
Week of November 4 - 8 

Our Mission: Johnson Upper Elementary School is committed to providing a safe, respectful environment that supports the academic and socio-
emotional needs of every student as they develop the necessary skills to become capable, confident, life-long learners.  

 

Keep soaring Jayhawks! 
 

Week At A Glance 

Monday 11/4 

Tuesday 11/5 No School 

Wednesday 11/6 

Thursday 11/7 

Friday 11/8 

Principal’s Corner 

 

This past week is always fast-

paced, but it continues to be one 

of our favorites every year. I can-

not thank our staff enough for all 

that they have done to make this 

week a fun one at school. Thank 

you to the PTA for supplying can-

dy donations, and a special thank 

you to all of our chaperones who 

made the field trips possible this 

week. Just a quick reminder that 

there is no school and we will 

have PD for our staff on Novem-

ber 5th. We are looking forward 

to what November has to bring 

and the memories we will make! 

                                         -Mr. Traub 

Points of Pride 

 Spirit Week was a hit! It was fun to see 

so many staff and students participate! 

 Our PTA was able donate candy and 

students participated in Trick or 

Treating in school on Halloween! 

 SOAR Clubs happened this week! 

 5th and 6th Grade Field Trips were a 

huge success for our staff and students! 

PBIS Updates 

This week we focused on using the SOAR Ma-

trix (see attached) to discuss expectations for 

the cafeteria. We will have an assembly next 

week so we can look over our data collected 

for the month of October for our major and 

minor infractions. Just a reminder to parents 

that we will have a SOAR Celebration as the 

end of the trimester on December 10th. Stu-

dents can join the Celebration if they go the 

trimester without a major infraction or 3 mi-

nors for the trimester.  

Staff Member of the Week: 

We would like to congratulate Ms. Herriff for being voted this 

award by her colleagues this week! 

Ms. Herriff is a 6th Grade Teacher here at Johnson. Ms. Herriff is 

an amazing teacher who really cares about her kids. She is a great 

colleague and works well with her teams. She is very involved and 

runs Service Squad, is a part of our PBIS Team, and can be seen 

running the car line every afternoon. She did a great job organiz-

ing our 6th grade field trip this week. We are so lucky to have her! 

Planning for the future:           
November 2024 

11/5 - No School 

11/12 - PTA Meeting 

11/14 - Bagel Day 

11/15 - PTA Reflections Due 

11/26 - SOAR Clubs 

11/27 - 11/29 No School 
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My favorite part of being a Jayhawk is … 

Working with my wonderful students each 

day. 

Some of My Favorite Things: 

Place To Travel :   

Anywhere Up North Michigan 

Foods:  

Popcorn 

Color:   

Pink 

College: 

U of M 

TV Show:  

Home Improvement Shows 

Sports Team:   

Michigan Wolverines 

School Subject:   

Social Studies 

Staff Member of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Herriff 

My hobbies:   

Reading, cooking, traveling. 
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Thank you to everyone that has joined PTA! There is still time to become a member.  

Johnson spiritwear is available all year. Check out https://
www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/ to order some Johnson clothing today.  

Feel free to reach our PTA at johnsonupperpta@gmail.com with any 
ideas or questions you may have.   

https://johnsonelementary.givebacks.com/  

A huge THANK YOU to our won-

derful community for all of your 

donations. We were able to raise 

over $22,000. Your donations will 

be able to help with so many ac-

tivities and celebrations for our 

staff and students throughout 

the year! Our students were able 

to enjoy Trick Or Treating in 

school on Halloween from your 

generous donations, thank you!  

Fundraising Update 

When you join the Johnson PTA, you are showing your support for our students and 
staff. It does NOT mean you need to volunteer. Please become a member today.   

https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
https://www.johnsonupperspiritwear.com/
mailto:johnsonupperpta@gmail.com
https://johnsonelementary.givebacks.com/
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ICHAT: Our parent volunteers are awesome and we could not do it without you!  If you will be volunteering at 

Johnson or driving students for field trips, LPS requires you to have a completed iChat background check approved 

prior to the event.  Completing the form is simple and quick.  Go to www.livoniapublicschools.org click on the 

"Parents" tab, then click on "Forms" and click on the iChat box to access the form.  

