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Let’s walk thru 
the steps to 

file your FAFSA!



STEP ONE: 
Create your FSA ID! Every 
student and just one of 
their parents/guardians 

needs an FSA ID. You 
cannot have more than 

one FSA ID.



STEP TWO: 
Students will log in to the 
FAFSA website with their 

FSA ID.

www.studentaid.gov 

http://www.studentaid.gov


On the following pages you will see what it 
looks like step by step to complete the FAFSA. 
This is only an example of one path. There are 
many paths based on the answers to the 
questions from FAFSA. Also, this is from the 
2024-25 FAFSA. The 2025-26 FAFSA will be 
launched on 12/01/24. The dates you see will 
be updated when you file for this year. Please 
reach out if you have any questions!



After logging in to FAFSA, students will see this screen.



































































Examples of special circumstances may include the following:
● significant changes to your financial situation, such as loss 

of employment or pay cuts
● tuition expenses at an elementary or secondary school
● high amounts of medical or dental expenses not covered by 

insurance
● a family member who recently became unemployed
● other changes in income or assets that may affect your 

eligibility for federal student aid























This is the end 
of the student 
section. The 
next step is for 
the 
parent/guardian 
to complete 
their portion. 
The 
parent/guardian 
should check 
their email for 
an invitation to 
start.



This is an 
example of the 
email the parent 
or guardian will 
receive from 
FAFSA. Simply 
click the “get 
started” button 
and log in to 
FAFSA using the 
parent/guardian 
FSA ID.



After you log in 
this is what you 
will see. Click the 
2024-25 FAFSA 
form.



































Both the student 
and the 
parent/guardian 
will receive a 
confirmation email 
once the FAFSA 
has been 
submitted. 
Students can 
check the status 
of their FAFSA 
after logging in to 
their account. You 
will not see any 
data until the end 
of January 
according to 
FAFSA.












