
Planning for High 
School Coursework

10.29.2024



Interpretation available

Interpretacion disponible

Android

iPhone

Web



Agenda

● High School Course Planning
● Choosing Advanced Academics 

Coursework
● Important Dates and Reminders



HS Essentials 
Presentation 

available on the 
Parent U site:



HS Essentials 
Covers:● Endorsements
● Programs of Study
● Graduation Plans
● Career and Technical Education
● Naviance



Four Year 
Planning

Selecting a Program of Study

● Student Interest
● Interest Inventories (Naviance)
● Course Exploration
● Additional district resources



SBISD Course 
Catalog



SBISD Course 
Catalog



SBISD Course 
Catalog



District 
Resources

● Lessons for campuses
● Videos for students
● Informational 

Documents



Endorsement and  
Program of Study Cheat  

Sheet

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/117rhDEONc1fm2dCv2nGEmVKAWQZQLgD_KJdJRABKSWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/117rhDEONc1fm2dCv2nGEmVKAWQZQLgD_KJdJRABKSWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/117rhDEONc1fm2dCv2nGEmVKAWQZQLgD_KJdJRABKSWQ/edit?usp=sharing


Four Year Plan
Selecting the Endorsement and Program of Study



Four Year 
Planning

Selecting Classes

● English
● Math
● Science
● Social Studies
● Electives



Choosing Advanced 
Coursework

Types of Courses



Academics and 
Advanced Coursework

AAC- Advanced Academic Course
● Moves at a faster pace than grade level courses
● May require more homework
● Stretches those intellectual muscles



Academics and 
Advanced Coursework

AP- Advanced Placement
● Developed by the College Board
● Standard exam offered at the end of each year 

and the AP Exam score determines college credit
● Coursework prepares students for the AP Exam



Academics and 
Advanced Coursework

DC- Dual Credit
● Students earn HS credit and college credit at the same time 

by completing Houston Community College courses.
● The grade earned in the college class is transcripted on 

both the HS and the college transcript.
● Credits earned at Houston Community are transferable to 

any Texas public college or university
● Courses are taught on some high school campuses and at 

the Spring Branch campus of Houston Community College.



Academics and 
Advanced Coursework

DE- Dual Enrollment (OnRamps)
● Students are concurrently enrolled in the high school course 

and the college equivalent course.
● Students receive their high school credit after successfully 

completing the course; may choose to accept the college credit 
if the college coursework is successfully completed

● Courses are taught by SBISD teachers; university professors 
oversee the coursework.

● If accepted, college credit is awarded by the university.



Academics and 
Advanced Coursework

IB- International Baccalaureate
● IB Programme is offered at Westchester Academy for 

International Studies only.
● Coursework and other requirements are completed in the 

junior and senior year.
● Students take IB exams at the end of the senior year; colleges 

award credit based on the scores earned by the student.
● While course may be taken as a stand-alone course, typically 

students are part of the IB Diploma Programme or the IB 
Career-Related Programme.









Four Year Plan
Selecting English Classes









Four Year Plan
Selecting Math Classes













Four Year Plan
Selecting Science Classes









Four Year Plan
Choosing Social Studies Courses



Choosing Advanced 
Coursework

Why take advanced coursework in high school?



Preparing for 
College
● Advanced courses in 9th and 10th grade prepare students 

for college-level work in 11th and 12th grade

● Advanced courses prepare students for the rigor of college

● Advanced courses help improve writing skills, 
problem-solving techniques, and study habits

● Improves skills needed for success beyond high school: 
critical thinking, analysis, teamwork, project management



College Impacts

● Colleges/universities consider advanced coursework 
in the college admissions process

● Students that take advanced courses in high school 
are more likely to complete a college degree on time

● Ability to earn college credit in high school, which 
means faster entrance to upper-level college courses



High School Transcript and Grade Point 
AverageLetter grade Standard level 

classes
AAC, AP, IB, and 

Dual Credit  
classes in the 4 

core areas

A- 90-100 6 7

B- 80-89 5 6

C- 75-79 4 5

D- 70-74 3 4

F- below 70 0 0



High School Transcript and Grade Point Average
Course Grade Point Value 

English I AAC 85 6

Biology AAC 75 5

AP Human Geography 90 7

Geometry AAC 79 5

Spanish III AAC 85 5

Team Sports 98 6

Art I 88 5

Divide by 7: GPA- 5.5714







Four Year Plan
Electives



Reminders:
● Students may change their 

endorsement, plan of study, and four 
year plan at any point during high 
school.

● Parents and students will have an 
opportunity to review the 9th grade 
course selections in the spring and 
make corrections and changes.

● Most students will earn more than 
one endorsement, but they only need 
to select one.

● Campuses have the flexibility to 
adjust the timeline as needed.



Important Dates:
● Elective Fairs/Meetings  on HS 

campuses:
○ MHS- January 23
○ NHS- January 22
○ SWHS- January 22
○ SHS- January 23
○ WAIS- December 5 (at WAIS) or 

January 7 (via Zoom)

● January 23: 8th grade students visit 
their future high school

● February 5: Parent U- Earning College 
Credit in High School 



Beverly Martin
Coordinator of Guidance and Counseling
Beverly.Martin2@springbranchisd.com

Questions?