Student Emergency Cards: We ask that ALL Jayhawk families go onto parent connect and review their student infor-

mation that is listed.  Please confirm your emergency contact information.  This information is added to the PINK 

STUDENT EMERGENCY CARD we print for students.    Emergency cards will be printed on Tuesday, September 3 and 

we ask that all data be updated and confirmed by that time.  Thank you for helping up keep your kids safe!  

COMMUNICATION -  The beginning of the day and the end of the day are always busy times in the 

school office.  At Johnson, we realize there are always unexpected circumstances that arise and we will 

do everything in our power to accommodate unplanned interruptions.  We also ask parents to call the of-

fice after 9:00am and prior to 3:00pm if they are making alternate transportation arrangements for their 

students' trip home.  Teachers frequently use the end of the day time for classroom reorganization, recess 

and/or specials and catching up to a class can be a challenge.  We appreciate your help.  The office 

phone number is (734)744-2740.  

OFFICE HOURS - Mr. Traub, Principal and Mrs. Samouelian, Assistant Principal, are available via email, 

telephone and in person.  If you have any questions or concerns, please set an appointment to discuss 

your situation privately with one of our Administrators.  The Johnson school office is open M-F from 

7:45am to 4:15pm.  Teachers are generally unavailable during the day as they are teaching.  If you have 

a concern, please reach out to teachers via email or contact the office directly at (734) 744-2740  Stu-

dents will not be permitted back into the building for forgotten items once the office is closed for the day!  

SACC: Affordable School Aged Child Care, is still available at Johnson.  Simply call (734) 744-2966 to make arrange-

ments for your students before or after school caregiver needs.  SACC opens at 7:00am and closes at 6:00pm daily.  

Food Update: Students will receive free breakfast and lunch from the state of Michigan regardless of income sta-

tus.  If your student would like to purchase snacks from our snack bar, please know that they can use cash or you 

can put money on their lunch account by going to the "Parent" tab on the LPS web page, then click on "My Pay-

ments Plus Student Lunch Accounts" and you can put money on their account for use at the lunch snack bar. 

http://www.livoniapublicschools.org/


BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK (BIAB) - FREE weekend meals and snack packs are available for those families 

that could use a little extra help.   Johnson  has teamed up with Blessings in a Backpack to offer weekend meal assis-

tance to families that are struggling for whatever reason.  A form is attached to the newsletter for your conven-

ience.  Simply complete the form and have your student return it to the office.  Mid September, delivery will begin.  

Emergency Drills: As we head back to school, student safety is always a priority.  We will be having several different 

drills coming up to acclimate the students to emergency procedures.  We encourage you to let students know we are 

working in their best interest and we ask that they follow instructions given by staff during these drills so we can ease 

their concerns and keep them safe.  Thank you for working with your students and supporting our safety drills.  
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Transportation: In order to receive Bus Transportation, you must live in an area eligible for transportation and 

you MUST apply for transportation.  If you believe your student is eligible for transportation, simply apply for bus 

service following the steps on the attached transportation information form at the end of this newsletter.   If you 

want to see if you have transportation, simply login to Parent Connect and you will be able to see your student's 

transportation arrangements if they have been completed.  If you have applied for transportation and still have not 

received transportation, we encourage you to reach out to transportation directly at (734)744-2156.  

“When you know better, you do better.” 

- Maya Angelou 

MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL - Oftentimes a student will come to the office with a medical need. The office staff is 

able to dispense medication as needed as long as the medication is: 1) Delivered to school by a parent in the original 

unopened package or prescription container, {NO MEDICATION can be brought to school by students}    2) As long 

as there is an individual, signed medical authorization on file for each medication {form available in the office and 

online}   Medication includes but is not limited to cough drops, aspirin, Tylenol, Advil, prescription drugs, creams, lo-

tions, vitamins, inhalers, EpiPens, etc.…  We cannot administer any medication that is not listed on file in the of-

fice.  Please reach out to Jill Jablonski in the office to set up a time to bring in medications and to review your stu-

dent’s medical needs when they are in the building.  

Back to school Helpers: We know that heading back to school and getting back into a routine can be a source of 

stress for kids and families.  We are here to help with those days that are just not going perfect!  We have two 

amazing staff members here to help our students transition back into the classroom.   Ms. Dimmer and Ms. Ja-

blonski are here to assist students with those first week jitters and help provide a familiar face.  If you have a stu-

dent that could benefit from their help, please reach out to the office and we will be sure to arrange a conversation 

to help your student!   


