
Tomball ISD: Not Just a District, a Destination

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD empowers students to become impactful, contributing citizens by providing

innovative, individually rigorous and personally valuable educational experiences while partnering
with the community.

https://www.tomballisd.net/


Board of Trustees

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership/board-of-trustees


Pictured: (Back Row, L-R) Mark Lewandowski, John E. McStravick, Matt Schiel, Dr. Michael Pratt
(Front Row, L-R) Justin Unser, Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Lee McLeod, Tina Salem

District Leadership

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership


Pictured: (L-R) Dr. Steven Gutierrez, Chief Operating Officer; Dr. Michael Webb, Chief Academic
Officer; Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Superintendent; Dr. Amy Schindewolf, Chief of Staff & School

Leadership; Zack Boles, Chief Financial Officer; Holly Sherman, Legal Counsel

https://www.niche.com/k12/d/tomball-independent-school-district-tx/


The Tomball ISD School Board took part in Board Walks and spent a morning visiting campuses
and departments across Tomball ISD. The Board visited the District's newest CTE programs
located at the Tomball Innovation Center in Aviation and Graphic Design, were immersed in

learning at Northpointe Intermediate and West Elementary, and toured behind-the-scenes at the
Technology headquarters.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLz7iXHDako







Thank you to the Tomball community for showing up BIG at the SOLD OUT 44th Annual Patriotic
Show at Tomball ISD Stadium.

It was a night filled with incredible talent, sportsmanship, and patriotism, and one to remember as
we reflect on what makes Tomball ISD Not Just a District but a Destination.

2024 Patriotic Show Highlight | Tomball ISD









In the News

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases


Tomball ISD students continue to achieve high honors among National Merit and Recognition
Programs as 151 students across Tomball High School, Tomball Memorial High School and

Tomball Star Academy were awarded for their exceptional work in the classroom and beyond.

Read more about the recognition our students earned.

School Safety & Social Media Reminders
Tomball ISD is committed to providing a safe and secure learning
environment for all students, but we need your help. We will
continue to educate students on digital citizenship and responsible
social media use, but your involvement at home is vital to
reinforcing these lessons and reminding students, "It’s Not a Joke.
Think Before You Post”

Read Dr. Z's community letter addressing school safety & social
media reminders.

TIS Math Teacher Luz Benjamin Awarded Houston
Texans Teacher Grant by Chevron
Tomball Intermediate School 6th grade math teacher Luz Benjamin
was awarded this October a Houston Texans Teacher Grant by
Chevron for her exceptional teaching and dedication to the
classroom.
Benjamin was one of 25 teachers who received a $1,000 grant on
behalf of Chevron to use for her classroom.

Read more about the award Luz Benjamin received.

CTE Advisory Board Meeting a Success
108 members of the CTE Advisory Board recently met at the
Tomball Event Center to evaluate data related to industry-based
certifications, program completion, and work-based learning
experiences, as well as to discuss current priorities and initiatives in
CTE.

The meeting concluded with a recognition ceremony for TISD
Business Partners, particularly highlighting the Work-Based Learning
Partners who hosted CTE students for practicum internships or
clinical rotations during the 2023-2024 school year.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/academics/post/tomball-isd-students-earn-spot-on-national-merit-recognition-program-lists
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/school-safety-social-media-reminders
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/school-safety-social-media-reminders
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/staff-recognition/post/tis-math-teacher-luz-benjamin-awarded-houston-texans-teacher-grant-by-chevron


Tomball High School Team Tennis
Undefeated DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

AREA CHAMPIONS

17 Academic All-District honorees
District 15-6A MVP & Freshman of the Year: Sophie Berthelot
District 15-6A Sportsmanship Award: Eshan Jolly & Montserrat Magallanes
District 15-6A Coach of the Year: Andrea Villasana
Girls: 4 First Team All-District honors, 5 Second Team All-District honors, 1 Honorable
Mention honor
Boys: 4 First Team All-District honors, 2 Second Team All-District honors, 3 Honorable
Mention honors
Mixed Second Team All-District Team

