parent, please only send enough to get them through the day 3-
4 drops. 

High Pollen days can be tough on kids, please remind them to wash their hands and even faces when they come back inside
from recess, if needed. Please talk with your doctor if daily allergy medication is right for child to help with allergies.

South Carroll Advocacy Group  
 Click to view information regarding Carroll County Board of

Education candidates in this year's election, as well as additional
resources to help you become better informed.

The upcoming Carroll County Board of Education election is on
Tuesday, November 5th, 2024. The Carroll County Board of Education

serves the school system in many ways, including approving curriculum,
requesting funding from the County Commissioners, and approving the

budget. The election outcome is critical to the future of our schools.
Please learn more about candidates here:

2024 Voters Guide (carrollmediacenter.org)

Thank you again to every family member, friend, and
business who helped to support our largest fundraiser
of the year, the Dalmatian Dash! As a team, we raised

over $40,000!! Your generosity helps to support the
teachers, staff, and students at Piney Ridge with lots of
fun (and free!) events, classroom enhancements, field
trips, assemblies, educational programs, and so much

more!! 

Conference Links
Pre-K

Kindergarten
1st Grade

2nd Grade
3rd Grade

4th Grade
5th Grade

Special Areas
Resource Staff

Special Education

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1l-9jqiR8LGJZ82RZr-lflZfKVc0YlCcaWbJuwqUBYmE%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Csaholle%40carrollk12.org%7Cfbe00791d7224932761f08dcf5ce54f9%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638655513765898962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hkCeIovh0Kuo5%2FTf75SL%2FTrpI2hxDYQtQaZdYa3Ev6s%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l-9jqiR8LGJZ82RZr-lflZfKVc0YlCcaWbJuwqUBYmE/edit?tab=t.0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollmediacenter.org%2F2024-voters-guide&data=05%7C02%7Csaholle%40carrollk12.org%7C7fe3a7dc581f4f89dc5608dcf7af0b9f%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638657578426796071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2m49%2Fwn1CimvXhTUuORSf1Ty%2FnP2yWbMu62ULAf%2BsR8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51776272-prek#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51775198-kdggrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51775198-kdggrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51774721-2ndgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51776891-3rdgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51906999-4thgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51907029-5thgrade#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51777300-special#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51777441-resource#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945A5AA2AA1F4C07-51777448-special#/


SPECIAL REQUEST FOR OUR
SPECIALS TEACHERS

Our specials teachers (Media, Art, Music, Gym, Health) are in need of
Tissue Donations with Cold and Flu season approaching. Donations can

be brought to the front office. Thank you!

Did you know that PRE has been working hard to foster inclusive practices in our
classrooms? 

New this year.. our monthly newsletters will include a tip or trick to try at home to support
learning and development. 

 
Please see the Monthly Language Calendar for the Month of November.  

INCLUSIVITY AT PRE

Resources available in our community: 
11/2 Westminster Branch Library- Read with a Furry Friend  

11/9 Eldersburg Branch Library- Robot Pumpkin Smash 
11/16 Westminster Branch Library- Cooking Together ($) 

COLDER WEATHER
The cold weather has arrived and looks to be here to stay. With this change in the weather we

are asking that you dress your children warmly for outdoor play. 

Students will be outdoors for recess as long as the weather is above 32 degrees(including wind
chill), or pouring rain/thunderstorms. Please dress your children appropriately for the colder

weather. Children a will participate in indoor recess time when it is not appropriate for students
to be outside. Students are reminded to bring their jackets/sweatshirts with them to lunch to

take outside.
 Piney’s lost and found is growing rapidly with many coats, sweatshirts, gloves and water

bottles. Label your child’s cold weather gear to avoid this. Please if visiting for lunch or here for
afterschool activities, take a moment to check and see if anything of your child’s is left behind.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGU-n8GAW8/uh9y8t9xHa9FwNYf7KeNjQ/edit