Tomball Memorial High School Team Tennis

Earned Playoff berth

Tomball Memorial High School Water Polo
Girls Named DISTRICT & AREA CHAMPIONS

17 Academic All-District honorees
District 7-6A Offensive Player of the Year: Camryn Ewart



District 7-6A Goalie of the Year: Kaylee Peacock
District 7-6A Coach of the Year: Erika Kaiser
4 First Team All-District honors, 4 Second Team All-District
honors, 2 Honorable Mention honors

Boys Earned Playoff Berth
13 Academic All-District honorees
2 First Team All-District honors, 2 Second Team All-District honors, 2 Honorable Mention
honors

Tomball High School Water Polo
THS Boys Earned Playoff Berth

8 Academic All-District honorees
District 7-6A MVP: Connor Davis
District 7-6A Offensive Player of the Year: Connor Davis
District 7-6A Defensive Player of the Year: Rebin Tohidi
District 7-6A Goalie of the Year: Homer Pillsbury
3 First Team All-District honors, 3 Second Team All-District honors, 2 Honorable Mention
honors

THS Girls Earned Playoff Berth

7 Academic All-District honorees
District 7-6A Defensive Player of the Year: Shae Annis
2 First Team All-District honors, 2 Second Team All-District honors, 2 Honorable Mention
honors

Tomball High School Cross Country

THS Boys student-athlete Landon Flies Qualified for State Meet

Tomball Memorial High School Cross Country
TMHS Girls student-athlete Alexis Garza Qualified for State Meet

TMHS Boys Qualified for Regionals and Finished 8th out of 24 Teams



Tomball Memorial High School Volleyball

Undefeated DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
Set to play at Waller at 5 PM on Tuesday, Nov. 5 (Opponent TBD)

Tomball High School Volleyball

Finished 3rd in District
Set to play Cy Woods at 5:30 PM on Monday, Nov. 4 at Berry

Center

Tomball High School Football
Currently 8-0 for the first time since 1991

Set to play Klein Cain at 2 PM on Saturday, Nov. 2 at Klein Memorial
Stadium



Tomball ISD Fine Arts continues to showcase the talent and success of students from across the
District.

In October alone, fine arts students put on over 40 events and performances to showcase their
learning. In addition, hundreds of future Cougar Charms, Silver Stars, THS Cheerleaders and TMHS

Cheerleaders had the opportunity to learn and perform under the lights during a football game
performance experience.

Tomball Memorial High School Roarin' Blue Band

Received Straight First Division Ratings at UIL Region IX
Marching Contest
Advanced to Area UIL and will perform during prelims at 12:45
PM on Saturday, Nov. 2 in Galena Park
In addition, the TMHS band, color guard and drum line have
also earned several high placements and caption awards this season

Tomball High School Cougar Pride Band
Received Straight First Division Ratings at UIL Region IX Marching
Contest
Advanced to Area UIL and will perform during prelims at 2:15 PM
on Saturday, Nov. 2 in Galena Park
In addition, the THS band, color guard and drum line have also

earned several high placements and caption awards this season



Patriotic Show

Over 800 Fine Arts students participated in the 44th Annual Patriotic
Show. Students showcased their talents in band, drill team, cheer,
and choir.

Community Art Showcase at Lone Star College

The Tomball Community Art Showcase was held in October at
Lone Star College Public Library, featuring student artwork from
across Tomball ISD. This event saw over 245 visitors attend to
celebrate Tomball ISD's young artists.







https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories


TMHS Librarian and Softball Team Up for Book Club
Tomball Memorial High School Librarian Mindy Garcia facilitates a
Book Club with the Wildcat Softball Team, led by Coach Marissa
Stevens.

Read all about the Book Club.

Tomball ISD Transportation Committed to Serving
Students
School bus drivers and the transportation department, led by
Director Sandy Dillman, play a vital role, often the unsung role in the
success of our Tomball ISD schools. Every day, drivers start early
and face long hours to safely transport children to and from school,
navigating various weather conditions, busy streets, and unforeseen
challenges on the road.

Read more about the Tomball ISD Transportation Department.

Tomball ISD Orientation & Mobility Specialists Lead
Promotion of White Cane Safety Day for Students
Tomball ISD Orientation & Mobility Specialists recently led the
awareness effort of White Cane Safety Day across the District,
promoting the use of a cane and its ability to create independence
and safety for students with low vision and blindness.

Read more about White Cane Day in Tomball ISD.

GLJHS Student Leaders Model Campus Core Values
During Student-Led Character Lessons
Led by CTE teacher, Leslie Wilson, and supported by Principal Dr.
Kim McKinney, 34 GLJHS student leaders are creating character and
leadership lessons designed for their peers that are implemented
during Tiger Den every Friday.

Read more about GLJHS' initiative to model Core Values.

Tomball ISD Brothers Invent Hydraulic Hammer Break
Cover with Pending Patent
Tombal lSD brothers Navinu and Dihen Koswatta collaborated for
several years to design and create the Hydraulic Hammer Break
Cover.

Read more about the Hydraulic Hammer Breaker Cover invention.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tmhs-librarian-and-softball-team-up-for-book-club
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-transportation-committed-to-serving-students
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-orientation-mobility-specialists-lead-promotion-of-white-cane-safety-day-for-students
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-gljhs-student-leaders-model-campus-core-values-during-student-led-character-lessons
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-brothers-invent-hydraulic-hammer-break-cover-with-pending-patent


TCES Begins Building Bridges Club to Empower English
Language Learners
Timber Creek Elementary Emergent Bilingual Instructional Specialist
Heather Ling begins Building Bridges Club on campus to empower
and support English Language Learners.

Read more about the Building Bridges Club at TCES.

19 TMHS Students Excel Earning the Prestigious AP
Capstone™ Diploma
Congratulations to Tomball Memorial High School students for
earning the prestigious AP Capstone™Diploma recognition.

Read more about this distinguished accolade.

Tomball ISD CTE Partners with TEDC for Summer Youth
Employment Program
Tomball ISD CTE partnered with the Tomball Economic
Development Corporation to provide a real-world internship
opportunity to interested students.

Read more about this community partnership.

Click Here for All Feel Good Friday Stories

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tces-begins-building-bridges-club-to-empower-english-language-learners
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-19-tmhs-students-excel-earning-the-prestigious-ap-capstonediploma
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-cte-partners-with-tedc-for-summer-youth-employment-program
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/library-services/spark-cards


Parent University is designed to empower parents with knowledge and tools to become effective
advocates for their children. There are a variety of sessions from Pre-K through High School Senior

content delivered through cross-district collaboration.



Learn More about Tomball ISD's Parent U

Tomball Star Academy Applications for 2025-2026 School Year
Now Open

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/school-counseling/parent-university
https://tsa.tomballisd.net/about-tsa/application-information


TSA at TIC | Tomball ISD

Click Here for Tomball ISD Stadium GAMEDAY Information

https://www.tomballisd.net/tec/tisd-stadium/gameday-information


Fun Run Details + Register Here

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Tomball/TomballISDFunRun


Spencer Plachy, Tomball High School, 1999
Musical Theatre Actor; Toured as Scar in Disney's The Lion King in New York

Spencer Plachy is a collaborative storyteller and an accomplished actor who has graced the
highest stages of New York and Houston. With his riveting performances and his authentic
approach to acting, Plachy continues to captivate audiences in the world of theatre arts.

A proud native of Tomball, Plachy attended Tomball Elementary for his first two years, and later
returned, attending Tomball Junior High for eighth grade, before spending his last four years at
Tomball High School, graduating as part of the Class of 1999.

Plachy made the most of his high school years, performing in a variety of ways through baseball,
football, choir, and theatre. He participated in One Act Play for three years, earning two Best Actor

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-spencer-plachy-ths-99
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-spencer-plachy-ths-99


nominations as well as an Honorable Mention accolade. He placed second in District and 16th in
Regional Choir, earned All-District Honorable Mention honors and was selected as a Team Captain
in Football, and was named Mr. Debonair for Tomball High his senior year.

For Plachy, his memories of his high school days remain constant and strong.

“I recall so many close friendships that I had during those four years,” he said. “I still try to keep in
touch with those guys. I do miss them a lot.”

Following his days as a Cougar, Plachy took his acting talents to Sam Houston State University,
where at the encouragement of current THS Theatre Director Clint Cottom, he majored in Musical
Theatre, later graduating in 2004.

“I had a great experience at Sam Houston State where I found further encouragement to pursue
this career, and it has, thus far, endured!”

Plachy has played numerous roles over his illustrious 20+ year career in theatre, and attributes his
time at THS for developing a real passion for theatre.

“I enjoy acting because it allows me to map out an emotional journey, from beginning to end,” he
said. “While personal conflict, in real life, is something we almost want to avoid … acting is the
intentional exploration and exploitation of those conflicts, within human relationships, from an
objective perspective, and then tapping into those experiences in a controlled, rehearsed manner.”

Plachy most recently inspired audiences in Houston in his role as Dracula in Dracula at Classical
Theatre Company. Immediately following the wrap of Dracula, Plachy is set to appear in a play
called “Winter Solstice’ in Downtown Houston.

Most notably, Plachy spent more than two years touring with Disney's The Lion King as Scar. While
living in New York City, he also appeared on Broadway in Romeo & Juliet, and in The Mystery of
Edwin Drood.

“I have been blessed to work with some highly accomplished, talented artists in this business,”
Plachy said. “While I have made some good friends and professional connections, New York is
relentless. The competition is enormously high and it forces you to get better and be prepared
because everyone is so talented.”

He spent the 2008-09 season appearing in four productions at The Alley Theatre. Other regional
roles have included Antony in Julius Caesar, Beau in Sandy Rustin’s The Cottage, Victor in Private
Lives, Curly in the National Tour of Oklahoma!, and Chad in All Shook Up. He also appeared on the
TV show Shades of Blue.

Through these roles, Plachy has learned to not only appreciate the art of acting but musical theatre
as well.

“Musical theatre is one of the original American artforms,” Plachy said. “To infuse song and dance,
seamlessly into the plot of a dramatic piece of live-storytelling … captures the romantic, dreamlike,
larger-than-life picture that we carry in our hearts and minds, of all of our life’s potential.”

https://www.broadwayworld.com/houston/article/Interview-SPENCER-PLACHY-of-DRACULA-at-CLASSICAL-THEATRE-COMPANY-20241017
https://www.broadwayworld.com/houston/article/Interview-SPENCER-PLACHY-of-DRACULA-at-CLASSICAL-THEATRE-COMPANY-20241017
https://www.broadwayworld.com/houston/article/Interview-SPENCER-PLACHY-of-DRACULA-at-CLASSICAL-THEATRE-COMPANY-20241017
https://www.broadwayworld.com/houston/article/Interview-SPENCER-PLACHY-of-DRACULA-at-CLASSICAL-THEATRE-COMPANY-20241017
https://www.hutchnews.com/story/lifestyle/2022/04/12/inside-lion-kings-20th-anniversary-tour-musical-wichita-kansas-scar-spencer-plachy/9500529002/
https://www.hutchnews.com/story/lifestyle/2022/04/12/inside-lion-kings-20th-anniversary-tour-musical-wichita-kansas-scar-spencer-plachy/9500529002/
https://www.hutchnews.com/story/lifestyle/2022/04/12/inside-lion-kings-20th-anniversary-tour-musical-wichita-kansas-scar-spencer-plachy/9500529002/


His career has opened doors and provided him incredible opportunities over the years. But one
opportunity he recalls that changed his life for the better was meeting his wife, Laura (of now 11
years) during his pursuit of theatre.

“Our journey together has remained a dear constant, in a career pursuit that has many emotional
highs, and emotional lows,” he said.

While Plachy continues to make Tomball proud and make the most of his career as an actor, he
credits having developed hard work, persistence which ultimately has led to a very fulfilling career
with so much joy.

Nominate a Tomball ISD Alumni

Click Here for All Alumni Spotlight Stories

Opening a New School in Tomball ISD - ConnectED
Opening a New School in Tomball ISD is no easy feat but three
Principals in Dr. Kim McKinney (GLJHS), Dr. Jessica Perez (EEA)
and Mr. Chad Schmidt (WEST) have made the transition look
seamless and are now sharing their thoughts and insight with Dr. Z
on the latest episode of ConnectED.

launch iheart.com

https://www.tomballisd.net/community/alumni-spotlight/alumni-spotlight-nomination
https://www.tomballisd.net/community/alumni-spotlight
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
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https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/1248-connected-75249525/episode/opening-a-new-school-in-tomball-233460068/?embed=true


Follow @TomballISD

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/connect




Tomball ISD
#DestinationExcellence

Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD
https://www.twitter.com/tomballisd

